
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 

 

Minutes – November 11, 2019 

 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 

1.1 Call to Order 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 

called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:04 PM.   

 

Executive Session – An executive session followed the October 28, 2019 work session and 

the November 4, 2019 special meeting for the purpose of personnel issues. 

 

Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 

and personnel issues. 

   

1.2 Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 

 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 

Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

1.4 Board Attendance: Board members present: Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, James Neal, 

Jolene Meisner, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston. Absent: Ed Bonham, Tony Daley and Ian 

McLaughlin. 

 

Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Amy Coots, Dan Fie, 

Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, Christina Fry, and Jeremy 

Freeman. 

 

1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 

Student of the Month 

 

Williamson High School – Sam Weir 

Sam Weir reflects the qualities of a leader and a person of character every day at 

Williamson High School.  She works tirelessly to succeed and meet the high standards that 

she sets for herself.  Sam, a junior, is the daughter of Stephen and Andrea Weir of 

Millerton.  She is being recognized for her performance in science.  The teachers who 

nominated Sam described her as “focused, conscientious, and always on top of her game.  

She is a well-rounded individual whom always meets the high expectations that she sets 

for herself in regards to class discussions, tests, and labs.” Sam is a standout among her 

peers because of her positive attitude and her grit to thrive on an academic level.  Sam not 

only puts hard work into her academics, but also as a dedicated band member.  She spends 

countless hours participating in marching band, jazz band, volunteering to play piano for 

chorus, and various concerts throughout the year.  After she graduates, Sam plans on 
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entering the field of biomedical engineering, which will prepare her for med school. The 

faculty and staff of Williamson are very proud of you, Sam. 

 

Williamson Middle School – Gemini Templeman 

Gemini is the daughter of Shelly and Charles Smith and Thomas and Angie Templeman.  

She has two younger siblings, Conner Smith who is a kindergartener at R.B. Walter 

Elementary School and Brielle Templeman who is 4 years old.  Gemini is also the proud 

granddaughter of Brian Clark and Marcy Johnson.  Gemini is a very active 7th grader.  She 

has already completed the volleyball season as a middle school team member.  Gemini is 

now playing basketball as a Warrior and plans to slide right into softball this spring.  This 

fine young lady is in both band and chorus and is a member of the Williamson Marching 

Band where she plays the flute. Gemini is a student council representative, participates in 

the Gaming Club and has enjoyed Battle of the Books since the fifth grade. Outside of 

school Gemini enjoys art, especially sketching.  Her interests are diverse as she also loves 

hunting deer.  Gemini’s future aspirations are to co-own a bakery with her best-friend and 

to become a writer.  She began baking at a very young age and has been inspired by her 

mother’s nurturing teachings ever since.  Williamson Middle School is proud to have such 

an accomplished 7th grader and we wish to congratulate her for being such an outstanding 

citizen! 

 

Cowanesque Valley High School – Sarah Boyer 

Sarah is a senior at Cowanesque Valley and is the daughter of Andy and Melissa Boyer of 

Westfield.  Sarah’s teachers describe her as diligent, hardworking and kind.  She not only 

does well academically but contributes in many ways to our student body and school.  She 

has served as treasurer of her class for four years and two years as treasurer for the FFA.  

She is a four-year letter recipient in tennis and has been a member of the yearbook staff, 

Student Council, National Honor Society, History Club, and the Travel Club.  Sarah has 

participated in the Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership program and PA Free Enterprise week.  

She has been very active in the FFA, showing many animals at the Tioga County Fair and 

is a member of the 1st place State winning Poultry Evaluation Team, placing 3rd in the state 

as an individual.  This qualified the team to compete at the National FFA contest held 

during the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis. She also took 1st place in the State 

Land Judging contest last year as part of our State winning team that competed in 

Nationals in Oklahoma City.  After high school, Sarah plans on becoming a Mechanical 

Engineer. 

 

Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Miriah Buck 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Miriah Buck as 

our middle school student of the month.  She is in seventh grade and is the daughter of Eric 

and Megan Buck of Knoxville, PA.  Miriah is an excellent student.  She is hard working, 

respectful, and willing to offer to help in the classroom.  She always completes her 

homework and is willing to do whatever is asked of her.  Outside of the classroom, Miriah 

enjoys playing soccer and is a member of the student council.  She would like to become a 

physical therapist someday.  We are confident that she will be successful in whatever she 

strives to do! 

  

R.B. Walter Elementary School – Bailey Snyder 

Bailey Snyder is the daughter of David and Jennifer Snyder of Millerton, PA. She is a fifth 

grade student at RB Walter and is consistently on the high honor roll.  At school, she is a 



Northern Tioga School District  November 11, 2019 

member of the chorus and select chorus.  Bailey’s favorite subject is ELA. She loves to 

read and write. She excels in this subject.  Her outside interests from school are riding 

horses and the rodeo.  Bailey competes locally in the barrel and pole competitions.  She 

has many appealing character traits.  Bailey’s teachers describe her as a very well-

mannered, conscientious student who is very considerate to her peers and is always eager 

to help others. She describes herself as funny, kind, loyal, trustworthy, supportive and 

always willing to help out wherever she can. We are RB Walter proud of Bailey!  

 

Westfield Area Elementary School – Neveah Butler 

The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Neveah Butler! Neveah is 

a 4th grade student who is the daughter of Summer Butler.  She resides in Sabinsville with 

her mom and her sister.  Neveah is an art helper and she plays the saxophone in the band. 

She also plays softball for the Knoxville Tigers.  In her free time, she enjoys watching 

movies, playing with her siblings, and jumping on the trampoline.  Her teachers describe 

her as a kind-hearted, thoughtful student.  She is very appreciative of others and tells them 

so.  Neveah has a bubbly personality and is willing to go above and beyond to help fellow 

students and teachers.  She makes WAES a better place and we are proud to have her as 

our Student of the Month! 

 

Clark Wood Elementary School –   Eros Toombs   

Eros Toombs, a 6th grade students and the son of Amanda and James Toombs is the Clark 

Wood Student of the Month. Eros is a well-rounded young man.  He has a great 

personality and enjoyable sense of humor.   He offers well thought out answers and assists 

his peers.  While at school he is involved in Chorus, Art Helpers, and Battle of the Books. 

He also enjoys playing baseball.  He excels in reading and writing.  Currently Eros is 

leading Clark Wood in AR points.  He is also a big Pirates and Steelers fan and attends 

games whenever the opportunity arises.  Eros exemplifies all of our RAMS qualities.  He is 

responsible, respects others, shows pride, and acts safely.  We at Clark Wood are happy to 

have Eros as our student of the month. 

 

  1.6 Open Forum 

 

  No one from the public wished to address the Board at this time. 

 

1.7 Approval of Minutes     

 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by James Neal, to approve the monthly 

meeting minutes from the regular October 14, 2019 meeting and the October 28, 2019 

work session. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) – None  

 

1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3)  

 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve Bills as 

outlined in Exhibit #3. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5)  
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1.11 Information & Correspondence 

 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 

 

Recognition of Employee Veterans 

Dr. Barnes recognized current employees that served in the Armed Forces and thanked 

them for their service. Building principals noted the various activities that took place in 

their schools in honor of Veteran’s Day including assemblies, tribute walls, writing letters 

to veterans, and various receptions with veterans. 

 

Recognition of Employees 

Dr. Barnes noted that November 20, 2019 is National Education Support Professionals 

Day and November 18-22, 2019 is American Education Week. She thanked all staff 

members who make our schools work. 

 

District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 

 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 

 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 

       

 A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the Payroll 

Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report (October 2019 Unaudited), Financial Report 

(October 2019 Unaudited), Cash Investment Report (October 2019 Unaudited), Student 

Activity Report (September 2019 Unaudited), Cafeteria Bills & Report (October Bills & 

September Report), Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects Report (October 2019 

Unaudited) as outlined in the Exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

2.3 Buildings and Grounds Report 

 

Newly appointed Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, Jeremy Freeman, met with his team 

and Dr. Barnes on Friday, November 8, 2019. His first day with the district will be 

Monday, November 18, 2019. 

 

3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  

3.1 2019/2020 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 

3.2 2019/2020 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to  

(3.1) approve 2019/2020 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 

(3.2) approve 2019/2020 substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  All votes were affirmative. 

The motion carried. 

 

3.3 Change in Retirement Date 
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A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut to approve the change in 

retirement date for Sarah Nittinger, elementary teacher at the R.B. Walter Elementary 

School, from June 30, 2020 to the last school day of the 2019/2020 school year. All votes 

were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.4 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #16) 

 

A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Kim Strauser, to appoint Tonia 

Champlain, to the position of 2.75 hour per day cafeteria aide, at the R.B. Walter 

Elementary/Williamson High School, at the rate of $12.19 per hour, effective November 

13, 2019 and Anna Muth, to the position of 2.50 hour per day cafeteria aide, at the R.B. 

Walter Elementary/Williamson High School, at the rate of $12.19 per hour, effective 

November 18, 2019 in accordance with the contractual agreement between the Northern 

Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga Education Support Professionals as outlined 

in Exhibit #16. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

  

3.5 Requests to Attend Out-of-State Conference (Exhibit #17) 

 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by James Neal to approve Karin Knaus, 

English Teacher at the Cowanesque Valley High School, to travel to Baltimore, MD on 

November 21-24, 2019 to attend the national Council of Teachers of English Conference at 

an approximate cost of $775.00 to the district as outlined in Exhibit # 17. Roll Call Vote. 

All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

 

3.6 Second Reading & Final Adoption of Policies (Exhibits #18, #19, #20) 

 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the second 

reading and final adoption of proposed changes to the following policies: #004 – 

Membership as outlined in Exhibit #18; #208 – Withdrawal From School as outlined in 

Exhibit #19; and #702.1 – Crowdfunding as outlined in Exhibit #20. Roll Call Vote. All 

votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.7 Approval of Bus Driver’s Pre-School Children on Buses 

     

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the request 

from bus contractors to allow bus drivers to bring their own preschool children on the bus 

route providing the following conditions are met: children must be at least 3 years of age 

and able to walk; the child must be in an approved car seat to be provided by the bus 

contractor and approved for use in a school bus; contractor will agree to sign a general 

release as prepared by the school district solicitor; and the district reserves the right to 

eliminate this approval at its discretion. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.8 Uniform Purchase for Girls JV/Varsity Basketball at WHS 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by James Neal to approve the purchase 

uniforms for the Girls JV/Varsity Basketball team at the Williamson High School at a cost 

of $2,739.60. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

    

3.9 Approval of Additional Course 
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A motion was made by Greg Cummings and seconded by Jolene Meisner to approve the 

following course: Building Construction Principles: Students will be provided with an 

introductory experience in the basic construction of a wood framed, enclosed structure. 

Topics in the course will be explored sequentially as students work through a complete 

construction process. The major end result product will be a finished shed. All votes were 

affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

3.10 Approval of Volunteer 

 

A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner to approve Amanda 

Graves as a volunteer at Cowanesque Valley High School. All votes were affirmative. The 

motion carried. 

 

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

Greg Cummings requested that a proposal from Northern Tioga Youth Soccer be placed on the 

November 25, 2019 work session. 

 

Dr. Barnes noted that Board members are now required to take training and that more information 

will be forthcoming. 

 

It was also noted that the building project is continuing with the following items not being 

completed as of this Board meeting: case work in the Williamson High School Home Economics 

Room and the elevator at the Cowanesque Valley High.   

 

The water hammer issue at Williamson High School has been resolved. 

 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 

Board Work Session – November 25, 2019 6:00 PM 

Regular Board Meeting – December 3, 2019 7:00 PM 

 

5.2 Committee Meetings 

 

6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by James Neal, to adjourn. All votes were 

affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

Adjournment was at 7:42 PM. 

 

 

Kathy VanSchaick 

Acting Board Secretary 

 

All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 

located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


