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Annual Parent Notice
Right to Request Teacher Qualifications
NTSD Elementary Schools:
R.B. Walter Elementary, Clark Wood Elementary and Westfield
Area Elementary
Fall 2022
Our elementary schools receive federal funds for programs that are
part of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as
amended (2015). Throughout the school year, we will continue to
provide you with important information about this law and your
child's education. Based on current education law, teachers must
have earned State certification and licensure. State certification and
licensure is the training required to be a teacher. We are prepared
to give your child a high-quality education. You have the right to
request information about the professional qualifications of your
child’s teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s). A paraprofessional provides academic or other support for students under the direct supervision of a teacher. If you request this information, the district
or school will provide you with the following as soon as possible:
a. if the teacher has met State certification and licensing requirements for the grade levels and subjects for which the teacher provides instruction;
b. if state certification and licensing requirements have been
waived (is not being required at this time) for the teacher under
emergency or other temporary status;
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c. if the teacher is teaching in the field of discipline for which they are
certified or licensed;
d. if the teacher has met State-approved or State-recognized certification, licensing, registration, or other comparable requirements.
These requirements apply to the professional discipline in which the
teacher is working and may include providing English language instruction to English learners, special education or related services to
students with disabilities, or both; and
e. if your child is receiving Title I or Special Education services from
paraprofessionals, his or her qualifications.
Our staff are committed to helping your child develop the social, academic and critical thinking he or she needs to succeed in school and
beyond. That commitment includes making sure that all our teachers
and paraprofessionals are highly skilled. If you would like to request
information about your child’s teacher(s) or paraprofessional(s), or if
you have any questions about your child’s assignment to a teacher or
paraprofessional, please contact the Director of Federal Programs:
Kristopher Kaufman, kaufmank@ntiogasd.org
814-258-5646 ext. 1036, NTSD 110 Ellison Road, Elkland, PA 16920

Williamson Jr./Sr. High School
Fall Festival:
Special thanks to all the students and families who came out to WHS
on 10/22 to enjoy the second annual “Williamson Fall Festival”.
Three student-lead groups (Student Council, Williamson Band, and
F.B.L.A.) planned and ran the event. Advisors for Student Council
(Mrs. Collum, and Mrs. Taylor), Band (Mr. Lavelle) and F.B.L.A. (Mr.
Antoine) helped guide the planning process. Additionally, the Williamson Music Boosters, under the leadership of Booster President
Mr. Hepfer, prepared walking tacos, and drinks. The Band ran their
Haunted House for $1 admission while the FBLA ran a Laser Tag
event in the WHS gym for $2. The Student Council, in conjunction
with local businesses, gave out candy to trick-or-treaters who visited
the WHS parking lot. The Student Council also had face painting for
$1. All advisors were very proud of how their student lead groups put
the event together, and flawlessly served the 300+ people who came
to celebrate the Fall Festival. They look forward to doing it again
next year!
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Concert Streaming:
All of our major concerts will be livestreamed on the band’s Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/williamsonmarchingwarriors . An up-tothe minute calendar of events is also available to view under the
“Learn More” button on the page.
NTSD Calendar:
Check out events from across NTSD on www.ntiogasd.org The
dropdown calendar has all of our band
and chorus events on it, as well as most
other events across NTSD.
Orange, Grapefruit, and Apple
Sale:
The WHS music dept. sold fruit from
Florida Indian River Groves. All Williamson band and chorus students in
grades 7-12 were given the opportunity
to participate. Proceeds help defer the
cost of competition trips to places like
Cedar Point, and Disney World. Huge
“thank you” to those who supported our
students.
Williamson Marching Warriors:
The Williamson Marching Warriors participated in several field shows
and parades this fall, including:
Watkins Glen Italian-American Festival Parade
Tioga Old Home Days Parade
Tournament of Bands at Shamokin HS
Tournament of Bands at STSD
Tioga 9/11 Ceremony
Half-time at 2 WHS soccer games
Half-time at 2 CVHS football games
Tournament of Bands at Shikellamy HS
Tournament of Bands at Loyalsock HS
Pep music at a volleyball game
Columbus Day Tournament of Bands Parade
Bandtoberfest at Corning HS
WHS Open House Concert
Tioga Lights Parade
See schedule below for our upcoming performances!! Our winter concerts will be wonderful!

4

Columbus Day Tournament of Bands:
The Williamson Marching Warriors participated in the 62nd annual
Columbus Day Tournament of bands on 10/11. The event included
six bands in three categories. Out of the two schools in class B, the
Williamson HS Band placed 1st, Color Guard placed 1st, and senior
Paige Hepfer took home the best overall drum major award.
Veterans’ Appreciation Concert & Open House Concert:
On 11/11, the WHS Band/chorus performed for Veterans as part of
the history club’s tribute to our nation’s veterans. Thank you for all
you have sacrificed! The Williamson Middle and High School
bands and choirs also put on a short concert at open house that
same evening.
Good Luck PMEA Auditionees:
Five students from the WHS band will be submitting audition videos for acceptance into the 2022 PMEA District 8 Band. Good luck!
Accepted or not, all 5 students improved their musicianship tremendously by preparing for this audition.
Upcoming Music Dept. Dates Through January:
12/7

7:00 PM

12/8

7:00 PM

12/9

7:00 PM

12/10

7:00 PM

12/15

7:00 PM

1/28

All Day

HS Chorus
Concert
HS Band
Concert
MS Band/
Chorus Concert
ES Band/
Chorus Concert
Snow date for
concerts if
necessary
PMEA District 8 Band

WHS

Chorus 912

WHS

Band 9-12

WHS

Band/
Chorus 7-8

WHS

Band/
Chorus 5-6

WHS
TBD

TBD
Accepted
Students

Chorus - Each year, choral students from our school district have
the opportunity to audition for the District 8 Choral Festival sponsored by the Pennsylvania Music Educators' Association (PMEA).
These students audition in competition with hundreds of students
from 9 counties for the chance at participating in this festival. This
year, Thomas Brown (a junior) and Steven Hepfer (a sophomore),
qualified from Williamson High School, both on the Tenor 2 part.
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The District Festival will be held on January 12 & 13, 2023 with a
7PM concert on the 13th at the Community Arts Center in Williamsport. Congratulations to Steven and Thomas!
Williamson High School’s Open House will be held on November 10,
2022 at 6PM, featuring performances from Middle and High School
Bands and Middle and High School Choruses.

8th Grade Science - 8th grade science recently participated in the
Soil Your Undies Challenge sponsored by the Pennsylvania Soil
Health Coalition. Students in Mrs. Hultz’ 8th grade science classes
buried 100% cotton underwear in 4 different soil types to test
the soil health in our area. Underwear was buried for 60 days. The
reveal happened as students recently completed lessons on energy
flow in ecosystems, specifically the role of decomposers and the carbon cycle in ecosystems. Students learned that there are billions of
microbes in a teaspoon of soil. These microbes require food for energy and eat carbon. Carbon is a common element in 100% organic
materials , like cotton underwear. Students discovered that the soils
in our experiment decomposed the majority of our underwear. The
results were documented and sent into the Pennsylvania Soil Health
Coalition and the information will be used to raise public interest in
soil health in Pennsylvania.
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8th Grade - The 8th grade class at Williamson travelled to Syracuse
on Oct. 20th to see the Rosamond Zoo. They had a great time exploring the different exhibits that included an elephant enclosure, large
cats, and an extensive reptile house. They then had an opportunity to
spend time at WonderWorks inside the Destiny USA mall. There they
got the chance to play laser tag, traverse a ropes course, and explore
all of the hands-on activities. At the end of the trip, they had dinner at
Empire Buffet. Overall, it was a great trip, and the students were complemented many times on their excellent behavior.
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Clark Wood Elementary School
From the Principal:
I would like to take a moment to thank the Clark Wood Home and
School Association for hosting Breakfast with Me. This is always a
big event and was well attended.
Thank you for your patience as the
lines were significant. I also want to
share that the Kid’s Night Out had a
great turnout. Maybe the biggest one
ever. It is so good to be getting back to
normal.
The annual Clark Wood Halloween
Parade and Assembly was awesome.
Elkland Mayor, Bill Sherman, joined
us and discussed Halloween safety.
We are grateful for Mr. Sherman’s
support. The kid’s costumes were awesome.
As we move toward the holiday season, I encourage you to be on
the lookout for our first Family Reading Night of the year and
some other traditional activities. We are definitely looking forward
to some fun community events.
Thank you again for your support of our students and school.
Jess Millard
Title 1/Reading Notes:
TITLE 1:
Be a "SOUP"er reader! Warm cozy books bring families together.
We have so much to be thankful for this month. What books are
you thankful for?
Home and School Association:
HSA Happenings:
 Our next HSA meeting is November 14th @ 6 PM in the Clark
Wood Library.
 The GIFT CARD SALE ended November 4th. The gift cards will
be delivered before Thanksgiving break.
 HSA was able to provide lunch/dinner for teachers during Parent-Teacher conferences. Thank you to those who donated their
time for this event.
HSA will be sponsoring a Movie Night in the Clark Wood Auditorium on November 22nd. Like the Clark Wood HSA Facebook page
for more information.
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Valley Youth Initiative: Tabor Foundation
We would like to thank the Tabor Foundation for their support of
the Shoe Program. Their donation helps us to be able to provide
shoe’s, coats, boots, and other warm items for students over the
winter. We are grateful for your support.
The Shoe Bank will be open on Saturday, November 12, and Saturday, December 10 from 9:3012:00 at the Elkland High School gymnasium.
School Wide Positive Behavior Program:
R- Respect Everyone
A- Act Safely
M- Make Responsible Choices
S- Show Pride
Upcoming Events:
Wednesday, November 9: 1:30 Veteran’s Day Assembly
Thursday, November 10: 3-hour Early Dismissal – Parent Teacher
Conferences
Friday, November 11: No School – Parent Teacher Conferences
Friday, November 18: Kid’s Night Out
Tuesday, November 22: HSA Movie Night – 6PM
Wednesday, November 23: 3-hour Early Dismissal
November 24-November 28: No School – Thanksgiving – Buck Day
Thursday, December 8: Family Reading Night – 6-7:30
Wednesday, December 14: Band/Chorus Concert – 7:00
Friday, December 16: Caroling at Jerome Park – After the Christmas Parade
Thursday, December 22: 3-hour Early Dismissal
December 23-January 2: No School – Christmas Break
Classroom News:
Music Notes:
Dec 14 - Advanced Band and Chorus Concert at 7:00 p.m. in the
Elkland Complex Auditorium
Dec. 16 Caroling in the Park - Grades K-6 and families at Jerome
Park immediately following the ELkland Christmas Parade. Join
us for caroling, cocoa, and candy canes. Feel free to bring along
your letter to Santa. There will be a special mailbox.
Kindergarten:
In math we are completing Unit 2, concentrating on numbers zero
to ten. We have learned number recognition as well as writing.
With number recognition and writing, children are exposed to tens
frames, two-by-five rectangular frames into which counters are
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placed to show numbers less than or equal to ten. The use of tens
frames helps to develop children's number sense within the context of ten. Just as recognizing sight words for reading to build
fluency, learning to recognize tens frames will help in establishing a strong foundation for addition and subtraction later in our
curriculum.
In reading, we are working on Unit 3, “Going Places.” We continue to add sight words to our wall and take-home bags. We have
now learned enough letters to blend sounds together and read
cvc words (consonant, vowel, consonant). Students can read
simple sentences like Nat and Tip like the cat.
In our homerooms, we look forward to Thanksgiving fun activities. In addition, we will add to our positive behavior theme of
thankfulness - “If you’re happy and You Know It…Be Thankful.”
The kindergarten student of the month is Willow Calvario. Way
to go, Willow!
First Grade:
First grade enjoyed our Clark Wood Halloween festivities. We
had a parade, assembly, and completed several Halloween related centers.
We enjoyed seeing so many parents at parent teacher conferences. Thank you for taking time out of your busy days to come
and meet about your child's progress. If at any point you have
questions or concerns about your child, please don't hesitate to
contact his/her teacher.
Our first field trip will be on Monday, December 12th. We will be
going to the Clemens Center to see Click, Clack, Moo. We will be
eating lunch at Burger King. More information will be forthcoming.
Our first-grade student of the month is Jillian Eberlin-Cloos. She
is a ray of sunshine. She is always respectful in the classroom
and in our school to both adults and students. She is kind to others. She works hard and follows directions. She can always be
counted on to do her job. She is very responsible.
Second Grade:
We have been very busy here at Clark Wood. In Math, we are beginning to do addition problems with regrouping. Students are
working hard and applying their skills in word problems. In ELA,
students are learning about animals and their habitats. Children
are using their background knowledge to better understand stories about animals. Our writing in 2nd grade is developing nicely
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and students will be working on persuasive/opinion paragraphs.
Please continue to work with your child and thank you for the support.
Third/Fourth Grade:
Math (3):
This month we have been working on multiplication and the kids
have been rocking it! We used repeated addition, arrays, equal
groups, and number lines to help us solve multiplication problems.
The students are taking timed tests each day to quiz into multiplication clubs. Each student has made flashcards and is working hard to
practice them each day. Next, we will be working on division.
ELA (3):
Third Grade ELA has been working hard studying narrative texts.
We have read several stories and written a lot of TDAs and essays to
demonstrate our understanding. We will continue to develop our
writing skills with the next unit where we focus on literary elements.
Science (3):
We have been studying ecosystems in third grade. After discussing
how adaptations with help animals survive, the kids got to pick an
animal to draw a picture of representing their various adaptations.
These included what kind of shelter they live in, how they store and
gather food, how they care for their young, and how they defend
themselves. The kids presented their work to the class.
Social Studies (3):
Third Grade Social Studies have been focusing on landforms. Students are able to distinguish between various types of landforms
and bodies of water. We will soon start discussing human characteristics of places, such as population and culture.
Math (4):
In fourth grade math we are using are multiplication and division
skills to tackle long division. We are using higher order thinking
skills to do error analysis when our answers are not correct the first
time. It's challenging!
ELA (4):
In fourth grade ELA we are venturing into the importance of plot
elements. We are shifting from informational texts into fictional
texts that are meant to entertain the reader. We will be discussing
points of view, types of conflicts, and characterization.
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Science (4):
In science class we are studying the similarities between plants
and animals.
Social Studies (4):
In fourth grade Social Studies we are learning about the resources that Pennsylvania has to offer!
Fifth Grade:
Math classes have finished Unit 1 Part 1 dealing with whole numbers and are moving onto Part 2 which deals with decimals. We
will be working with decimals in the various number forms such
as word form, standard form, and expanded form. We will be
rounding decimals, comparing decimals, and ordering decimals.
We will work with decimals using the operations of addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division. All students are encouraged to review and study their math facts. Knowing our
math facts makes math class so much easier and enjoyable!
Social Studies classes are working in small groups to create projects and teach their classmates about the Native Americans who
lived in four different regions of the United States -- The Desert
Southwest, The Northwest Coast and Arctic, The Plains, and The
Eastern Woodlands.
ELA is finishing up Unit 2 where we learned about text evidence,
central idea & supporting details, biography vs. autobiographies,
and integrating information from multiple texts. In Unit 3 we
will be learning about elements of a narrative, sentence fragments and run-ons. Also, we will be looking at plot, setting, and
summarizing literature.
Science has just moved on to electromagnetism. This will combine our two previous units on magnetism and electricity.
Sixth Grade:
Sixth Grade Math has finished: all operations of fractions and
decimals, exponents, fractions/decimals/percents and PEMDAS. We will be moving on to properties, writing equations and
solving equations. They will be learning about variables and how
to write expressions and equations with unknowns. They will
brainstorm a chart to help them decide which words mean which
operations.
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Sixth Grade Social Studies has completed the unit on Map
Skills. They have learned about latitude, longitude, important part
of a globe, the compass rose, continents, oceans, and time
zones. Our next unit will cover the Five Themes of Geography.
6th Grade ELA is starting Unit 3 and talking about how literary elements and author's style work to create literature. We will be discussing the elements of plot, sequence of a story and character
traits. In Grammar we will be learning about pronouns.
In January fifth and sixth grade will be conducting a Little Caesar's
Pizza sale to earn money for our trip to Niagara Falls in May.
Clark Wood Students of the Month:
Kindergarten:
First Grade:
Second Grade:
Third Grade:
Fourth Grade:
Fifth Grade:
Sixth Grade:

Willow Calvario
Jillian Eberlin-Cloos
Grayson Hall
Kameron Wood
Krayzen Beard
Tyler Serino
Fisher Mascho

:

Student of the Month: Fisher Mascho
Fisher Mascho, a 6th grade student in Mrs. Lyon’s homeroom, is the
Clark Wood Student of the Month. He is the son of Lindsay and Terry Mascho of Knoxville.
Fisher is an amazing young man. He puts in full effort with everything that he does. He is well-mannered, easy-going, has a fantastic
personality, and is a joy to be around. Fisher does it all with a smile
on his face. One of his strengths is being able to separate himself
from situations to focus on the tasks at hand.
At school he is a Kindergarten Helper, an Art Helpers, and a helper
for the Back-Pack Program. If there is someone who needs help, he
is there. All the while, doing well academically with all his classes.
Outside of school he plays baseball, football, soccer, and intends to
play basketball next year. There isn't much he doesn't do. In addition to sports, he likes to hunt, ride 4-wheeler, camp, and help out at
home with chopping and stacking wood. He enjoys spending time
with his family and doing whatever comes up.
When asked what he enjoys he said: " I enjoy watching the Dolphins lose." He is a Dolphin fan so when asked to explain he said: "I
know they'll choke in the playoffs.
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Fisher is an outstanding student that has a bright future ahead of
him. He has the personality, sense of humor, and ability to do anything he chooses. We are very proud of him.

Cowanesque Valley High School
Treasure Island
The Cowanesque Valley Drama Club hit the road with a traveling
children's show recently. Bryson Fuhrer, Alena Kolesar, Addi
Winch, Thomas Baker, Evan Zinck, and Kyra Campbell were cast
as sailors and pirates in the classic tale of Treasure Island. The cast
toured six various elementary schools in the region providing live
theatre to students in grades kindergarten through sixth. The show
included audience participation which the elementary students
loved!
Additionally, our drama club collaborated with the Tioga County
Partnership for Community Health who provided the funding and
advertising for two free dinner theatre performances: one at CV
and one at Williamson.
Our drama club is so very proud to be able to provide free live theatre experiences to children throughout the region. What a joy!"
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National
Junior Honor Society
A group of National Junior Honor Society members helped in
Knoxville on Saturday, October 15th. They set up chairs at the
community center, moved a variety of items in the library, and did
yard work for the library. Students who participated were Carsyn
Kemp, Brayden
McDonnell, Maddie
Bailey, Grant
Fuhrer, and Beckett
Pritchard.

16

Combined Concert
The Cowanesque Valley HS and Westfield Area ES bands will be
presenting a combined concert on Thursday, December 1st at
7PM in the high school auditorium. Come hear all the band students from elementary through high school perform! All music
concerts are free and open to the public.
Tioga County Music Festival
Cowanesque Valley High School will be hosting the Tioga County Music Festival on Wednesday, November 16th. Top band and
chorus students from around the county will get to participate in
rehearsals throughout the day with guest conductors. The day's
schedule will culminate with a free concert at 7PM. Come support the student musicians as they get an opportunity to showcase their talents!
Thank You Deerfield Charitable Trust
A heart-felt thank you goes out to the Deerfield Charitable Trust
for once again providing a grant for band instruments. Most students involved with the elementary and high school band programs utilize school instruments that were purchased through
Deerfield Charitable Trust funding. If you know any board members, please thank them for their continued support!
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R.B. Walter Elementary School
Kindergarten: Kindergarten has been working diligently on learning their sight words. They have mastered the first set and are beginning to work on their second set. Continue practicing these daily at home to keep building on their skill. We are beginning to apply our newly learned letter sounds to blend and read words and
write sentences. In math, we are learning how to count, name,
write, and show numbers 1-10. In December, we will be venturing
out for our first field trip. This is an exciting time for Kindergarteners. Colder weather is quickly approaching, which means the start
of winter clothing. Please work with your child on how to put on
their winter gear: snowpants, boots, hats, and gloves. This will be a
great skill needed when we get ready for our recess time.
First Grade: We’re having a BLAST in 1st grade, and we have been
busy! It’s hard to believe we are through the 1st marking period already. The holidays are right around the corner.
In Math, we finished up learning about addition and have now
moved onto subtraction. We also finished up Unit 1 in our Reading
Wonders ELA curriculum and have moved on to Unit 2. First graders also learned about rules and laws in Social Studies, and we are
moving on to learning about the Scientific Method in Science.
We really enjoyed our 1st field trip of the year to Three Springs
Farms! First graders got to pick a pumpkin, learned about and
were able to pet some farm animals, learned some basics about
horse riding and how to care for them, went on a hayride, and did a
corn maze. Harvest Spirit Week was full of fun! We concluded the
week with rotating to each of the 1st grade classrooms where we did
different harvest activities and had a harvest party in our classrooms.
The 50th day of school was GROOVY! Many of us dressed like we
were from the 1950’s, listened to 50’s music, counted to 50, made a
gumball machine with 50 gumball stamps, and made root beer
floats! We then tallied who liked or didn’t like root beer floats and
made a bar graph with that data...most 1st graders thought root
beer floats are YUMMY!
As the weather changes, please help your child dress in layers.
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Many mornings are very cold, while our afternoon recess can be a
bit warmer. Also, as we head into the snowy season, full snow gear
is needed for recess in order to play in the snow (boots, snowpants,
gloves, winter coat, and hat). Students who don’t have full snow
gear will still go outside but will need to play on the blacktop.
Thanks for all your support at home…we couldn’t do it without
you!
Second Grade: It’s been a very busy month. We’ve learned many
addition strategies such as counting on, doubles, and making a ten
to help us get quicker and better at math facts. We’ve also been
enjoying learning our math facts using Moby Max. It’s a fun and
educational program that challenges the students to become more
fluent with their basic addition and subtraction facts! We are also
learning to regroup addition problems!
In social studies we’ve been learning about communities and the
rules that keep us safe.
In science, we quickly become familiar with the scientific method
through hands-on, engaging activities. We hypothesized what
would keep apples from turning brown and what would happen to
candy corn in different liquids.
In reading, we’ve been concentrating on multiple meaning words,
finding key details, and writing. We are working on opinion writing
this month by trying to convince our families to eat something other than turkey on Thanksgiving!
Third Grade: Why is working together a good way to solve a problem? Third grade students are reading various folktales. They are
using skills and strategies to locate details that help them to determine the theme of each story. In English, we are working on common and proper nouns.
In Science we have started a new unit all about plants and animals.
We are learning about all of the things that plants and animals
need to survive. We have learned about the adaptations these creatures have to make them all special. We have also learned about
the different types of ecosystems. Students have even had the opportunity to create their own ecosystem. This has been and will
continue to be a very fun unit for students.
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In Math we are learning strategies to solve multiplication and
division facts. We have been using XtraMath and daily quizzes to
show our memorization of the basic facts. The students are excited as they are building construction paper ice-cream sundaes
with every new multiplication fact they have learned.
Third grade recently enjoyed a field trip to Sopertown Seeds in
Columbia Cross Roads. The day was filled with outside activities
that involved a Corn Maze, Pumpkin Painting, making butter
with the Dairy Princess, and making apple cider with DCNR. We
had a lot of fun!
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It’s conference time! We look forward to meeting with you to
discuss your child’s progress. Multiplication has been the math
focus this month. Students have been practicing multiplying by
1-digit and 2-digit numbers. We’ve also been reviewing basic
division facts, along with differentiating between factors and
multiples. Please help your child practice their multiplication
facts! Flashcards and multiplication.com are great ways to
practice.
In Science the students have been learning about heredity and
life cycles of plants and animals. They learned the difference
between inherited traits and acquired traits. Some examples of
inherited traits we talked about were tongue rolling, widow’s
peak, and hitchhiker's thumb. The students created monster
offspring that exhibited traits of their parents. We concluded
the unit learning about animal life cycles. Students learned the
difference between metamorphosis and direct development.
Butterflies, moths, and frogs go through metamorphosis and
horses, cats, and dogs go through direct development. Our next
unit of study will be animal adaptations. We will be doing a variety of activities to help us understand the adaptations that
animals have to help them survive in their environments.
Q: Why couldn’t the frog tell the truth?
A: It’s an am-FIB-ian.
In ELA, the students wrote narrative stories about an animal
character and their misadventures. Thank you for all your help
with editing your child's writing. They did an excellent job and
you will enjoy reading their exciting adventures!
November is a month of thankfulness with Thanksgiving fast
approaching! We encourage you to take a moment each day to
discuss with your child why you are thankful.
Fifth Grade: It is hard to believe the second marking period
has arrived. Fifth graders continue to work hard in all academic
areas. In reading class, we are continuing our focus on text features and what they add to the text. Next in language arts, we
will concentrate on sentence fragments and punctuation. In
Math class are moving on to long division of whole and decimal
numbers. Students are working so extremely hard to learn all
the steps of long division. In social studies, we are working to
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complete how agriculture has changed through civilization. Each
student will decide if they want to be a hunter/gatherer or
farmer. Then they will explain their choice and how it would affect their life. In science class, we are studying electric current
and the movement of charges through materials such as conductors or insulators. The students enjoyed the discovery lab on
making electrical circuits with batteries. Thanks again, to parents for helping our Harvest Party become an enormous success
with a wonderful harvest feast. Happy Thanksgiving! Enjoy
your family and friends.
It’s hard to believe another month has flown by and we are in
the middle of November. The weather has been beautiful! Sixth
grade students enjoyed their first “Flapjack Friday” on October
28. This is something we have really missed over the last couple
of years, and we are excited to offer it again this year. Our next
Flapjack Friday will be on November 18, where students will be
able to invite a couple of special adults in their life to join them
for breakfast.
Math class has been busy this past month! Students now know
how to multiply and divide fractions and mixed numbers. We
just finished studying the properties. These will come in handy
as we head into the Algebra Unit. Next up are Exponents, Order
of Operations, and the Coordinate Plane. There will be a few fun
projects that coincide with these lessons that are sure to please
the students. We continue to use Exact Path, a computer-based
program that allows students to work at their own level and
learn important math skills. Students can work to earn trophies
and meet challenges that will reward them with a variety of prizes.
In Science we are quickly moving through the solar system. We
started with the discussion of the early scientist and the difference between the geocentric and heliocentric models. We have
moved on to learning about the sun and all its layers. Our next
venture through space will take us to the planets exploring each
planet’s atmosphere, rotation, and revolution around the sun.
In Social Studies we are continuing to discuss the 5 themes of
geography as move into studying the United States and Canada.
Students just wrapped up completing their maps and did an
amazing job. They had to draw and design their own map, all
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while calculating the scale. Students worked hard and used division
and measurement from math as well. The students are looking forward to more Farm Friday activities coming as we approach the Holidays.
In ELA, we are working on symbolism, point of view and literary devices. Students are doing an incredible job. We discussed symbolism
in our community, country and world as well as looking at how an
author includes it in their writing as a literary device. By doing this
an author is able to convey a deeper understanding. To connect this
concept to writing, students are writing about a family heirloom or
collection and what that symbolizes to them. The VFW sponsored a
writing contest, and we had a couple winners. So exciting to see their
hard work pay off. Their paper will now go onto the country and state
competitions possibly. Grammar’s focus is currently on pronouns
and antecedents. Pronouns are a very important standard in sixth
grade. We are starting slow and will build.

Westfield Area Elementary School
1st Grade
First grade has been working very hard! In our reading unit we are
learning about communities. We learned about jobs people have in
their community and wrote about what we want to be when we grow
up. We also learned about buildings and what materials they are
made out of. We are also learning about animal communities and
habitats and how we can help out in our communities. We will be
learning about maps. We will read the book, “Flat Stanley,” and then
make our own flat people to send to someone we know. These ‘hosts’
will take our Flat Me’s around their community and then send information back to share with our class. It is a fun project!
In math, we finished our unit on addition, and we are now working
on subtraction. We are learning how to write subtraction number
sentences and will be using different strategies to subtract.
We did some exciting activities for fall and Halloween time. We went
on a field trip to Hamilton’s Pumpkin Patch after learning about
pumpkins and how they grow. We went through a corn maze and
launched some pumpkins at targets. We also had our mask parade on
October 28. First grade’s category was farm and zoo animals. Our
families helped us make some wonderful masks! It was a lot of fun!
We are looking forward to learning new things!
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2nd Grade
Second grade at WAES has been very busy! With Halloween officially behind us, Thanksgiving in our sights, and of course Christmas, we have been busy planning and doing lots of fun, hands-on
activities in the classroom. We enjoyed the mask parade for Halloween and created homemade masks of sea animals and birds.
They were all SUPER cute! We did some fun experiments with
“expanding ghost” balloons and some STEM work with candy
corn! We are looking forward to doing some Thanksgiving activities and writing in the upcoming weeks as well!
We have moved into addition in math class and everyone is doing
a great job with it! We’ve learned different strategies we can use to
add up numbers and we’ve been adding three-digit numbers together as well. We are starting with regrouping next and it will be
a challenge, but I’m sure this class is going to conquer that challenge!
We are starting our Gertrude Hawk chocolate bar fundraiser this
week! This fundraiser is a GREAT way for us to raise money for
upcoming field trips for the year! We plan to visit the zoo, the
Corning Museum of Glass, and even the Clemens Center, and we
can do all of it with the money we raise from this fundraiser!
Thank you to everyone who purchases candy bars off from our 2nd
graders this year! Our classes always love going on field trips!
4th Grade
4th grade students at WAES are working very hard. In reading, we
have been working to become more independent learners through
having agenda items after a lesson has been taught. In math, we
are multiplying and dividing using all different strategies. We just
finished a whoopie pie fundraiser that was a huge success! Thank
you so much to everyone who supported our upcoming trip to
Harrisburg. It will be so much fun in May!
5th Grade
The fifth graders at WAES are off to a great start for the 2nd marking period. They just wrapped up a successful Gertrude Hawk
Chocolates fundraiser to help with the cost of their field trip in
May. Thank you to those who supported the 5th grade class in any
way. Our Halloween celebration last week included making origami pumpkins, enjoying ice cream sundaes, and other special
treats. Thank you to those that contributed to our celebration as
well.
Mrs. Kulish has been studying the genre of narratives/stories in
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her reading/ELA class. Students have learned about all the parts
of the plot that makes up a great story. Her focus for English and
writing has been on sentences. Students have learned strategies to
recognize fragments and run-on sentences and how to correct
them.
Mrs. Bieser and the math classes had a day at the beach. Students
brought in beach towels, hats and sunglasses and enjoyed beach
music as they laid on the towels and figured out vacation decimal
problems. They used what they had just learned about decimals to
figure out the cost of gas, food, entertainment and lodging for this
beach vacation.
In science class with Mrs. Kulish, students have been studying
electricity and participated in some experiments this week focusing
on static electricity. Both Mrs. Kulish and Mrs. Bieser are looking
forward to conferences this coming week to have an opportunity to
share with parents all the exciting things happening in 5th grade
and the progress students are making.
Congratulations to those students that made their AR goal for the
first marking period. Students are hard at work on their goals for
the second marking period. Let’s keep reading those great books
we have selected to reach our goals.
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6th Grade
6th grade had a great end to October by helping make Harvest Relays a fun fall afternoon for our younger students! Each of them
either ran a relay activity or helped a primary classroom. We also
finished our first fundraiser, which helped us raise funds for our
Spring field trip to Niagara Falls.
Recently, we started working in small reading groups. Each group
spends time reading and discussing a chapter book of their choice.
One group is almost finished reading 42, which is a story about
Jackie Robinson. The culminating activity will be to conduct a research project based on a figure of their choice. Another group is
reading Hatchet and reviewing literary elements.
WAES ART
Folks from WAES are gearing up for our FALL INTO THE ARTS
night, celebrating visual arts, dance, theater, and music! Families
are invited to join us Thursday, November 17th for a FREE evening
of fun, door prizes, and snacks! Registration begins at 5:30 and
the festivities run from 6-8! We hope to see you there!
4th grade friends are beginning a big, bold, brand new project!
They’re designing barns based on the art of famed artist Eyvind
Earle (best known for his backgrounds in Disney’s Sleeping Beauty
and his gorgeous Barn series). We discussed the characteristics of
his work, then looked at photos of local barns submitted to us by
community members. We’re designing barns of our own on
posterboard! They’re HUGE! Later, we’ll revisit our barn quilt
project, designing geometric barn quilts with complementary colors, adding them to our beautiful barns!
3rd graders are looking at vintage putz houses and old Christmas
villages as we design cardboard houses of our very own. We are
using shapes as parts and practicing creating 3d shapes! We can’t
wait to display what they’ve worked so hard to design!
2nd grade students have mastered primary colors and are now exploring secondary colors, using primaries to mix them. It has been
messy, exciting, and gorgeous! We will use our painted papers to
create pumpkin patches, demonstrating space through size.
They’ll be a bright and cheerful addition to our art gallery hallway!
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WAES/CVHS Ski Club
Hike the Hill was a success! The WAES and CVHS Ski Clubs had
70 runners/hikers at their 7th annual fundraiser on November 5th.
It’s a 3-mile trail on old logging roads that has a steep incline
through mud, rocks, and trees. It was a beautiful day! The sun was
shining, and everyone enjoyed the beauty of the forest and the
crunch of the leaves. We also had many generous donations from
people in the community. We are very thankful for the support.
Funds are used to pay for busing to Swain Ski Resort. Let it snow!
Top 3 men: Nate Mummert, Mitch Bullock, & Dave Wert
Top 3 women: Dawn Bieser, Felisha Hackett, Kylie Schoonover
Top 3 boys: Hunter Simonds, Matt McKee, & Judah Mummert
Top 3 girls: Lainey Hackett, Laiken Hackett, & Laila Hackett
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