
5th GRADE PA CORE STANDARDS INSTRUCTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  
In Fifth Grade, students focus on reading comprehension and fluency across a variety of genres, 

including fiction, non-fiction, and poetry. They analyze themes, characters, plot development, and 
make inferences based on evidence from the text. Writing instruction emphasizes more complex 

sentence structures, organization, and coherence in writing. Students write essays, narratives, and 
informative texts, working on revising and editing to improve clarity and effectiveness. They also 

enhance their grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation skills. 

 
MATH 

Fifth-grade math continues building on foundational skills with a focus on multi-digit multiplication, 
long division, and understanding fractions. Students learn to add, subtract, multiply, and divide 
fractions with like and unlike denominators. They also explore decimals and their connection to 
fractions. Geometry skills focus on classifying shapes, understanding volume, and working with 

coordinate planes. Students apply their mathematical understanding to solve word problems and 
engage in real-world scenarios. 

 
SCIENCE 

In Fifth Grade, students dive deeper into physical and Earth sciences. They explore concepts like 
matter, energy, and force, conducting experiments to understand the properties of materials and the 
basic principles of physics. Earth science includes the study of the solar system, weather patterns, 

and the water cycle. They also explore ecosystems, habitats, and the interdependence of living 
organisms. Hands-on experiments, scientific inquiry, and data analysis are emphasized. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

Fifth-grade social studies focus on U.S. history, beginning with the early colonization of America, 
Native American history, and the creation of the U.S. Constitution. Students study significant historical 
events, including the American Revolution, the founding of the United States, and the expansion of the 

country. Geography lessons continue to develop, with an emphasis on the regions of the U.S., and 
students learn to read and interpret different types of maps. Understanding civic engagement, 

citizenship, and government roles is also a key focus 

 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

In Art, students work with a variety of materials, creating artwork that involves more detailed 
techniques such as shading, perspective, and color theory. They study famous artists and art 

movements and apply this knowledge to their creations. In Music, students develop more complex 
musical skills, including understanding time signatures, reading music notation, and performing 

simple songs or instrumental pieces. They explore different genres of music and learn how music can 
express emotions or tell stories. 

 



 
BUSINESS, COMPUTER, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Fifth-grade students continue to build their technological skills by using computers for research, 
creating documents, and presenting information. They learn how to organize and present data using 

graphs, charts, and other tools. The curriculum also covers internet safety, digital citizenship, and the 
importance of using technology responsibly. Students learn about the role of technology in business 

and how information is shared in the digital world. 

 

 
CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK 

In fifth grade, students explore the relationship between education, skills, and career success. They 
learn about different career pathways and how people work together in teams. Emphasis is placed on 
recognizing personal strengths and interests and how these can connect to future job opportunities. 

Students also practice setting goals and understanding the importance of making responsible 
decisions about their future. 

 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Fifth graders expand their computer science skills by learning about coding and programming 
concepts. They work on creating simple programs using block-based coding platforms, focusing on 
sequences, loops, and conditionals. Students develop problem-solving skills by engaging in coding 

challenges and projects. They also learn about algorithms and how computers follow instructions to 
complete tasks. 

 

 
COUNSELING 

Counseling lessons in Fifth Grade help students develop a deeper understanding of their emotions and 
how to manage them. They explore topics like conflict resolution, stress management, and building 
positive peer relationships. Students learn about making responsible decisions and practicing self-

advocacy in both social and academic settings. Empathy, self-regulation, and positive communication 
skills are emphasized. 

 

 
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY (AGRICULTURE) 

Fifth-grade students study ecosystems in more depth, learning about the balance of nature and the 
role of different organisms in maintaining that balance. They explore topics like food chains, 

biodiversity, and conservation. Students also investigate human impact on the environment and study 
sustainable agriculture practices. Topics such as renewable energy, climate change, and the 

importance of natural resources are introduced. 



 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

In fifth grade, students learn about making healthy lifestyle choices, including nutrition, personal 
hygiene, and time management. They are introduced to basic cooking skills, including measuring 

ingredients, following recipes, and understanding food safety. The curriculum also focuses on 
developing skills to manage personal responsibilities at home and school, including organization and 

budgeting. 

 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In Health and Physical Education, fifth-grade students continue to improve their fitness levels through 
activities that emphasize cardiovascular health, flexibility, and coordination. They learn the importance 

of good nutrition, exercise, and mental health for overall well-being. Safety lessons focus on first aid, 
understanding personal safety, and responding to emergencies. Physical activities also encourage 

teamwork, sportsmanship, and personal goal-setting. 

 
LIBRARY 

Fifth-grade students strengthen their research skills by using a variety of library resources, including 
print and digital materials. They learn how to conduct research projects, using reliable sources, citing 
references, and organizing their findings. Students also deepen their reading comprehension skills by 
analyzing longer texts and discussing themes, character development, and key details. Independent 

reading continues to be emphasized. 

 
PERSONAL FINANCE 

Fifth graders explore more advanced financial concepts, including the role of income, taxes, and 
budgeting. Students learn about different types of financial institutions, how to open a bank account, 
and the importance of saving. They are introduced to the concept of credit, debt, and understanding 
the value of money in making smart purchasing decisions. Goal-setting and the importance of saving 

for the future are also discussed. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

In fifth grade, students read and write technical texts to understand and explain procedures or 
scientific processes. They engage in reading technical manuals, diagrams, and how-to guides, learning 

to follow instructions and apply the information. Writing in technical subjects emphasizes clarity, 
conciseness, and the ability to describe or explain processes in a structured manner. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students in fifth grade read and write about historical events and figures in more depth. They analyze 
primary and secondary sources, summarize key information, and synthesize their findings in written 
form. Writing in history and social studies includes composing reports, essays, and narratives that 

reflect their understanding of past events and their impact on the present. 



 
STEELS (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY, AND 

SUSTAINABILITY 
In Fifth Grade, students continue to explore STEELS concepts, engaging in projects that combine 

science, technology, engineering, and environmental literacy. They work on engineering challenges 
that require creativity and problem-solving. Students learn about the importance of sustainability and 

apply scientific knowledge to real-world environmental issues. They are introduced to engineering 
design processes and consider how technology can be used to improve the world. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

In Fifth Grade, students expand their world language skills by learning more complex vocabulary 
related to school, activities, and daily life. They practice listening, speaking, and writing in the target 
language through conversations, stories, and songs. Cultural awareness continues to be an integral 
part of the curriculum, as students explore the traditions, holidays, and customs of countries where 

the language is spoken. 

 


