
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA 16920 
 

Minutes – March 11, 2019 
 
1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:03 PM.   

 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
   

1.2 Moment of Silence 
 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance: Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Tony Daley, 
Jean Kohut, Ian McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, James Neal, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston.  
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Amy Coots, Dan Fie, 
Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Christina Fry and Matt Sottolano. Absent: 
Dennis Fitzwater.  

 
1.5 Williamson Jazz Band Performance – Music in Our Schools Month 

The Williamson Jazz Band performed three pieces for the Board in honor of Music In Our 
Schools Month. Dr. Barnes thanked them for the wonderful performance. 

  
1.6 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
Student of the Month 
 
Williamson High School – Cameron Wilson 
Cameron Wilson, a freshman, is the son of Robert and Tammie Wilson of Tioga. He is 
being honored for his performance in the study of English. One teacher who nominated 
Cameron described him as a “conscientious student who has shown tremendous growth, 
both in writing ability and personal achievement, displays unwavering perseverance and a 
strong work ethic in the classroom, and has really engaged himself in his 
learning.” Outside of the classroom, Cameron prides himself on being a dedicated member 
of the gaming club; this is quite evident because he is always going out of his way to 
include people in the games and demonstrating leadership skills by recruiting people to 
play. After he graduates, Cameron plans on attending DigiPen Institutute of Technology to 
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major in Game Development and Programming. Cameron, on behalf of the Williamson 
faculty and staff, congratulations on this achievement. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Kayden Loucks 
Williamson Middle School is proud to honor Kayden Loucks as the March Student of the 
Month.  Kayden resides in Knoxville with his parents, Eric and Teela Loucks and with his 
younger brother, Damion. Kayden’s grandparents are, Randy and Vickie Loucks and 
Genny Mills. 
 
Kayden is in 8th grade. He is a very pleasant young man. He is caring and considerate with 
all people. Kayden works well with his peers. He loves to be funny and make people laugh. 
 
Kayden has various interests. He especially loves a challenge thus; puzzles and the Rubik 
Cube are favorite past times for this fine young man. At this point in time, Kayden is 
unsure as to his exact future aspirations but; whatever he chooses you can be assured he 
will apply his talents. Congratulations Kayden Loucks for being selected as the March 
Student of the Month! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Megan Shutes 
Megan is a sophomore at CV and is the daughter of Milfred and Amanda Catherman of 
Westfield. Megan is a very conscientious student who does her best to be proactive about 
missing assignments for band lessons, appointments or trips. She attributes this work ethic 
and drive to her parents being great role models. She is an upbeat, positive young lady 
whose zeal infects all those around her. She is helpful and kind to her classmates and 
maintains high grades in her classes. She has competed in the American Pageants for the 
past three years and is now the National Ambassador. She enjoys spending her summers 
with her grandparents and volunteering for the Rotary Youth Club. After high school 
Megan plans on becoming a dentist.  
 
Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Kyra Daley 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Kyra Daley as 
our middle school student of the month. She is in seventh grade and is the daughter of 
Tony and Shannon Daley of Elkland. Kyra is a very diligent student. She puts her best 
effort into everything that she does and is not afraid to ask questions. She is respectful to 
her teachers and her peers. Outside the classroom, Kyra plays soccer, indoor soccer, 
softball, basketball, and gymnastics. She is also a member of the student council. When 
she is not busy with her academics and her many extra-curricular activities, she enjoys 
doing crafts and spending time with her friends. Kyra would like to one day be a pediatric 
nurse, and we think she would be a spectacular nurse! 
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Charlie Hess 
Charlie is a 4th grade student at R.B. Walter Elementary School. He is a kind student who 
comes in every day with a smile. Helping others is important to Charlie. He is also a hard 
working student who is well liked by his teachers and his peers. 

Charlie loves school, and he thinks his teachers are funny! Although Charlie is an honor 
student who likes all subjects, his favorite content is science. Learning new details about 
the world around him is interesting.  His favorite special is gym because it is fun! Being 
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active is a priority.  He also enjoys playing the saxophone in band this year. Outside of 
school, he plays basketball and football. 

Charlie is the son of Luke and Julie Hess, and he lives in Millerton with his older sister and 
2 older brothers. He enjoys spending time with his family going to movies and going to 
museums.  In the future, Charlie desires to be a farmer and work with animals.   

 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Sean Morehouse 
Sean Morehouse is the Clark Wood Student of the Month for March. This responsible 
young man is a sixth grade student and the son of Mike and Stacey Morehouse of Elkland. 
Sean is very dependable. He is always quick to volunteer whenever help is needed. He gets 
his work done as well as being involved in various school activities. Sean always has a 
smile on his face and exemplifies our RAMS expectations. He looks out for his siblings 
and can often be seen helping them in after school events. He is involved in Student 
Council, Baseball, Art Helpers, and Chorus. In his free time, he enjoys playing video 
games. He is a well-rounded young man and a pleasure to have in class. Sean, we at Clark 
Wood are very proud of you. 
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Judah Mummert 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month Judah Mummert! Judah, a 5th 
grade student, is the son of Amanda and Nate Mummert of Knoxville. Judah is a high 
honor roll student that is involved in band, where he plays the baritone, and chorus. He 
also plays soccer and basketball for WAES. Judah’s favorite subject is English. In his free 
time, he likes to play the piano and read. He also like to play video games and spend time 
with his family. Judah’s teachers describe him as an “impressive young man” that works 
hard! He is a quiet helper who is kind to others and a great listener. Judah is a true pleasure 
to have in class. We are proud to have Judah Mummert as our Student of the Month! 

  1.7 Open Forum 
 

Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
 
Chris Collum, NTEA President 
Chris Collum addressed the Board regarding concerns the Association has with staff and 
program cuts that were discussed during the 2019/2020 budget discussion at the February 
25, 2019 Board Work Session. The Association believes that making cuts would put the 
district behind and hurt education. They believe there are other options for cutting costs 
through reducing expenditures that would not involve cutting staff and rolling back 
programs. Other schools are expanding their Pre-K programs as such programs have been 
shown to be important to child development. As the number of students in the special 
education program increases, the district would be choosing to downsize the program 
through staff cuts. Although teachers can handle the strains of these cuts, including 
increased class sizes, teaching conditions reflect learning conditions. Mr. Collum asked 
that the Board reconsider their options. 
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1.8 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the monthly 
meeting minutes from the February 11, 2019 regular meeting and the February 25, 2019 
work session. Jean Kohut requested an amendment to the February 25, 2019 work session 
minutes to correct a question regarding the cost of the Pre-K program. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried.  

 
1.9 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2)  
1.10 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3)  
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 
(1.8) approve Budget Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2; 
(1.9) approve Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. 
The motion carried. 
 

1.11 Facility Use Permits & Conferences (Exhibits #4 & #5)  
 
1.12 Information & Correspondence 

 
2.0 REPORTS 
 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 

Cowanesque Valley High School Student Council Presentation 
Cowanesque Valley High School Student Council Members Arch Ackley, Shae 
Schoonover, and Megan Shutes addressed the Board regarding their proposal to put in a 
bid to host the Student Council Region G Conference at the Cowanesque Valley High 
School in Spring 2021. 
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by James Neal, to approve the Cowanesque 
Valley High School Student Council to put in a bid to host the Pennsylvania Association of 
Student Councils Region G Conference in Spring 2021. All votes were affirmative. The 
motion carried. 
 
Meeting with PA House of Representatives Education Committee Chair 
Dr. Barnes shared that on March 13, 2019, Superintendents from Representative Clint 
Owlett’s legislative district will be traveling to Harrisburg to meet with the PA House of 
Representatives Education Committee Chair. They will have the opportunity to present 
issues that our districts are facing including cyber school and special education program 
costs.  

 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
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2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes (None), Capital Reserve Report (February 2019), Financial Report 
(February 2019), Cash Investment Report (February 2019), Student Activity Report 
(January 2019), Cafeteria Bills & Report (February 2019 Bills & January 2019 Report), 
Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects Report (February 2019) as outlined in the 
Exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
2.3 Buildings and Grounds Report 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2018/2019 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 2018/2019 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 
3.3 Resignation 
3.4 Approval to Offer Position 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to  
(3.1) approve 2018/2019 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve 2018/2019 substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14; 
(3.3) accept the resignation of Melissa Hendershot, special education teacher aide at Clark 
Wood Elementary School, effective March 8, 2019, with regrets;  
(3.4) approve the Superintendent to interview and offer the position to the top ranking 
candidate for the special education teacher aide at Clark Wood Elementary School. An 
appointment will be made retroactively at the April 8, 2019 Board meeting; All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.5 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #16) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to appoint Jennifer 
Barley to the position of 4.0 hour per day special education teacher aide currently assigned 
at the R.B. Walter Elementary School at a rate of $13.44 per hour, effective March 12, 
2019; Theresa Lamonski to the position of 4.0 hour per day special education teacher aide 
currently assigned at the R.B. Walter Elementary School at a rate of $12.69 per hour, 
effective March 12, 2019; and John White to the position of 2.75 hour per day cafeteria 
aide currently assigned at the Clark Wood Elementary School at a rate of $11.89 per hour, 
effective March 13, 2019 in accordance with the contractual agreement between the 
Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga Education Support Professionals as 
outlined in Exhibit #16. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.6 Student Discipline Matter #1 – 2018/2019 

 
A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve Student 
Discipline Matter #1 – 2018/2019. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 
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3.7 Approval of Change Order (Exhibit #17)     

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve Change 
Order Number CO-GC-001 in the amount of $9,594.00 for Cowanesque Valley High 
School as outlined in Exhibit #17. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 
 

3.8 Approval to Purchase Ball Park/Track Groomer and Renovator 

A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the purchase 
of a Ball Park/Track Groomer (rear attachment) in the amount of $8,525.00 and a Ball 
Park/Track Renovator (front attachment) in the amount of $3,000.00. Funds would be 
transferred from the custodial supply and the custodial capital replacement equipment 
accounts. These items were proposed in the 2019/2020 budget equipment requests, but 
purchase of these items now would allow the district to start transitioning baseball, 
softball, and track conditions for the upcoming season play.  
 
Jean Kohut noted that the district is looking at a deficit. There were items cut from Hunt’s 
building project proposal and the money should be spent on those items. Money should be 
put into the buildings instead of athletic fields. The athletic fields have been cared for in 
the past without this equipment. Tony Daley stated that if the new equipment will enhance 
the athletic fields and result in decreased athlete injuries, it is worth purchasing. If we are 
going to have athletic programs, we need to put money into maintaining our fields as well. 
Greg Cummings added that Dennis Fitzwater reported at the last work session that the 
reason for the purchase is safety concerns for athletes. 
 
Roll Call Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 

 
3.9 First Reading of Policy (Exhibit #18) 
3.10 Second Reading and Final Adoption of Policies (Exhibits #19, #20, #21, #22, #23, #24, 

#25, #26, & #27) 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.9) approve the first reading of proposed changes to policy #808 – Food Services as 
outlined in Exhibit #18; 
(3.10) approve the second reading and final adoption of proposed changes to the following 
policies: #103 – Nondiscrimination/Discriminatory Harassment – School and Classroom 
Practices as outlined in Exhibit #19, #103.1 – Nondiscrimination – Qualified Students 
With Disabilities as outlined in Exhibit #20, #104 – Nondiscrimination/Discriminatory 
Harassment – Employment Practices as outlined in Exhibit #21, #222 – Tobacco/Nicotine 
as outlined in Exhibit #22, #247 – Hazing as outlined in Exhibit #23, #249 – 
Bullying/Cyberbullying as outlined in Exhibit #24, #323 – Tobacco/Nicotine as outlined in 
Exhibit #25, #707 – Use of School Facilities as outlined in Exhibit #26, #904 – Public 
Attendance at School Events as outlined in Exhibit #27; Roll Call Vote. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
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3.11 Approval of Contract with Momentum Music Services (Exhibit #28) 
3.12 Approval of PenTeleData Contract (Exhibit #29) 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by James Neal, to  
(3.11) approve the contract between Momentum Music Services and Northern Tioga 
School District for music therapy services effective February 19, 2019 – June 28, 2019 as 
outlined in Exhibit #28; 
(3.12) enter into a 5 year contract effective July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2024 with PenTeleData 
for Point to Point transport between our schools at a total cost of $3,300.00 per month for 
Cowanesque Valley High School, Westfield Area Elementary School, Williamson High 
School, and R.B. Walter Elementary School before E-Rate as outlined in Exhibit #29; 
Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.13 Approval of 2019/2020 School Calendar (Exhibit #30) 
3.14 Approval of MOU with Bradford-Tioga Head Start, Inc. (Exhibit #31) 
3.15  Establish Williamson Track and Field Booster Club (Exhibit #32) 
3.16  Approval of Volunteer 
3.17 Approval to Change Date of June Board Meeting 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.13) approve the 2019/2020 school calendar with Labor Day, December 25, January 1, 
Good Friday, and Easter Monday as official local school district holidays per BEC 
24PS15-1502 as outlined in Exhibit #30; 
(3.14) approve the Memorandum of Understanding between Bradford-Tioga Head Start 
and the district as outlined in Exhibit #31; 
(3.15) approve the establishment of the Williamson Track and Field Booster Club  and the 
by-laws as outlined in Exhibit #32; 
(3.16) approve William McCawley as a volunteer for the Cowanesque Valley High School 
football team; 
(3.17) change the regular June Board meeting date from June 10 to June 12. This will 
allow the district to meet the 30 day requirement before final budget adoption; All votes 
were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
4.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 

4.1 Unpaid Leave of Absence Request   
    

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve Jamie Wilson, 
head cook at R.B. Walter Elementary/Williamson High School, to take an unpaid leave of 
absence from March 11, 2019 to June 1, 2019. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

5.1 Future Board Meetings 
 
Board Work Session – March 25, 2019, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – April 8, 2019, 7:00 PM 
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5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:02 PM. 
 

 
 
Alyson Yerrick 
Board Secretary 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


