
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 

 

Minutes – November 12, 2018 

 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 

1.1 Call to Order 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 

called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:01 PM.   

 

Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 

and personnel issues. 

   

1.2 Moment of Silence 

A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 

 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 

Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

1.4 Board Attendance: Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, Ian 

McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, Kim Strauser, and Julie Preston. Absent: Tony Daley and 

James Neal. 

 

Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Kathy VanSchaick, Amy Coots, Dan Fie, 

Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, Christina Fry, and Dennis 

Fitzwater.  

 

1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 

Student of the Month 

 

Williamson High School – Nolan Smith 

Nolan Smith reflects the qualities of a leader and a person of character every day at 

Williamson High School.  He works tirelessly to succeed and meet the high standards that 

he sets for himself.  Nolan, a sophomore, is the son of Darla and Bryant Smith of 

Millerton.  He is being recognized for his performance in science.  Teachers describe 

Nolan as being “dedicated, conscientious, hard-working, and studious. Not only is he 

focused on his own performance, he works well with others and is always willing to help 

out his classmates.  He exhibits a genuine interest in learning and is a joy to have in class.”  

In addition, one teacher noted that they were impressed that Nolan was the only sophomore 

in the class to dedicate his time to working the entire Block Party during Homecoming.  

Nolan not only puts hard work into his academics, but on the playing field as a committed 

soccer player and track and field athlete.  He also dedicates his time to being Vice 

President of the Sophomore Class, Ski Club, Student Council, FBLA, and History Club.  

After he graduates, Nolan plans on entering the medical field. The faculty and staff of 

Williamson are very proud of you, Nolan. 



Northern Tioga School District  November 12, 2018 

Williamson Middle School – Emma Walter 

Williamson Middle School is proud to honor Emma Walter as the November Student of 

the Month.  Emma resides in Tioga with her mother and step-father, Sheena and Josh 

Newcomb, her siblings, Josiah Walter, Gabriella Walter and Mia Newcomb and her two 

chinchillas, Cookie and Bernie. This fine young lady is also the daughter of Christopher 

Walter of Kansas. 

 

Emma is such a kind young lady. She loves people, animals and athletics. Currently, 

Emma volunteers to help a church group teach lessons to children after school at R.B. 

Walter Elementary School. She will soon begin competitive gymnastics in our region. 

Emma also enjoys volunteering at a local animal shelter and helping the animals. The most 

important thing to Emma is that she is a farm girl. She is proud of her family’s livelihood 

and loves to help around the farm by doing daily chores and spending time with the 

animals. This is the truest spark in Emma’s life. 

 

At school, Emma is a Student Council Representative. She is a member of both the 

Williamson Band and Chorus. She plays the clarinet in the band and sings soprano in the 

chorus. Emma is also a member of the Williamson Middle School Book Club. She loves to 

read and share her passion with other book worms. As Emma was being interviewed for 

this Student of the Month article, she shared her excitement in anticipation of reading the 

next book, The Hate You Gift. As Emma shared her feelings about this book she stated, 

“We are getting ready to read The Hate You Gift and the really cool thing is, we will go 

watch it at the movies after we’ve read it!” Imagine her beaming face saying these words 

while simultaneously an aura of passion shining through her energetic non-verbal motions 

… Emma has an amazing power of passion for reading! 

 

Emma’s future aspiration is to incorporate her love for the animals into a career. This fine 

young lady hopes to work with wildlife and/or become a veterinarian. Working for a zoo is 

currently Emma’s main future career prospect. Emma’s kindness and compassion for 

others will definitely be a great asset to her and to all who have connections with her. 

Being selected as the Williamson Middle School “Good Citizen” is a well-deserved tribute 

to Emma. She definitely cares about her classmates, her teachers and her school 

community. Congratulations Emma! 

 

Cowanesque Valley High School – Seth Lee 

Seth is a senior at Cowanesque Valley and is the son of Shadd and Karla Lee of Osceola.  

Seth was a captain of the soccer team this year.  He is also a member of the National 

Honor Society, Spanish Club, and Ski Club.  His teachers describe Seth as a natural leader, 

a diligent student with great insights and as a joy to have in class.  He is a very respectable, 

well rounded young man with a solid work ethic. Seth Plans to attend Penn State 

Harrisburg to major in Aerospace Engineering. 

 

Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Tabbitha Piper 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Tabby Piper as 

our middle school student of the month for November.  Tabby is in seventh grade and is 

the daughter of Doug and Chris Piper of Cowanesque.  Tabby has made a smooth 

transition into middle school.  She is a very conscientious student.  She participates in 

class, completes all of her classwork and homework, and works well with others.   She is 

also involved in a variety of extracurricular activities, including volleyball, basketball, 
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softball, and student council.  When she is not busy with school, she enjoys riding four-

wheeler, camping, and going to her grandma’s house.  Tabby’s favorite class is math, and 

she would like to be a lawyer or criminal investigator someday.  

 

R.B. Walter Elementary School – Pyper Button 

Pyper Button is the daughter of Joseph and Stefanie Button of Tioga, PA.  She is a fifth 

grade student at R.B. Walter and is consistently on the high honor roll.  At school she is in 

select chorus, chorus, volleyball and ski club. Pyper’s favorite subject is math. She loves 

and excels in this subject.  Her outside interest from school is 4-H. In 4-H, Pyper has 

participated in showing cows, goats and chickens.  She also works on many crafts in 4-H 

and has made a pillow and purse. She has done operation Christmas, packing blankets for 

the army with hot chocolate and mugs. Pyper has many appealing character traits.  Pyper’s 

teachers describe her as a very well-mannered, kind, conscientious student who is very 

considerate to her peers and is always eager to help others. She describes herself as 

trustworthy, hardworking and always willing to help out wherever she can.   

 

Westfield Area Elementary School – Hunter Simonds 

Westfield Area Elementary School’s Student of the Month is Hunter Simonds!  Hunter, a 

5th grade honor roll student, is the son of Shawn and Nicole Simonds of Little Marsh.  

Hunter participates in wrestling, soccer, Battle of the Books, and plays the saxophone in 

the WAES band.  He plays baseball for the Westfield Cardinals and the Finger Lakes 

Falcons, and is also a member of Boys Scouts.  In his free time, Hunter enjoys building 

things, hunting, fishing, and reading.  Hunter’s teachers describe him as a student that is 

always motivated to do well.  He is kind to everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Hunter is a team player that works well with others, both on and off the field.  Westfield 

Area Elementary School is proud to have Hunter Simonds as our Student of the Month! 

 

Clark Wood Elementary School –   Michaela Blackwell 
Clark Wood Elementary School’s representative as the November Student of the Month is 

Michaela Blackwell. Michaela is a 2nd grade student this school year. She is the daughter 

of Sherri and Michael Blackwell of Elkland. She is a dedicated student and is conscience 

of making the right choices. Michaela is a hard worker and always on task. She is willing 

to help out in any way. She puts forth her best in everything she does. Micaela is also 

conscientious of being kind and respectful to others.  We are proud of her here at Clark 

Wood and of her wonderful work ethic. 
 

  1.6 Open Forum 

 

  No one from the public wished to address the Board at this time. 

 

1.7 Approval of Minutes     

 

 A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the monthly 

meeting minutes from the regular October 8, 2018 meeting, the special October 22, 2018 

meeting, and the special November 5, 2018 meeting. All votes were affirmative. The 

motion carried. 

 

1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) – None  
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1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3)  

 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve Bills (October 

2018) as outlined in Exhibit #3. Roll Call Vote. The motion carried with Jean Kohut 

casting a negative vote. 

 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5)  

 

1.11 Information & Correspondence 

 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 

 

Wade Owlett – National Rural Teacher of the Year 

Dr. Barnes reported that on November 7, 2018, an assembly was held in Mr. Owlett’s 

honor at Clark Wood Elementary School to celebrate Mr. Owlett being the recipient of the 

2018-2019 Monsanto Fund Rural Teacher of the Year Award. In honor of Mr. Owlett’s 

accomplishments as an outstanding teacher, leaders from the State of Pennsylvania and our 

community came together to thank Mr. Owlett and present him with citations highlighting 

his service. Mr. Owlett shared with the Board the speech he gave at the National Forum to 

Advance Rural Education in Denver, CO, where he was presented with the 2018-2019 

Monsanto Fund Rural Teacher of the Year Award. 

 

Recognition of Employee Veterans 

Dr. Barnes recognized current employees that served in the Armed Forces and thanked 

them for their service. Building principals noted the various activities that took place in 

their schools in honor of Veteran’s Day including assemblies, tribute walls, writing letters 

to veterans, and various receptions with veterans. 

 

Recognition of Employees 

Dr. Barnes noted that November 14, 2018 is National Education Support Professionals 

Day and November 12-16, 2018 is American Education Week. She thanked all staff 

members who make our schools work. 

 

School Safety and Security Conference 

Dr. Barnes reported that she recently attended the School Safety and Security Conference. 

She noted that changes in school safety are coming with the newly established Safe2Say 

Program.   

 

District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
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2.2 Business Manager’s Report 

 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 

       

 A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the Payroll 

Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report (September & October 2018 Unaudited), Financial 

Report (October 2018), Cash Investment Report (September & October 2018 Unaudited), 

Student Activity Report (September 2018 Unaudited), Cafeteria Bills & Report, 

Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects Report (October 2018 Unaudited) as outlined 

in the Exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

2.3 Buildings and Grounds Report 

 

Supervisor of Buildings & Grounds, Dennis Fitzwater, reported that the building project is 

going well and noted the following specifics: 

 

Williamson High School – Footer and frost wall installation are complete. Work on offices 

inside the building is moving along. 

 

Cowanesque Valley High School – Walls are being poured. Electric and waste water lines 

are almost complete. 

 

Westfield Area Elementary School – The boiler room work is roughly 95% complete. 

During Christmas Break, work will be done in the kitchen as a new air intake is installed. 

 

Greg Cummings stated that he recently attended the Career Fair at Cowanesque Valley 

High School and noted that it is good for students to have the opportunity to observe the 

building project and see how it all comes together. Dennis noted that some high school 

industrial arts classes have been able to observe first hand some of the topics they are 

learning about in class through observing work going on at the building project. 

 

3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  

3.1 2018/2019 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 

3.2 2018/2019 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to  

(3.1) approve 2018/2019 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 

(3.2) approve 2018/2019 substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14; 

All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.3 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #16) 

 

A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to appoint Jessica 

Watson to the position of 6.0 hour per day Nurse’s Aide, currently assigned at the R.B. 

Walter Elementary/Williamson High School at a rate of $14.37/hour, effective November 

27, 2018 in accordance with the contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School 

District and the Northern Tioga Education Support Professionals as outlined in Exhibit 

#16. Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
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3.4 Appointment of Head Custodian (Exhibit #17) 

 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to appoint Scott 

Simmons to the position of Head Custodian at the Westfield Area Elementary/Cowanesque 

Valley High School at the rate of $19.59/hour, effective November 27, 2018 in accordance 

with the Act 93 Agreement as outlined in Exhibit #17. Roll Call Vote. All votes were 

affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.5 First Reading of Policies (Exhibits #18, #19, #20, #21, #22, and #23) 

 

A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the first 

reading of proposed changes to the following policies: #105 – Curriculum as outlined in 

Exhibit #18, #108 – Adoption of Textbooks as outlined in Exhibit #19, #138 – Language 

Instruction Educational Program for English Learners as outlined in Exhibit #20, #239 – 

Foreign Exchange Students as outlined in  Exhibit #21, #806 – Child Abuse as outlined in  

Exhibit #22, #906 – Public Complaint Procedures as outlined in Exhibit #23. Roll Call 

Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.6 Approval of E-Rate Participation (Exhibit #24) 

3.7 Requests to Attend Out-of-State Conference (Exhibit #25) 

     

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to 

(3.6) approve the district’s participation in the IU#17 E-Rate Category 2 Consortium for 

the procurement eligible Category 2 technology equipment and/or services as outlined in 

Exhibit #24; 

(3.7) approve Ann Howe, Tina Nevius, and Carol Padgett to travel to Nichols, NY on 

November 14, 2018 to attend the 2018 Autism Summit at a total cost of approximately 

$207.24 to the district as outlined in Exhibit #25; 

Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

3.8 Approval of New Course  

3.9 Out of Country Field Trip Request (Exhibit #26) 

3.10 Approval of Perkins/Vocational Minutes (Exhibit #27) 

 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  

(3.8) approve the following course: Consumer Math: Students will learn about managing 

their personal finances allowing them to excel in daily life skills as well as the work place. 

Students will review and practice math skills. Students will learn practical application of 

the concepts in areas including income, career, bank accounts, expenses, credit cards, 

loans, taxes, budgeting, housing, and insurance; 

(3.9) approve the Williamson High School History/Civics Club to travel to Austria, 

Germany, and Switzerland in June 2020 to expose students to cultures around the world, 

provide students with a lasting, hands-on, learning experience, and to aid students in 

developing independence, responsibility, and confidence as outlined in Exhibit #26; 

(3.10) approve the Vocational Advisory Committee meeting minutes from October 16, 

2018, Perkins Advisory Committee meeting minutes from October 16, 2018, Perkins 

Advisory Committee – Agriculture General Local Advisory Committee meeting minutes 

from October 16, 2018 and Perkins Advisory Committee – Agriculture Mechanic Local 

Advisory Committee meeting minutes from October 16, 2018 as outlined in Exhibit #27; 
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The motion carried with Ed Bonham casting a negative vote.  

 

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Unpaid Leave of Absence Request 

4.2 Resignation 

4.3 Approval to Offer Position 

 

A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser, to  

(4.1) approve Peggy Brown, cook at the Cowanesque Valley High School, to extend her 

unpaid leave of absence from November 9, 2018 to January 1, 2019; 

(4.2) accept the resignation of Meloney Spencer, 5.0 hour per day custodian at the R.B. 

Walter Elementary/Williamson High School, effective November 23, 2018, with regrets; 

(4.3) approve the Superintendent to interview and offer the position to the top ranking 

candidate for the 5.0 hour per day custodian position at the R.B. Walter Elementary/ 

Williamson High School. An appointment will be made retroactively at the January 14, 

2018 Board meeting;  

All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 

Board Work Session – November 27, 2018 6:00 PM 

Regular Board Meeting – December 3, 2018 7:00 PM 

 

5.2 Committee Meetings 

 

6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to adjourn. All votes were 

affirmative. The motion carried. 

 

Adjournment was at 8:22 PM. 

 

 

 

Alyson Yerrick 

Board Secretary 

 

All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 

located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


