
4th GRADE PA CORE STANDARDS INSTRUCTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  
In Fourth Grade, students continue to develop strong reading and writing skills. They focus on reading a 

wide variety of texts, including both fiction and non-fiction, and work on understanding themes, plot 
structure, and character development. Students practice summarizing and analyzing the text, drawing 

inferences, and identifying the author's purpose. Writing instruction focuses on creating detailed 
paragraphs, organizing ideas clearly, and using proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling. They also 

write for different purposes, including narratives, informative essays, and opinion pieces. 

 
MATH 

In Fourth Grade, students extend their understanding of multi-digit multiplication and division. They 
also work with fractions, learning to compare, add, and subtract fractions with like denominators. 

Measurement concepts become more advanced as students study area and perimeter of rectangles 
and learn about converting units of measurement. Geometry skills include identifying and classifying 
polygons, understanding lines and angles, and working with symmetry. Word problems continue to be 

an important focus for applying mathematical concepts in real-world contexts. 

 
SCIENCE 

Fourth graders delve into Earth and space science, learning about the Earth's structure, weather 
patterns, and natural resources. They study the water cycle, ecosystems, and environmental 

conservation. Students also explore energy sources and the role of natural resources in daily life. 
Through hands-on experiments, they develop skills in observation, hypothesis testing, and data 

collection. They continue to build on their understanding of the scientific method and problem-solving 
processes. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

In Fourth Grade, students explore U.S. history, with a focus on Pennsylvania's role in the nation's 
development. They study the early explorers, Native American cultures, and the colonial period. Key 

concepts include the founding of Pennsylvania, the American Revolution, and the significance of 
historical documents like the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. Students also study 

the geographic features of Pennsylvania and how these influenced settlement and development. 

 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

In Art, students learn to create more complex works, utilizing various media such as watercolor, clay, 
and collage. They study the elements of design, such as balance, contrast, and unity, and apply them 
in their artwork. In Music, students explore more advanced rhythmic and melodic patterns, and they 
learn to play simple instruments or sing songs that involve harmony and accompaniment. They also 

continue to study music notation and learn about different musical forms and genres. 

 



 
BUSINESS, COMPUTER, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Fourth graders learn to use technology to enhance their learning. They practice more advanced word 
processing skills, including formatting text, creating tables, and inserting images. Students use 

technology for research, such as using online databases and tools to gather information. They also 
discuss the role of technology in business, how it helps people in various industries, and the 

importance of digital citizenship and internet safety. 

 
CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK 

Fourth-grade students deepen their understanding of various career pathways by learning about 
different occupations in the community and their required skills. They begin to explore how interests, 

strengths, and skills connect to possible career choices and how teamwork and cooperation are 
essential in many jobs. Students are introduced to the concept of setting goals and understanding how 

education and skills impact career success. 

 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 

In Fourth Grade, students continue learning basic computer science concepts, focusing on algorithms, 
programming, and problem-solving. They are introduced to more complex coding activities, including 
creating simple programs and understanding how computers follow instructions. Students engage in 

interactive coding games to practice logical thinking and sequencing, helping them develop a 
foundation for computational thinking. 

 

 
COUNSELING 

Counseling lessons in Fourth Grade help students develop more advanced social-emotional skills. 
They learn how to handle peer pressure, manage stress, and build self-esteem. Conflict resolution 

strategies are emphasized, and students practice communication skills, including listening and 
expressing themselves clearly. The curriculum encourages empathy, respect, and responsible 

decision-making in a variety of social situations. 

 

 
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY (AGRICULTURE) 

In Fourth Grade, students learn about ecosystems, natural resources, and the role of humans in 
protecting the environment. They explore topics like sustainability, recycling, and conservation. They 

learn how agriculture impacts both local and global economies and the importance of preserving 
farmland. Topics like renewable energy and the effects of pollution are introduced, helping students 

understand their role in preserving the planet. 

 



 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Fourth-grade Family and Consumer Science instruction includes topics related to healthy eating, 
personal responsibility, and safety. Students learn how to make nutritious food choices, practice 

proper nutrition, and explore how to balance various food groups. They also discuss basic household 
management skills, such as organization, time management, and personal hygiene, as well as 

strategies for being a good family member and community participant. 

 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In Health and Physical Education, Fourth Grade students focus on improving physical fitness through 
activities that build strength, endurance, and coordination. They also study the importance of healthy 

lifestyles, including proper nutrition, exercise, and sleep. Safety lessons include how to protect oneself 
in different environments, such as at home, school, or outdoors. The curriculum also covers mental 

and emotional well-being, teaching students to recognize and manage stress, develop self-
confidence, and practice good decision-making. 

 

 
LIBRARY 

Fourth-grade students further develop their library skills, learning how to use various library resources 
effectively for research projects. They practice finding books using call numbers, understanding the 

difference between fiction and non-fiction, and using online databases to locate information. Students 
continue to develop critical thinking and comprehension skills by reading a variety of genres and 

analyzing texts for deeper meaning. 

 

 
PERSONAL FINANCE 

Fourth-grade students explore the basics of personal finance, including the concepts of saving, 
spending, and budgeting. They learn how to make responsible financial decisions and understand the 

importance of setting financial goals. Students are introduced to the idea of earning money through 
work and how to make choices about spending based on needs and wants. 

 

 
READING AND WRITING IN TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

In Fourth Grade, students practice reading and writing in technical subjects by engaging with 
informational texts, such as how-to guides and simple manuals. They learn to follow instructions, 

interpret diagrams, and explain processes. Writing focuses on providing clear, step-by-step directions 
or explanations of a process. 

 

 



 
READING AND WRITING IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students in Fourth Grade read and write about historical and social studies topics, such as early 
American history, the role of Pennsylvania in the U.S. founding, and the contributions of various groups 

to society. They learn to summarize key events, write about historical figures, and make connections 
between past and present. They are introduced to primary and secondary sources, using evidence to 

support their writing. 

 
STEELS (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY, AND 

SUSTAINABILITY 
In Fourth Grade, students explore STEELS concepts through hands-on projects related to engineering 

and technology. They learn about simple machines, design solutions to real-world problems, and 
investigate the role of technology in improving life. Environmental literacy is integrated as students 

study conservation, sustainability, and how human activities affect the Earth’s resources. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

In Fourth Grade, students expand their vocabulary in a world language, focusing on more complex 
phrases related to everyday life, school, and family. They practice listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing skills through interactive activities and simple conversations. They also deepen their 
understanding of the culture and traditions associated with the language they are learning. 

 


