
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA 16920 
 

Minutes – February 10, 2020 
 
1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:03 PM.   

 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance: Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, 
Jolene Meisner, Jim Moyer, Jim Neal, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston. Absent: Ian 
McLaughlin. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Amy Coots, Dan Fie, 
Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Christina Fry, Matt Sottolano, and Jeremy Freeman. 
Absent: Kris Kaufman. 

  
1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 
 
 Student of the Month 
 

Williamson High School – Ezeck Warren 
Ezeck, a senior, is the son of Jabe and Michelle Warren, and resides in Millerton, 
Pennsylvania.  He has made quite the impression on the faculty, in particular the business 
department who chose him as Student of the Month.  Anyone who has met Ezeck, has 
probably left the encounter laughing or with at least a smile on their face.  He left many 
with tears from laughing so hard from this year’s talent show.  One of the teachers who 
nominated him had the following to say, “Ezeck is an exceptionally creative student who is 
always thinking outside the box.  He is always present and always provides his best work 
for any assignment he is given and always does so with his own creative twist.  He loves 
entertaining and truly shines during presentations and other public speaking opportunities.  
Ezeck is a participating member of Student Council and National Honor Society, both 
clubs concentrating on community service opportunities.  After graduation, Ezeck plans on 
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attending Slippery Rock University and majoring in political science.  Congratulations, 
Ezeck.  The faculty and staff of Williamson High School are very proud of you.  
 
Williamson Middle School – Iris Abel 
Williamson Middle School is proud to honor Iris Abel as the February Student of the 
Month.  Iris is the daughter of Laura and Brett Abel.  She has an older sister, Scout, who is 
a junior at Williamson High School.  Iris is the granddaughter of Margie and David 
Colegrove and of Rob and Judy Abel.  The Abel family resides in Tioga.  
 
Iris enjoys painting with oils and practicing her percussion and just listening to music for 
pleasure.  She gives much of her time to volunteering both at school through student 
council and National Junior Honor Society and through her church. 
 
Iris has explored careers that will fulfill both her desire to help people and employ her 
talents.  Art therapy and/or music therapy are at the top of Iris’ career list.  Congratulations 
Iris Abel!  Williamson Middle School is honored to have such a good citizen represent our 
school! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Rylie Walker 
Rylie is a junior at Cowanesque Valley and is the daughter of Jeff and Bonnie Walker of 
Elkland.  Rylie is not only an excellent student who turns in strong work done to the best 
of her ability; she is a kind young woman who is friendly to classmates and participates 
daily in class discussions. She is a delight to have in class. Rylie participates in volleyball, 
basketball, and softball.  She is also a member of the band, Student Council, the Travel 
Club and is the junior class president. Rylie is very passionate about bringing new ideas 
and activities to CV through Student Council and follows through on them.  She has 
attended several leadership conferences, such as the PASC Summer Leadership Workshop 
and HOBY.   Her future plans are to pursue a career in nursing with the goal of becoming a 
nurse practitioner.  
 
Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Makenzie Haxton 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Makenzie 
Haxton as our middle school student of the month.  She is in eighth grade and is the 
daughter of Miranda and Bill Chambers of Little Marsh.   Makenzie is a wonderful student.  
She is helpful to her teachers and peers, and she is kind and hardworking.  She always does 
what is asked of her with a smile on her face.  Her positive attitude is very much 
appreciated by her teachers.  Makenzie is a member of the Battle of the Books team and is 
a Big Sister in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.  She loves to read, and when asked 
what her favorite book is, she replied “There are so many…I love them all!!”  She also 
enjoys swimming in the summer and would like to become a detective in the FBI someday.  

 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Ethan Neal 
R.B. Walter is pleased to announce Ethan Neal as our student of the month. Ethan is the 
son of Brad and Shannon Stone of Lawrenceville, PA. and Nicole Neal of Tioga, PA.  He 
is a fifth grade student at R.B. Walter Elementary.  At school he is involved in chorus and 
basketball.  Ethan’s favorite subject at school is math. He loves and shows great effort in 
math.  His outside interests from school are spending time with his family and Boy Scouts. 
Ethan describes himself by the Boy Scout model. There are 12 principles a Boy Scout lives 
by which is actually considered the Scout Law. "A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, 



Northern Tioga School District  February 10, 2020 

friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent."  Ethan 
strives very hard to live by these values.  Ethan has many appealing character traits.  His 
teachers describe him as a well-mannered, conscientious student who is helpful and caring 
to his peers.  He is always eager to help others and is a hardworking student that is always 
willing to help out wherever he can. 
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Ayren Morgan 
Ayren Morgan is the son of Ryan and April Morgan of Elkland. Ayren is a sixth-grade 
student at Clark Wood Elementary that the teachers are extremely proud to recommend as 
our Student of the Month. He exemplifies all the RAMS positive behavior expectations 
every day. He always comes to school ready for the day, with a smile on his face. His 
smile brightens everyone’s day. Ayren always participates in classroom discussions and 
activities. If there is a job that needs done in our school, Ayren will be the first student to 
volunteer. He is a very hard worker that is also willing to help other students become 
successful. Ayren is a member of the Student Council, an Art Helper, and sings in the 
chorus. His hobbies include soccer, baseball, and any other sport he can play. He is a 
member of the Addison Youth Soccer League, the Westfield Indoor Soccer League, the 
Elkland Majors Little League, and the Finger Lakes Falcons Travel Baseball team. He 
likes outdoor activities such as camping, biking with his family, and visiting the beach. 
One of Ayren’s most favorite vacation places to visit is Sunset Beach in North Carolina. 
His is very kind and thoughtful of his fellow classmates and teachers. His teachers would 
be some of the happiest teachers in the world if all their students were more like Ayren. 
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Abby Buterbaugh 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Abby Buterbaugh.  Abby 
is the daughter of Amy and Paul Buterbaugh of Knoxville.  She is a 5th grader that always 
works hard in every class. She is a member of advanced band, chorus, and she volunteers 
to run the BRAVE cart.  Her favorite subject in school is science because she enjoys 
experiments.  In her free time, Abby enjoys playing outside, reading, taking walks, and 
playing board games with her family.  Abby’s teachers describe her as a very sweet girl 
that always does her best.  She is extremely respectful to both peers and teachers.  She is a 
humble student that has so much to offer!  Abby is an honor roll student that continues to 
make BRAVE choices that contribute to her academic success.  We are proud to have 
Abby Buterbaugh as our student of the month! 
 
Tenure and Professional Contract  
     
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve that Brandy 
Dacheux, Science Teacher at Williamson High School, be granted tenure and issued a 
professional contract. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
  1.6 Open Forum 
 

Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
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1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

A motion was made by Jim Neal, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the monthly 
meeting minutes from the January 13, 2020 regular meeting and the January 27, 2020 work 
session. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2)  
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve Budget Transfers 
as outlined in Exhibit #2. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3)  
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve Bills as 
outlined in Exhibit #3. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences (Exhibits #4 & #5) 

  
1.11 Information & Correspondence 

 
Ethics Statements  
As required by law, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania “Statements of Financial Interest” 
have been distributed to all Board members, administrators, and the superintendent. These 
must be completed and returned to the Board Secretary prior to the May 1st deadline. 

 
2.0 REPORTS 
 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 

Shoe Bank 
Dr. Barnes shared that 16 pairs of shoes were given out in the past month. 
 
Seeds of Hope 
Dr. Barnes reported that in one week, eleven beds were distributed through the Seeds of 
Hope Program. 
 
Safety Act 
Dr. Barnes reported that under the Safety Act every district has to develop a trauma 
informed care plan. The district has developed a team and started the training for this. The 
district is also required to have a threat assessment team. The district already has a threat 
assessment team but they will begin the formal training that is required. The Board is 
required to complete training as well. 
 
Comp Plan 
The district is in Phase II of developing the comp plan. Special Education is due in May 
and the rest is due in November. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
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2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report, Financial Report, Cash Investment Report, Student 
Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects 
Report as outlined in the Exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
2.3 Buildings and Grounds Report 

 
Jeremy Freeman provided an update on the building project. He reported that the home ec 
room at Williamson High School is complete except for a few minor issues that still need 
addressed. Work in the locker rooms at Williamson High School is in progress. Siemens is 
slow but they are continually working on their projects. Greg Cummings wondered if the 
project is at a point where an open house for the public can be scheduled. Ed Bonham 
suggested that the Board complete a walk-through of the buildings before an open house is 
scheduled. Jean Kohut stated that the Board may want to wait until a final occupancy 
permit is issued before a walk-through is done. Greg agreed that an open house should not 
be done prematurely, however, he believes the district needs to keep pressure on the 
contractors to not let the final items linger. A walk-through will be scheduled once Jeremy 
thinks it is appropriate. 
 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jim Neal, to approve Jeremy 
Freeman’s request to remove the aerovator from the Buildings & Grounds equipment 
request in the 19/20 budget and to keep the tractor that was to be traded in. Roll Call Vote. 
The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2019/2020 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 2019/2020 Substitutes (Exhibit #14)  

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve the 2019/2020 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13;  
(3.2) approve 2019/2020 substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14. All votes were affirmative. 
The motion carried. 

 
3.3 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #16) 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jim Moyer, to appoint Frances Leach to 
the position of 5.0 hour per day custodian at the R.B. Walter Elementary/Williamson High 
School at the rate of $14.66 per hour, effective February 5, 2020 and Alicia Sherman to the 
position of 5.5 hour per day special education teacher aide at the Williamson High School 
at the rate of $12.99 per hour, effective February 18, 2020 in accordance with the 
contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga 
Education Support Professionals as outlined in Exhibit #16. Roll Call Vote. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried.  
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3.4 Approval of Change Orders (Exhibits #17, #18, & #19) 
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 
following change orders as outlined in the Exhibits: 
 
#CO-MC-008 in the amount of $532.00 for Williamson High School (Exhibit #17) 

  #CO-GC-007 in the amount of $7,323.00 for Cowanesque Valley H.S. (Exhibit #18) 
  #CO-GC-008 in the amount of $10,216.00 for Williamson High School (Exhibit #19) 
 

 Kim Strauser questioned whether the doors at Cowanesque Valley High School were 
something that had been previously addressed. Mike Jones of Hunt stated that during 
construction, the district was notified that all existing doors must swing out in order to get 
PlanCon approval. Kathy VanSchaick, Business Manager, reported that the district is 
starting to receive some reimbursement from PlanCon. 

 
Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  
 

3.5 Approval of Change Orders  
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the following 
change orders: 
     

  CV HS, 3002-008 
   

CO-EC-014; GR Noto 
Cost: $21,820 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide electrical revisions to HVAC and 
Elevator equipment, to existing power feeds at the concession stand, provide power for 
District furnished Classroom clocks, added data in guidance office per Owner request, and 
provide a credit for the scope of work that was deleted in the CV Metal Shop per the 
Owner’s Request.  (COR #s: 025, 045, 047, 048, 050 through 055, and 062 through 065) 
  
CO-EC-015; GR Noto 
Cost: $4,002 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide access control wiring, cabling and 
components for door revisions associated with the Re-bid. (COR #: 041) 
  
CO-GC-012; JC Orr 
Cost: $7,558 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide revisions for mechanical equipment, 
ceiling credits for HVAC in Locker Room, and provide LVT flooring in the press box per 
the Owner’s Request.  (COR #s: 012R, 032 through 035, 038, 043) 
  
CO-GC-013; JC Orr 
Cost: $5,412 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide an exterior insulated coiling door at the 
opening in the mechanical room 713, per the Owner’s Request.  (COR #: 041) 
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Williamson HS, 3002-009 
  
CO-PC-006; WC Eshenaur  
Cost: $5,033 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide additional plumbing rough ins and 
trenching for the sinks in room G-100, +$5,625.  Cost for material to provide a larger (1 
¼”) supply line to the emergency shower in room G106, +$503.  Cost for labor to credit 
the trenching of the existing floor slab in the Home Ec. Room that was deleted from the 
scope of work by providing furring on the existing walls, -$1,095. (COR #s: 006, 007, 008) 
  
CO-EC-016; GR Noto 
Cost: $5,456 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide grounding circuits to Science Rooms 
G100, G104, G106, that were determined to be needed during construction, +$5,456.  
 (COR #s: 023) 
  
CO-EC-017; GR Noto 
Cost: $12,240 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide electrical revisions to HVAC 
Equipment, provide additional bus duct drops in Shop Classrooms per Owner’s request, 
provide horn speakers in Shop Classrooms, and provide power for the Air Compressor 
system that is added per the Owner’s request. (COR #s: 056, 057, 060, 061, 066, 068, and 
071 through 073) 
  
CO-GC-009; JC Orr 
Cost: $19,128 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide structural steel modifications (plate 
connectors), provide ceiling soffits and chase walls to accommodate existing conditions in 
the Main Office and the Classrooms in Area J/K. Cost for labor and material to relocate 
door opening in the Kitchen area to accommodate an existing drain line, provide door 
hardware push plate modifications, and to provide an under slab infill at the existing pipe 
chase in the existing wood shop based on field conditions. (COR #s 009, 023, 026, 029, 
030, 031) 
 
CO-GC-010; JC Orr 
Cost: $8,676 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide grading modifications to the existing 
site area between Area K and Route 287, per the Owner’s Request. (COR #: 022) 
  
CO-GC-011; JC Orr 
Cost: $6,161 
Description: Cost for labor and material to provide furring on the existing masonry walls in 
the Home Ec. Room as determined during construction to accommodate existing 
conditions and rough ins required.  (COR #: 028) 
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Ed Bonham reported that the Buildings & Grounds Committee has reviewed these change 
orders with Mike Jones and agrees that they should all be completed. Mike Jones reported 
that the district is still within its contingency for change orders. 

 
Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  
 

3.6 Auditing Services (Exhibit #20) 
3.7 Approval of I.U. #17 Budget (Exhibit #21) 
3.8 Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (Exhibit #22) 
  

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.6) enter into a four year agreement (2019/20, 2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23) with the firm 
of Zelenkofske Axelrod LLC (ZA), Harrisburg, PA at a base rate of $15,375 with 2-3% 
increases each year to provide auditing services to the district as outlined in Exhibit #20; 
(3.7) approve the 2020/21 I.U. #17 General Operations Budget as outlined in Exhibit #21; 
(3.8) approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the district and Penn College 
NOW as outlined in Exhibit #22. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried.  
 

3.9 Student Air Rifle Program 
 
A motion was made by Jim Neal, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve Cowanesque 
Valley High School to seek funding through the Pennsylvania Game Commission to offer 
a Student Air Rifle program. Roll Call Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a 
negative vote. 

 
3.10 Approval of Student Activity Account (Exhibit #23) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve establishing 
a Cowanesque Valley High School Debate Club Student Activity Account as outlined in 
Exhibit #23. Roll Call Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 

 
3.11 Approval of Course Selection Guide (Exhibit #24) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the Course 
Selection Guide for grades 9-12 for the 2020/2021 school year as outlined in Exhibit #24. 
All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  
 

3.12 Approval of Resolution (Exhibit #25) 
 
A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the 
Resolution Calling for Charter School Funding Reform as outlined in Exhibit #25. All 
votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

 
3.13 Adoption of PSBA Principles for Governance & Leadership (Exhibit #26) 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jim Moyer, to adopt the PSBA Principles 
for Governance and Leadership as outlined in Exhibit #26. All votes were affirmative. The 
motion carried.  
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4.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 

4.1 Approval of Student Discipline Matter – #2019/2020 #3 
 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jim Neal, to approve student discipline 
matter #2019/2020 #3. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

5.1 Future Board Meetings 
 
Board Work Session – February 24, 2020, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – March 9, 2020, 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 

Discussion 
 
Greg Cummings asked the Board if they are okay with forming a foundation for the soccer 
program so that they can seek grant money for the program and run money through the 
foundation. The Board members present agreed that they are okay with looking into forming a 
foundation. 

 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:11 PM. 

 
 

 
Alyson Yerrick 
Board Secretary 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


