
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – Special Meeting 
June 23, 2020 

 
1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The special meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was called to 
order by President, Julie Preston at 6:05 PM.   
 

1.2 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.3 Board Attendance: Board members present via Zoom: Ed Bonham (entered the meeting at 
6:15 pm), Jean Kohut, Jolene Meisner, Jim Moyer, Jim Neal, Kim Strauser, and Julie 
Preston. Absent: Greg Cummings and Ian McLaughlin. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Kris Kaufman, Matt 
Sottolano, and Jeremy Freeman. No other administrators were required to attend. 

 
  1.4 Open Forum  
 
  No one from the public wished to address the Board at this time. 
 
2.0  ACTION ITEMS 
 

2.1 Athletic Health and Safety Plan (Exhibit #1) 
 
A motion was made by Jim Moyer, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the Northern 
Tioga School District Athletic Health and Safety Plan as outlined in Exhibit #1. Roll Call 
Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 
 
Jean Kohut asked who would be taking the athletes’ temperatures at practices and events. 
Dr. Barnes said the coaches will be taking their temperatures. Jean added that the schools 
will need to be careful to screen any students on our sports teams that come from other 
districts. Jolene Meisner asked what the process will be for keeping things clean and 
wondered if spectators can attend events. Dr. Barnes said everything will be cleaned 
including equipment, rooms used, etc. The administrative team has worked on developing 
cleaning procedures. She said there has been a lot of mixed guidance on spectators. They 
are allowed to attend but recommendations for maintaining a safe distance between 
spectators are continually evolving. Kim Strauser asked how transportation for sporting 
events will be managed. Dr. Barnes said buses will be used. Kim asked if the district will 
be following the one child per seat recommendation. Dr. Barnes said this would require 
that several buses be taken to each game. She is not aware of any other districts that plan to 
follow this recommendation. Kim stated that the district needs to take recommendations 
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seriously and be prepared to deal with any ramifications that could result from a virus 
outbreak.  
 
Ed Bonham entered the meeting at this time (6:15 pm). 
 
Jolene Meisner asked if parents will sign a waiver for students to participate in sports. Matt 
Sottolano, Principal of Cowanesque Valley High School, said parents will be signing a 
waiver before students can participate in any sports including preseason open gyms. He 
added that students will be screened at all sporting events, practices, and open gyms. The 
administration reviewed guidance and sample Athletic Health and Safety Plans from 
various organizations and districts while developing our plan. Jolene asked if the same 
plan and procedures will continue throughout the school year. Mr. Sottolano said they will 
continue and noted that the level of precaution taken will depend on what phase we are in. 
There will be an inherent risk for anyone who participates in sports.  

 
2.2 Replacement of RBW/WHS Skylights 

 
A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve replacement of 
eight existing skylights and a roof hatch at the R.B. Walter Elementary/Williamson High 
School as part of the roof project at a cost of $9,300.00. Roll Call Vote. The motion carried 
with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 
 
Jeremy Freeman, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, said he spoke with Ms. Fry, 
Principal of R.B. Walter Elementary School, and she would prefer that the skylights be 
replaced rather than removed. Jean Kohut asked if the current skylights are leaking. Jeremy 
said they are made of plastic and are brittle. They are concerned they will break when they 
are taken out during the roof project. Jean wondered where the money will come from to 
replace them and asked what the cost would be to remove and roof over the skylights. 
Kathy VanSchaick, Business Manager, said the money will come from the capital reserve. 
Jeremy said the cost to remove and roof over them would be the same as the cost to replace 
them. Jean said she feels the skylights should be removed and replaced with roof to 
prevent leaking in the future. She wondered why they were not included as part of the 
building project. Ed Bonham stated that this was talked about at the last Buildings and 
Grounds Committee meeting and the committee asked Jeremy to get input from the 
building principals. Jim Moyer asked how old the current skylights are. Jeremey said they 
are as old as the building. Jean Kohut asked if a separate contract is needed for the 
skylights. Kathy VanSchaick said she believes just a change order would be needed. 

 
3.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 6:39 PM. 

 
 

Alyson Yerrick 
Board Secretary 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


