
2nd GRADE PA CORE STANDARDS INSTRUCTIONAL FRAMEWORK 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  
In Second Grade, students build on their reading and writing skills by improving fluency and 
comprehension. They read a variety of texts, including fiction and non-fiction, and focus on 

understanding the main idea, details, and sequence of events. Writing becomes more complex with 
the introduction of sentences and short paragraphs, as students work on expressing their ideas 
clearly and with proper punctuation. Grammar lessons include parts of speech (nouns, verbs, 

adjectives) and sentence structure. 

 

 
MATH  

Second-grade math standards focus on mastering addition and subtraction up to 100, with an 
emphasis on solving word problems. Students learn about place value, including hundreds, tens, 

and ones. They also begin to understand the concept of multiplication, explore measurement 
(length, weight, time), and work with simple data through graphs. Geometry concepts are expanded, 

and students learn about basic shapes, symmetry, and position words. 

 

 
SCIENCE  

In Second Grade, students explore scientific concepts related to life cycles, habitats, and 
ecosystems. They study the needs of living organisms and how they interact with their environment. 
Additionally, students learn about simple physical science concepts such as force and motion, and 

the states of matter. Hands-on experiments help them develop observation and inquiry skills. 

 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES  

Second-grade social studies introduces students to geography, including reading simple maps and 
understanding the basic elements of a map (key, symbols, compass rose). They learn about 
communities, cultural diversity, and the roles of various community members. Additionally, 

students are introduced to historical figures, important national holidays, and the basic principles 
of citizenship, such as respecting others and following rules. 

 
ARTS AND HUMANITIES  

In Art, students explore using a variety of materials to create artwork, practicing techniques like 
drawing, painting, and collage. They focus on understanding basic elements of art, such as color, 
texture, and patterns. In Music, students continue to build rhythm skills, sing songs, and explore 

different musical instruments. They learn about melody, tempo, and how music can tell a story or 
convey emotion. 



 
BUSINESS, COMPUTER, AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Second-grade students expand their understanding of technology by learning how to use devices for 
simple tasks such as drawing, typing, or educational games. They are introduced to basic functions 
of computers, such as using a mouse, keyboard, and simple software. They also learn about the role 

of technology in everyday life. 

 

 
CAREER EDUCATION AND WORK 

In second grade, students are introduced to different types of careers and learn about the roles of 
various jobs in the community. They explore the skills needed for various professions and 

understand the importance of teamwork, cooperation, and problem-solving in the workplace. 

 

 
COMPUTER SCIENCE  

Second-grade students build on their understanding of basic technology by exploring simple coding 
concepts. Through interactive games and activities, they learn about sequencing, patterns, and 

logical thinking. Students are also introduced to the concept of algorithms and how technology can 
be used to solve problems. 

 

 
COUNSELING  

Second-grade counseling focuses on building social-emotional skills. Students learn about 
recognizing and expressing emotions, understanding empathy, resolving conflicts, and making 
responsible decisions. The curriculum encourages students to build positive relationships with 

others, develop self-confidence, and work cooperatively. 

  
ENVIRONMENT AND ECOLOGY (AGRICULTURE) 

In second grade, students deepen their understanding of the natural world, exploring topics like the 
water cycle, weather, and ecosystems. They learn about the importance of plants and animals in the 

environment, including basic concepts of farming and agriculture. Sustainability and caring for 
natural resources are also introduced. 

 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

Family and Consumer Science in second grade emphasizes personal care and responsibility, such 
as washing hands and brushing teeth. Students explore healthy eating habits, focusing on the 

importance of eating a balanced diet. They also learn about basic household responsibilities, such 
as keeping their space clean and contributing to family tasks. 

 



 
HEALTH, SAFETY, AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

In Health and Physical Education, second-grade students continue developing motor skills through 
activities like running, jumping, and team sports. They learn about the importance of exercise for 

maintaining health and practice following rules for safe play. Health education includes lessons on 
personal hygiene, nutrition, and the importance of safety at home, school, and in the community. 

 
LIBRARY 

Second-grade library standards focus on building reading comprehension and research skills. 
Students practice identifying parts of a book, such as the title, author, and table of contents. They 

learn how to use library resources to find information and explore a variety of texts, including 
stories, informational books, and poetry. 

 
PERSONAL FINANCE 

In second grade, students learn the basics of money, including identifying coins and bills and 
understanding their value. They explore the difference between wants and needs and practice 

making simple decisions about saving and spending. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

Second-grade students are introduced to reading and writing in technical subjects by engaging with 
simple instructional texts. They learn how to follow directions, use diagrams, and understand the 

basic structure of informational texts that explain how things work or how to do things. 

 
READING AND WRITING IN HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 

Students in second grade begin to read and write about historical and social studies topics, 
including learning about historical figures, national symbols, and significant events. They use 

pictures, maps, and short sentences to describe important social studies concepts and events from 
the past. 

 
STEELS (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY, AND 

SUSTAINABILITY 
Second graders explore basic STEELS concepts such as simple machines, environmental changes, 

and sustainability. They learn about energy, matter, and the scientific process, gaining hands-on 
experience in conducting experiments and solving real-world problems. 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

In second grade, students continue learning a world language (often Spanish or another language), 
focusing on simple vocabulary related to greetings, family, and daily routines. They practice listening 

and speaking basic phrases, songs, and simple sentences, and begin to understand cultural 
practices and traditions associated with the language. 



 


