
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA 16920 
 

Minutes – May 13, 2019 
 
1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:03 PM.   
 
Executive Session – An executive session was held during the April 29, 2019 work session 
for personnel issues. 

 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
   

1.2 Moment of Silence 
 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance: Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, Ian 
McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, James Neal, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston. Absent: Tony 
Daley  
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Amy Coots, Dan Fie, 
Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Christina Fry, Matt Sottolano, and Dennis 
Fitzwater.  

  
1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
Student of the Month 
 
Williamson High School – Jozie Shomo 
Jozie Shomo, a junior from Lawrenceville, is the daughter of Tod Shomo and Robin 
Shomo.  Jozie has put forth an immense amount of time and effort into her music.  She has 
many responsibilities in the band including: section leader, drum major, and vice 
president.  Jozie was the first student in school history to attend the PMEA District 8 Jazz 
Festival last school year, and helped break another school record this year by being one of 
three students who auditioned and made it into PMEA Region IV band.  This last honor 
puts her among the top 25 high school tenor saxophone players in the state of 
Pennsylvania.  She is a very talented singer and many other altos in chorus rely on hearing 
her lead the way with confidence.  She does a great job in WilliamSong (Select Chorus), 
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too.  She has a good ear and is not afraid to point out something that she has made a 
mistake on so that she and the rest of her section can fix it.  Her energy and work ethic 
really showed in the musical.  With a small cast, everyone had to have their part down, 
lines, music, dance moves, and she put a lot of effort into her performance there.  She has 
done very well in picking up the guitar and applying the things she's learned in jazz band to 
improvising blues scales on a totally new (to her) instrument.   
 
In addition to all this, Jozie manages to keep a job, play softball, and keeps her grades up, 
all while having a pleasant demeanor and great sense of humor.  The person who 
nominated Jozie stated that she is the “type of person colleges and employers would love 
to have, and believe she is truly worthy of student of the month for May, 2019.”  Jozie 
plans on attending Penn State University, majoring in Music and minoring in Business.  
The faculty and staff of Williamson are proud of you, Jozie. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Logan Baldwin 
Williamson Middle School is proud to honor Logan Baldwin as the May Student of the 
Month.  Logan is the son of Kip and Jenn Baldwin.  Logan has two brothers, Alex, a junior 
at WHS, and Wyatt, a second grader at R.B. Walter Elementary School.  Logan is also the 
proud grandson of George Baldwin.  The family resides in Millerton. 
 
Logan is an energetic and active 8th grader.  He loves to do hands-on type of activities.  
While Logan deeply enjoys hunting and fishing, he has an even deeper passion for 
automobiles.  Logan loves to work on cars.  He has a job at Steve’s American Lifetime 
Muffler Shop. He also enjoys working on derby cars.  The Baldwin family all share a 
passion for cars as they race derby cars at local venues. 
 
Logan’s future aspirations are centered around his passion for motor vehicles.  He plans on 
entering the military upon graduation.  Logan will pursue advanced training in mechanics 
during his career with the military.  This fine young man then hopes to continue his work 
as a mechanic with a fire department or in an automotive related field.  Congratulations to 
Logan Baldwin for being selected as the May Student of the Month! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Schuyler Madison 
Schuyler is the daughter of Wendy and William Madison of Westfield. Schuyler’s teachers 
say she has quietly worked very hard all year in her classes.  She consistently has her 
assignments completed, asks for help when needed, and helps others … all while being a 
well-mannered student.  If her work is completed and she has any time left in class, she 
quickly pulls out other work that she needs to complete or reads AR – while never having 
to be prompted.  Schuyler enjoys reading and was a member of the Battle of the Books 
team this year.  She is also a member of The Arrow newspaper staff, is active in the 
Brookfield Pioneers 4-H Club and Girl Scouts.  Schuyler is a joy to have in class. 
 
Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Mackenzie Stermer 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Mackenzie 
Stermer as our middle school student of the month.  She is in seventh grade and is the 
daughter of Clifford and Melissa Stermer of Knoxville.   Mackenzie is a magnificent 
student.  She is helpful to her teachers and peers, and she is kind and hardworking.  She 
always does what is asked of her with a smile on her face.  Her positive attitude is very 
much appreciated by her teachers.  Mackenzie is in chorus and enjoys helping her dad 
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work on home improvements in her spare time.  She loves math class and would like to 
become either a lawyer or teacher someday.   
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Katherin Earle 
Katherin Earle is the daughter of Josh and Rachele of Lawrenceville, PA. She is a fifth 
grade student at R.B. Walter and is consistently on the honor roll. At school she is in 
chorus and enjoys participating in R.B. Walter’s talent show. Katherin’s favorite subject is 
science. She loves to learn about new and interesting facts about the world around her. 
Katherin excels in this subject. She enjoys spending time with her family outside of school, 
especially family movie night. Katherin has many appealing character traits. Katherin’s 
teachers describe her as a very well-mannered, conscientious student who is very 
considerate to her peers and is always eager to help others. She describes herself as kind, 
funny, and respectful. Katherin is always willing to help out wherever she can with her 
peers and teachers. Mrs. Murrelle states, “Katherin takes care of my classroom library! I 
wouldn’t know what to do without her help.”  Fifth grade is proud to present Katherin with 
the May student of the month award.  
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Kelsie Empson 
Clark Wood Elementary is proud to have Kelsie Empson, a first grade student, as their 
student of the month. Kelsie is the daughter of Jordan Schoonover and Monica Fenton of 
Elkland. Outside of school, Kelsie participates in Girl Scouts. Kelsie truly lights up the 
room with her smile and bubbly personality. Her teachers view her as a ray of sunshine. 
She is also a jokester. She loves telling jokes and playing funny tricks on her teachers. 
Kelsie strives to do her best on any task given. She has blossomed academically since the 
beginning of the school year. She has a kind heart and is a friend to everyone. We at Clark 
Wood cannot wait to see what her future holds.  
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Arianna Cary 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Arianna Cary.  Arianna is 
the daughter of Samantha and Trevor Cary of Knoxville.  She is a 5th grade high honor 
student.  Arianna is involved in chorus, drama, and the newspaper at school.  Outside of 
school, Arianna plays softball and dances hip- hop.  Arianna likes to attend farm camp, 
horse camp, and drama camp in the summer. In her free time, Arianna reads, watches her 
favorite movies, plays outside, and practices softball.  Arianna would like to thank her 
parents for giving her the chance to attend WAES to receive a great education.  Arianna is 
grateful to have opportunities to go on vacations and create fun memories with her family.  
Arianna is thankful for her teachers at WAES.  Arianna’s teachers describe her as a sweet 
girl with a big heart. She is always willing to help her teachers and peers. She is thoughtful 
to include others and loves to spend time with her friends. Arianna works very hard and 
has an incredible work ethic. Although she is quiet at times, she has much to contribute 
and share with others. We are proud to have Arianna Cary as our Student of the Month!  

Recognition of Battle of the Books Participants 
 
Students of the district who participated in the Battle of the Books competition at 
Williamson High School were recognized for their hard work and accomplishments. 
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  1.6 Open Forum 
 

Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
 

  Hailey Freeman 
 Ms. Freeman expressed her concerns over the Board’s consideration of eliminating the 

Pre-K program. She said her daughter attended the Pre-K program and it was great for her. 
She feels her daughter has been recognized as a step ahead of other students in 
Kindergarten as a result of her time in Pre-K. Ms. Freeman expressed what a great school 
district we have and said she does not believe that Pre-K should be cut. 

 
 Sarah Nittinger 
 Ms. Nittinger stated that the district has prided itself on the purpose and mission of doing 

what is best for its students. If this is the case, then she wonders why the Board is 
considering eliminating a computer science program, a learning support position, and Pre-
K. All of these areas have been proven necessary for students. Growing class sizes make it 
hard to reach all students. There is a push in our nation to support mental health and 
growing class sizes make this hard to do. Workloads for teachers are not shrinking and 
smaller class sizes could help. Ms. Nittinger said she has faith that the Board will do what 
is best. 

 
 Chris Collum, NTEA President 
 Mr. Collum stated that they have watched the Board make investments in infrastructure 

and now on maintenance and equipment. He said this makes sense from the Board’s 
perspective but that the classroom perspective should be part of this. Some things can only 
be seen from the classroom. Cuts lead to a lack of support for some teachers and hurt 
students’ education. Before the start of the 18/19 school year, a vacant social studies 
teacher position was not filled. Teachers were given little time to prepare, rescheduling had 
to be done, and class sizes got bigger. Some career and college ready classes, as well as 
some others, were lost. Now, the district is considering cutting Pre-K, computer science 
courses, and absorbing a special education teacher position while adding to reserves. 
Before spending on structures and reserves, the Board should consider what makes an 
impact on students. 

 
 Kathy Watkins 
 Ms. Watkins is an employee in the Clark Wood Elementary School cafeteria. She stated 

that she can see growth among the students who are in Pre-K. Once in Kindergarten, the 
children who attended Pre-K are the leaders. She hopes the district will keep the Pre-K 
program. 

 
 Naomi Hoffman 
 Ms. Hoffman stated that she believes it is ridiculous to consider removing the Pre-K 

program. Parents will leave the district if there are no programs for their kids. According to 
her research, quality Pre-K programs prepare children and help them to be less behind. 
Children, parents, and teachers need the program. Our area is economically disadvantaged 
and kids who attend the program are better off. The Northern Tioga School District 
mission falls in line with keeping the program. 
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 Kelly Bacon 
 Ms. Bacon stated that in 2013, the Board recommended starting the Pre-K program and felt 

that it was a vital necessity. In just 5 years, the Board is now recommending cutting the 
program despite having previously said how important it is. At the last meeting, Mrs. 
Sottolano stated that the administration looked at the programs with the least impact on 
kids. Ms. Bacon said the cost of sports programs should be considered. Curtailing 
programs and teachers should be a last resort. 

 
 Renee Shantz 
 Ms. Shantz stated that she understands what a big decision the Board has to make. 

Northern Tioga School District has finally caught up by adding the Pre-K program and 
they are now considering cutting it and releasing teachers. She feels this is not a smart 
decision and is a bad budget decision. The world has changed and Pre-K is now what 
Kindergarten used to be. Daycares cannot compensate for this loss. If this decision is 
passed, she asks that the Board look at pass and fail ratios next year. 

 
 Lisa Hunter 
 Ms. Hunter shared that she is raising her special needs grandchildren. She has seen the 

effects on them of not getting to attend Pre-K. As a substitute teacher aide for the district, 
she sees the progression in children’s behavior through the Pre-K program. Kindergarten 
classes are astoundingly academic and without the Pre-K program, she feels children will 
stumble. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by James Neal, to approve the monthly 
meeting minutes from the April 8, 2019 regular meeting and the April 29, 2019 work 
session. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried.  

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) - None 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3)  
 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve Bills as 
outlined in Exhibit #3. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences (Exhibits #4 & #5)  
 
1.11 Information & Correspondence 

 
2.0 REPORTS 
 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 

2019/2020 Budget 
Dr. Barnes addressed the concerns of those at the meeting regarding the 2019/2020 budget. 
She stated that the Board is in a hard spot. She explained how rising special education and 
cyber school costs are things the district has no control over that have an effect on the 
budget. Special education funding from the state and federal government is not meeting the 
rising costs and the taxpayers are forced to make up the difference. Districts are also faced 
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with legal and financial responsibility for students who attend cyber school. The district 
has tried to get funding for the Pre-K program but has not received it. The Board will make 
their decision on the budget knowing all of the facts. Dr. Barnes encouraged everyone to 
call Senator Scarnati to express concerns over cyber school costs. 

 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by James Neal, to approve the Payroll Rate 
Changes, Capital Reserve Report (April 2019), Financial Report (April 2019), Cash 
Investment Report (April 2019), Student Activity Report (March 2019), Cafeteria Bills & 
Report (April 2019 Bills & March 2019 Report), Transportation Changes, and Capital 
Projects Report (April 2019) as outlined in the Exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The 
motion carried. 

 
 Cafeteria Paper & Small Wares Bids (Exhibit #16) 
 
 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the 

2019/2020 cafeteria paper & small wares bids in the amount of $5,497.49 as outlined in 
Exhibit #16. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
2.3 Buildings and Grounds Report 

 
Dennis Fitzwater, Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds, provided an update on the 
building project. He reported that the project is on schedule. A schedule for the indoor 
renovations is set to be presented this week.  

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2018/2019 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 2018/2019 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 
3.3 Retirement 
3.4 Resignation 

 
A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve 2018/2019 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve 2018/2019 substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14; 
(3.3) accept the retirement of Susan Foster-Okuley from her position of head cook at the 
Cowanesque Valley High School, effective June 30, 2019, with regrets; 
(3.4) accept the resignation of Shana Kulp from her position of administrative assistant 
effective April 19, 2019, with regrets. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
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3.5 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #17) 
 
A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Greg Cummings, to appoint Darlene 
Walters to the position of 4.75 hour per day special education teacher aide currently 
assigned at the Clark Wood Elementary School at a rate of $12.69 per hour, effective April 
16, 2019 as outlined in Exhibit #17. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 

 
3.6 Appointment of Administrative Assistant (Exhibit #18) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to appoint Michelle 
Van Order to the position of 4.0 hour per day Administrative Assistant at the 
Administrative Building at the rate of $16.00 per hour, effective May 27, 2019 in 
accordance with the Act 93 Agreement as outlined in Exhibit #18. Roll Call Vote. The 
motion carried with Jean Kohut and Ian McLaughlin casting negative votes. 
 

3.7 Extended School Year Appointments (Exhibit #19) 
 

A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the 
extended school year appointments as outlined in Exhibit #19. Roll Call Vote. All votes 
were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.8 Election of Treasurer – One Year Appointment 

 
A motion to nominate Greg Cummings as treasurer for a one year appointment was made 
by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ian McLaughlin. No other nominations were made.  
Nominations were closed.  Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.9 Proposed Final Budget Adoption (Exhibit #20)     

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to approve the 
proposed final budget for the 2019/2020 school year in the amount of $36,634,442.00. This 
reflects an increase of .6069 mills or 3.4% in real estate millage. The budget will be on 
display for public inspection on the PDE 2028 form beginning May 14, 2019 and the 
public will have the opportunity under Open Forum at the June 12, 2019 Board Meeting to 
comment prior to the final adoption of the budget as outlined in Exhibit #20. Roll Call 
Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut and Ian McLaughlin casting negative votes. 
 
Jean Kohut shared a handout with the Board from the 2017/2018 Annual Financial Report. 
She asked what the current budget deficit is. Kathy VanSchaick, Business Manager, 
responded that, with the current proposals, the budget is balanced. When looking at the 
handout that she provided, Jean stated that when comparing budgeted amounts to what was 
actually spent in the different areas, it appears that there was money left over. She 
wondered where this money goes. Jean stated that this should be looked at before the final 
budget is adopted.  
 
Ian McLaughlin reviewed various budget handouts the Board has received and asked about 
the deficit of $59,439.00. Mrs. VanSchaick noted that after talking with the previous 
business manager, she was able to make adjustments in various revenue and expenditure 
accounts to accommodate for the deficit. Ian asked Dennis Fitzwater how many custodians 
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were currently at each school. Dennis stated that there is one full time and one part time 
custodian at each school. Ian said he struggles with approving the equipment purchases 
that Dennis requested in his impact statements. Dr. Barnes and Mrs. VanSchaick noted that 
the equipment purchases will be made from 2018/2019 carryover funds and will only be 
made if funds are available. If there are no carryover funds, then no equipment requests 
will be funded. 
 
Jean Kohut questioned whether, if the Board does not go with the administration’s 
recommendations, the district would go to reserves to balance the budget. Mrs. 
VanSchaick responded that she could do this if the Board directed her to do so. Kim 
Strauser noted that using reserves is one time money and does not offer ongoing funding. 
Jean stated that the district had money to allocate to computer science before so why 
doesn’t it now. She has never seen sports cuts be made. She also understands that we no 
longer apply for the Pre-K grant. Kim noted that the district has never received the grant so 
the Board decided to fund Pre-K.  
 
Greg Cummings stated that nobody wants to make cuts. He encouraged the public to share 
their messages with Senator Scarnati. He said the issue needs to be hit at their level. Ian 
McLaughlin requested a cost impact for adding one part time custodian to each school. 
 

3.10 Appointment of General Fund Depository 
  

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to continue with 
PSDLAF (PA School District Liquid Asset Fund) as school district depository for local, 
state, and federal monies for the 2019-20 school year, continuing to utilize Citizens & 
Northern Bank of Elkland, PA as the primary checking institute. Roll Call Vote. All votes 
were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.11 Limited Procedures Engagement (Exhibit #21) 
3.12 Approval of Technology Services Agreement (Exhibit #22) 
3.13 Approval of Agreement with IU #17 (Exhibit #23) 

 
  A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  

(3.11) approve the Limited Procedures Engagement Audit for 7/1/13 – 6/30/17 and the 
Corrective Action Plans as listed in Appendix A as outlined in Exhibit #21; 
(3.12) approve the technology services agreement with Blast IU #17 for the 2019/2020 
school year as outlined in Exhibit #22; 
(3.13) approve the special education agreement with Blast IU #17 for the 2019/20 school 
year as outlined in Exhibit #23. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 
 

3.14 Approval of Act 93 Agreement (Exhibit #24) 
 

A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the Act 
93 Agreement for Group 6 effective immediately as outlined in Exhibit #24. Roll Call 
Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 
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3.15 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #25) 
3.16 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #26) 
3.17 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #27) 
3.18 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #28) 
3.19 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #29) 
3.20 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #30) 
3.21 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #31) 
3.22 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #32) 

 
A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.15) approve Change Order Number CO-GC-002 in the amount of $1,085.00 for 
Cowanesque Valley High School as outlined in Exhibit #25; 
(3.16) approve Change Order Number CO-MC-002 in the amount of $4,113.00 for 
Cowanesque Valley High School as outlined in Exhibit #26; 
(3.17) approve Change Order Number CO-EC-001 for a credit of $11,740.00 for 
Cowanesque Valley High School as outlined in Exhibit #27; 
(3.18) approve Change Order Number CO-PC-002 in the amount of $6,234.00 for 
Williamson High School as outlined in Exhibit #28; 
(3.19) approve Change Order Number CO-GC-003 in the amount of $2,461.00 for 
Williamson High School as outlined in Exhibit #29; 
(3.20) approve Change Order Number CO-EC-002 for a credit of $19,829.00 for 
Williamson High School as outlined in Exhibit #30; 
(3.21) approve Change Order Number CO-EC-003 for a credit of $2,057.00 for Westfield 
Area Elementary School as outlined in Exhibit #31; 
(3.22) approve Change Order Number CO-EC-004 for a credit of $2,536.00 for Clark 
Wood Elementary School as outlined in Exhibit #32. Roll Call Vote. The motion carried 
with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 
 

3.23 Approval of Scholarship (Exhibit #33) 
3.24 Principal’s Special Requests 

 
A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.23) approve setting up the Williamson Music Booster Scholarship. When funds 
diminish all monies not spent regress back to the district. The Business Manager also 
requests approval of three people as signatories (principal, superintendent, and business 
manager), any two of whom may sign the checks as outlined in Exhibit #33; 
(3.24) approve Cheryl Sottolano, principal of Westfield Area Elementary School, to use up 
to $1,500.00 of her principal’s special request fund to pay for end of the year field trips, 
AR awards, end of the year rewards, and PSSA breakfast and Matt Sottolano, principal of 
Cowanesque Valley High School, to use up to $1,500.00 of his principal’s special request 
fund to support student rewards, for a deposit on next year’s first day guest speaker, and to 
provide monetary support for a student who will be performing in the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
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3.25 Summer Lump Sum Payment Requests (Exhibit #34) 
3.26 Approval of MOU with Penn College NOW (Exhibit #35) 
3.27 Approval of Administrative Assistant Job Description (Exhibit #36) 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.25) approve the summer lump sum payment requests as outlined in Exhibit #34; 
(3.26) approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Penn College NOW and the 
district as outlined in Exhibit #35; 
(3.27) approve the revised administrative assistant job description as outlined in Exhibit 
#36. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.28 Approval to Advertise for Proposals  
3.29 Approval to Apply for Grants  
3.30 Approval to Participate in State Bids 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by James Neal, to  
(3.28) approve advertising for any transportation proposals that may be necessary during 
the 2019/20 school year; 
(3.29) approve applying for any grants available for the 2019/20 school year, as long as 
those grants are not contingent upon a commitment of local funds by the school district.  
All grant applications will be pre-approved through the central administration offices 
according to the Board’s motion in May 1997; 
(3.30) approve participating in the following state bid programs: PEPPM, L3P3, PA State 
Contract, U.S. Communities, COSTARS, Pittsburgh Regional Food Service Directors Bid, 
KPN Bids, BLaST IU Bids, AEPA Bid, National Purchasing Partners (NPP) Cooperative 
Purchasing Program, BLaST IU Purchasing Consortium, National IPA, and Central 
Westmoreland Council of Governments during the 2019/20 school year. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.31 Approval of Agreement Between NTSD and NTESPA (Exhibit #37) 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 
agreement between Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga Education 
Support Professional Association to adjust the work week from June 10, 2019 – August 9, 
2019 to reflect 4 ten hour days with Fridays being an off day and the work day starting at 
6:00 AM and ending at 4:30 PM as outlined in Exhibit #37. All votes were affirmative. 
The motion carried. 

 
3.32 Appointment of PSBA Voting Delegates 

 
A motion was made by Julie Preston, seconded by Greg Cummings, to appoint Julie 
Preston and Jolene Meisner to be voting delegates for the PSBA Delegate Assembly 
Meeting being held on October 18, 2019. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
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 3.33 Approval of Volunteers 
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 
following volunteers: Aaron Stephens, Williamson High School, Michael Buchanan, 
Williamson High School, Brandon Bedient, Williamson High School, and Scott Beebe, 
Cowanesque Valley High School. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.34 Approval of 2019/20 Board Meeting & Work Session Dates 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 2019/20 
Board meeting and work session dates as listed below. All votes were affirmative. The 
motion carried. 
 

  August 12, 2019  August 26, 2019 (work session) 
September 9, 2019  September 23, 2019 (work session) 
October 14, 2019  October 28, 2019 (work session) 

  November 11, 2019  November 25, 2019 (work session) 
December 3, 2019   
January 13, 2020  January 27, 2020 (work session) 

  February 10, 2020  February 24, 2020 (work session) 
March 9, 2020   March 23, 2020 (work session) 
April 14, 2020   April 27, 2020 (work session) 

  May 11, 2020    
June 8, 2020 

 
4.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 

4.1 Letter of Support 
 

Dr. Barnes stated that she recently received a request from the Tioga County Planning 
Commission for a letter of support from the district for the Tioga County Baseline 
Groundwater Study. She requested verbal confirmation from the Board regarding whether 
they support providing the letter of support. All Board members were in favor of Dr. 
Barnes providing the letter. 

 
 4.2 Revised 2019/2020 Budget 
   
 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to call a Board work 

session meeting before adoption of the final budget to review a new budget proposal that 
includes funding computer science and the Pre-K program. Roll Call Vote. The motion 
carried with Greg Cummings, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston casting negative votes. 

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

5.1 Future Board Meetings 
 
Board Work Session – June 3, 2019, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – June 12, 2019, 7:00 PM 
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5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 9:20 PM. 
 

 The Board convened for an executive session at this time for personnel issues. 
 
 

 
Alyson Yerrick 
Board Secretary 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


