
KINDERGARTEN PA CORE STANDARDS INSTRUCTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  
The Kindergarten English Language Arts curriculum in Pennsylvania focuses on building 

foundational literacy skills that support reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students are 
introduced to the alphabet, letter sounds, and basic phonemic awareness through songs, 

rhymes, and interactive activities. They learn to recognize and write their names, identify simple 
words, and begin to form sentences. The curriculum also emphasizes listening comprehension 
by engaging students in storytelling, retelling stories, and discussing characters and settings. As 

students progress, they develop early writing skills by drawing pictures, labeling, and writing 
simple words or sentences, all while fostering a love for reading and communication. 

 
 

MATH  
The Kindergarten Math curriculum in Pennsylvania introduces students to foundational math 

concepts through hands-on activities and problem-solving. Students learn to recognize and write 
numbers, count objects, and understand the concept of one-to-one correspondence. They 
explore basic addition and subtraction using visual aids and manipulatives, helping them 
develop a solid understanding of numbers. The curriculum also covers geometric shapes, 
patterns, and measurement, encouraging students to identify and describe shapes in their 

environment. Students engage in activities that promote critical thinking and the development of 
mathematical reasoning, setting the stage for future success in mathematics. 

 
 

SCIENCE  
The Kindergarten Science curriculum in Pennsylvania focuses on introducing students to the 

natural world through exploration, observation, and hands-on activities. Students learn about the 
five senses and how they help us explore our environment. They observe and describe the 
weather, seasons, and changes in nature, developing an understanding of basic science 

concepts such as plants, animals, and the Earth. The curriculum encourages curiosity through 
simple experiments and investigations, where students ask questions, make predictions, and 

observe results. They also begin to understand the importance of caring for the environment and 
how living things depend on each other. Through these activities, students develop critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills, laying the foundation for future scientific learning.  
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES  
Students are introduced to basic concepts of history, geography, civics, economics, and 

community. Children learn about the difference between the past, present, and future, explore 
their personal history, and recognize landmarks in their communities. They develop an 

understanding of roles in society, the importance of rules, and basic needs like food and shelter. 
Students also explore national symbols, important historical figures, and cultural holidays. 

Through group activities and cooperation, they begin to understand good citizenship, 
responsibility, and how communities work together. This curriculum fosters a foundation for 

curiosity, respect, and an appreciation for the world around them. 
 
 



 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES  

In Kindergarten, the Arts and Humanities curriculum in Pennsylvania focuses on introducing 
young students to the foundational elements of art and music. In Visual Arts, students explore 

basic concepts such as colors, shapes, lines, and textures, using a variety of materials and tools 
to create simple artworks. They are encouraged to express their ideas and feelings through 

drawing, painting, and sculpting while learning about the importance of creativity and 
imagination. In Music, Kindergarten students engage in developing their listening skills and an 

understanding of rhythm, pitch, and melody. They learn songs, sing simple tunes, and participate 
in rhythm activities using clapping, tapping, and simple instruments. Students are also 

introduced to basic music notation and patterns. The curriculum emphasizes creativity, self-
expression, and an appreciation for the arts, laying the foundation for future growth in both visual 

arts and music. 
 

BUSINESS, COMPUTER, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  
Kindergarten students are introduced to basic technology skills, such as using a computer 
mouse, keyboard, and learning to navigate software. They begin to understand the role of 

technology in everyday life and its impact on communication and work. 
 
 

CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK  
The Kindergarten College and Career Education and Work curriculum in Pennsylvania introduces 

young students to the basic concepts of future educational and career paths. While this 
curriculum is focused on laying the foundation for long-term success, it encourages exploration 

of various careers by highlighting different jobs and the skills needed for them. Students are 
taught the importance of responsibility, teamwork, and perseverance in achieving goals. 

Activities help foster curiosity about different careers and emphasize the value of education in 
achieving personal and professional dreams. The curriculum aims to instill a mindset of 

exploration, personal growth, and lifelong learning. 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE  

Students explore basic computational thinking through interactive activities, learning about 
patterns, sorting, and simple problem-solving skills. 

 
 

COUNSELING  
The Kindergarten Counseling curriculum focuses on building emotional and social skills to 

support positive personal growth. Students are taught how to identify and express their feelings 
in healthy ways, develop empathy for others, and practice conflict resolution skills. They learn 

about the importance of friendship, kindness, and respect in their relationships with others. The 
curriculum also introduces concepts like self-esteem, coping strategies, and responsible 

decision-making. Through storytelling, activities, and guided discussions, students develop the 
tools needed to navigate social situations, build resilience, and create a supportive classroom 

community. 
 



  
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY (AGRICULTURE) 

Students are introduced to basic environmental concepts such as the importance of plants, 
animals, and the natural world. They learn about the basics of farming, plants’ role in the 

environment, and the idea of taking care of the planet.  
 
 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
Students are introduced to basic concepts of family and consumer science, focusing on 

personal responsibility, safety, and care for self and others. They learn about hygiene (washing 
hands, brushing teeth), the importance of healthy eating, and basic nutrition. Students also 

explore basic concepts of safety at home and school, such as safe behaviors and personal care.  
 
 

HEALTH, SAFETY, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
In kindergarten, students are introduced to basic concepts of personal health and safety. They 
learn about hygiene practices such as washing hands, brushing teeth, and the importance of 

staying clean. The physical education curriculum focuses on developing basic motor skills, such 
as running, jumping, and balancing. Safety concepts are emphasized, including how to stay safe 

at home, in school, and in physical activities. Simple exercises and games promote physical 
activity and teamwork. 

 
 

LIBRARY 
The Kindergarten Library curriculum focuses on developing early literacy skills, fostering a love 

for reading, and introducing students to the world of books and information. Children are taught 
how to handle books properly, recognize basic parts of a book (like the cover, title, and author), 
and understand the difference between fiction and nonfiction. They explore a variety of genres 
and are introduced to storytelling, rhyme, and rhythm through songs and stories. Students also 

learn how to use basic library tools and resources, like the library catalog and simple 
classification systems, while developing listening, comprehension, and critical thinking skills. 

The curriculum encourages imagination, creativity, and the joy of reading, setting the foundation 
for lifelong learning. 

 
 

PERSONAL FINANCE  
The Kindergarten Personal Finance curriculum in Pennsylvania introduces young students to 

basic money concepts and financial literacy. Students learn about the role of money in everyday 
life, including identifying coins and bills, and understanding the difference between needs and 
wants. Through simple activities, they begin to grasp the idea of earning, saving, and spending 

money, as well as the importance of making choices when managing resources. The curriculum 
also touches on the concept of sharing and helping others, fostering an early understanding of 

responsible financial habits. These foundational lessons help students develop a sense of 
financial awareness and responsibility as they grow. 

 
 



 
READING AND WRITING IN TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

In Kindergarten, the focus is to build foundational skills that help students understand and 
communicate about the world around them. Students are introduced to basic technical 
vocabulary and concepts through simple texts related to topics such as plants, animals, 

weather, and tools. They learn to follow simple instructions, identify key details, and understand 
the basic structure of informational texts, such as labels, captions, and diagrams. Students 

begin to develop their ability to describe objects, processes, and activities they observe, often 
using drawing and simple words. They are encouraged to express ideas clearly with the help of 

pictures and words, laying the groundwork for writing about more technical or scientific topics in 
the future. Overall, the standards aim to build early literacy skills that support understanding and 

communication in technical subjects. 
 

READING AND WRITING IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 
The focus is on introducing students to the basic concepts of history, geography, and social 

studies through simple texts and activities. Students begin to understand the concept of time by 
exploring events in their own lives, such as their birthdays, family traditions, and seasonal 

changes. They learn about important figures, such as community helpers, and begin to recognize 
their roles in society. Students practice expressing their ideas through drawings and simple 
words, focusing on topics like family, community, and important events. They begin to use 

pictures and words to describe their observations about the past, present, and future. The goal is 
to lay the foundation for understanding historical concepts, fostering early skills in reading and 

writing related to social studies and history. 
 

STEELS (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY, AND 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Students explore basic STEELS concepts, such as understanding simple machines, recycling, 
and respecting nature. They are introduced to the idea of sustainability through hands-on 
activities and stories. 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
Students are introduced to the basics of world languages, typically focusing on listening and 
speaking skills. Through songs, games, and simple phrases, students begin to familiarize 
themselves with common words and phrases in another language. The curriculum emphasizes 
language as a way to connect with others and introduces students to basic greetings, numbers, 
colors, and everyday vocabulary. Students learn about cultural diversity and gain an early 
understanding of the importance of other languages in the world.  

 


