
3rd GRADE PA CORE STANDARDS INSTRUCTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  
In Third Grade, students focus on reading comprehension, fluency, and writing. They read both fiction 

and non-fiction texts, analyzing story elements such as character, setting, plot, and main ideas. 
Students learn how to summarize texts, identify key details, and infer meaning. Writing standards 

focus on crafting structured paragraphs, using correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling. They write 
for different purposes, including narratives, informative pieces, and opinion writing. 

 

 
MATH 

Third-grade students master multiplication and division within 100, including solving word problems 
that involve these operations. They also work on understanding the concept of fractions (e.g., 

comparing and generating simple fractions). Students explore geometry, learning about two- and 
three-dimensional shapes, symmetry, and measuring the perimeter of shapes. They continue to 

develop problem-solving skills through word problems and apply addition, subtraction, and 
multiplication to real-world scenarios. 

 
SCIENCE 

In Third Grade, students study earth science, including topics such as the water cycle, weather 
patterns, and ecosystems. They explore how living organisms depend on their environment and 

discuss the basic needs of plants and animals. Students also study physical science concepts, such 
as force, motion, and energy. Hands-on experiments and investigations are used to encourage critical 

thinking and problem-solving. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

Third graders explore local, state, and national history. They study the founding of Pennsylvania, its 
geography, and the roles of early settlers and Native American groups. They learn about the structure 

of government, the significance of the Constitution, and basic economic concepts like goods, 
services, and resources. Students develop map skills and understand the relationship between 

geography and history. 

 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES 

In Art, students build on their knowledge of colors, shapes, and textures to create more complex 
works. They learn to explore various materials and techniques, such as drawing, painting, and 

sculpture, while understanding artistic principles like balance and proportion. In Music, third-grade 
students continue to explore rhythm, melody, and harmony. They learn to read and write basic musical 

notation, sing songs, and perform music using simple instruments. 

 

 



BUSINESS, COMPUTER, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Third-grade students expand their understanding of technology by using computers and other devices 
for research, communication, and educational games. They are introduced to basic word processing 

skills, such as typing and formatting, and learn how to search for information online. Students also 
discuss the role of technology in business and everyday life. 

 
CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK 

In third grade, students begin to explore different careers and understand the importance of education, 
skills, and hard work in achieving career goals. They explore the concept of a work ethic and learn 

about different types of careers that contribute to their community and society as a whole. 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Third-grade students build on their basic coding skills by exploring more complex concepts like 
sequencing, loops, and conditional statements. They engage in simple coding activities and games 

that help them practice problem-solving and logical thinking. They also learn about the roles of 
technology in everyday life and how to use it responsibly. 

 
COUNSELING 

Third-grade counseling lessons focus on enhancing emotional awareness, building self-esteem, and 
practicing conflict resolution. Students learn strategies to cope with stress, manage their emotions, 

and develop positive relationships with peers. Social skills such as teamwork, respect, and kindness 
are emphasized to foster a supportive classroom environment. 

 
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY (AGRICULTURE) 

In third grade, students explore the impact humans have on the environment. They learn about 
ecosystems, food chains, and the importance of conservation. Topics like pollution, recycling, and 
sustainable agriculture are introduced. Students also explore the role of farming and agriculture in 

providing food and resources for communities. 

 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Family and Consumer Science in third grade introduces students to practical life skills. They learn 
about basic nutrition, healthy eating habits, and the importance of physical activity. Students also 

begin to understand the basics of personal finance, including the concept of saving, budgeting, and 
making choices with money. 

 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In Health and Physical Education, third-grade students develop more advanced motor skills, including 
agility, balance, and coordination. They learn about healthy lifestyles, focusing on nutrition, exercise, 

and hygiene. Safety lessons include understanding rules for staying safe in different environments, 
such as at home, school, and during physical activities. 



 
LIBRARY 

Library standards in third grade focus on building research skills. Students learn how to use a library 
catalog, search for books by author or title, and use different resources to gather information. They 

read a variety of genres, practice summarizing key ideas, and discuss how authors convey messages 
through their writing. 

 
PERSONAL FINANCE 

In third grade, students learn about the basics of money management, including understanding the 
difference between wants and needs, and how to budget. They are introduced to the concepts of 
saving, spending, and earning money, as well as the importance of making responsible financial 

decisions. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

Third graders begin to engage with technical texts by reading simple instructions, diagrams, and how-to 
guides. They practice following step-by-step directions to complete tasks or experiments. Writing in 
this area focuses on clearly explaining processes or giving directions based on what they’ve learned 

from technical texts. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students in third grade begin reading and writing about historical events, figures, and concepts. They 
focus on summarizing key ideas from social studies texts, writing about past events, and organizing 
their thoughts in chronological order. They also practice identifying primary and secondary sources 

and making connections between historical information and their own experiences. 

 
STEELS (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY, AND 

SUSTAINABILITY 
In third grade, students explore concepts in STEELS by conducting experiments related to forces, 

motion, and energy. They begin to understand the role of engineering in solving real-world problems. 
Topics like sustainability, renewable energy, and environmental conservation are emphasized through 

hands-on projects and activities. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

Third-grade students continue building their world language skills, focusing on vocabulary related to 
daily activities, family, and greetings. They practice basic listening and speaking skills and learn simple 

sentences and expressions. Cultural awareness is also introduced, as students explore customs, 
traditions, and holidays related to the language they are learning. 

 


