
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – May 7, 2018 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:06 PM.   
 
Executive Session - An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Tony Daley, 
Jean Kohut, Ian McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, Jim Neal, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser.  
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Dennis 
Fitzwater, Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood.  

 
 1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 
 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School – Kylee Butz 

Kylee, a senior from Lawrenceville, is the daughter of Dan and Jackie Butz.  Kylee is well 
respected by her peers as was proven when she was voted band president. As president, she 
has taken on a strong leadership role that includes working and communicating with local 
businesses on behalf of the band.  Kylee is a strong musician and athlete.  If you can't find 
her on the volleyball court, she's probably on the marching band practice field.  In what 
little free time she has, she also spends time as a volunteer Junior Firefighter and EMT in 
Lawrenceville.  Kylee is also very intelligent and an extremely hard worker, both of which 
are needed to graduate a year early, as she is doing next month.  Kylee plans on studying 
nursing at Penn Tech where she has already been accepted.  Her grit, determination, and 
ability to treat others with respect have helped her earn the student of the month 
recognition.  The faculty and staff of Williamson are proud of you. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Miranda Howe 
Miranda resides in Lawrenceville and is the daughter of Rebecca Cummings and step-
daughter of Harold Bolt.  She has a little brother, Brian Hough, who she is very proud of.  
Miranda is a typical 8th grader who enjoys her friends and loves being involved in ways 
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that help other people.  She is a very kind-hearted young lady.  Education is very important 
to Miranda.  She invests herself in all aspects of school life.  Miranda is a very active 
member of the middle school student council.  Miranda has many interests both at school 
and at home.  Outside of Williamson, she enjoys playing basketball and babysitting 
children.  Miranda has helped at her church’s nursery and is currently busy as a babysitter 
within the community.  Miranda has aspirations of becoming a cosmetologist.  She is also 
contemplating serving our nation by joining the Air Force.  Miranda has already proven 
herself as a “Good Citizen” here at Williamson Middle School.  Congratulations Miranda! 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Rylie Walker 
Rylie is a freshman at Cowanesque Valley High School and is the daughter of Jeffrey and 
Bonnie Walker of Elkland.  Rylie’s teachers say that she works very hard in class, always 
gives one hundred percent and gets excited to learn something new.  She is always smiling, 
is very pleasant and her assignments are completed with diligence and enthusiasm.  Rylie 
is a member of the volleyball and softball teams.  She also participates in band, student 
council, Spanish Club and is a member of the Junior National Honor Society.  In her spare 
time she also plays travel volleyball for Nightmare Volleyball Club and enjoys 
skateboarding.  Rylie’s future plans are to pursue a career in the medical field. 
 
Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Bryson Fuhrer 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Bryson Fuhrer as 
our middle school student of the month.  He is in seventh grade and is the son of Brandon 
and Jessica Fuhrer of Knoxville.   Bryson is a joy to have as a student.  He always has a 
smile on his face and is willing to do whatever is asked of him.  He is kind, considerate of 
others, and is always engaged in whatever is happening in the classroom.  In addition, he is 
a well-rounded student.  He is a wonderful actor and has been involved in the drama club 
and Hamilton Gibson productions.  He is in track, band, and chorus.  He is a member of 
the Battle of the Books team and played a big role in bringing home a second place win 
this year!  He is also the historian for the Middle School Student Council.  Way to go 
Bryson!! 
 

R.B. Walter Elementary School – Braxton Watson 
Braxton is the son of Robert and Nicki Watson of Lawrenceville, PA. He is a fifth grade 
student at R.B. Walter and is consistently on the high honor roll.  At school, he is involved 
in basketball, Battle of the Books, and soccer.  Braxton’s favorite subjects are math and 
English language arts. He loves and excels in these subjects.  Braxton’s outside interests 
from school are spending time with his family.  He enjoys outdoor activities like fishing 
and riding his bike.  Braxton has many appealing character traits.  Braxton’s teachers 
describe him as a well-mannered, conscientious student who is helpful and caring to his 
peers.  He is always eager to help others and has a great sense of humor.  Braxton describes 
himself as trustworthy, hardworking and always willing to help out wherever he can.  
Congratulations Braxton! 
  
Clark Wood Elementary School – Jaylin Butler 
Jaylin is a fourth grade student at Clark Wood Elementary School in Mrs. Potter's class.  
She is the daughter of Jennifer and Jody Butler of Tioga. Miss Butler has many interests.  
Jaylin is involved in two 4 H clubs where she participates in many projects dealing with 
both animals and working outside.  Each summer she shows dairy cows at the Tioga 
County Fair.  In the winter time, Jaylin shows milking short horn cows at the State Fair in 
Harrisburg. Jaylin is a true asset to her family because she helps with the Butler Family 
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Maple each year.  She plays soccer in the fall and she is involved in tumble/ dance classes 
all school year.  Jaylin is involved in the ski club, band, and works hard in her math and 
ELA classes and loves to come to school each day.  Her teachers love her positive attitude 
and her willingness to take on new challenges.  
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Nick West 
Nick, a 6th grade student, is the son of Mike and Jen West of Westfield.  Nick is an honor 
roll student whose favorite subject is math.  He plays football for the CV Youth Football 
team and baseball for the Westfield Dodgers.  In his free time, Nick enjoys being outside, 
practicing for the sports that he plays, riding his bike, and sleeping. His favorite thing to do 
with his family is watch movies and kayak.  Nick’s teachers describe him as a polite, hard-
working student who is a pleasure to have in class.  He is quick to help his fellow 
classmates and is respectful to everyone.  Nick is not afraid to laugh at himself and he 
enjoys making other people laugh. He is a mature, confident 6th grader and we are proud to 
have him as our Student of the Month!  

 
  Recognition of Elementary Teacher Wade Owlett 

Dr. Barnes and the Board recognized Wade Owlett, Elementary Teacher at the Clark Wood 
Elementary School, for receiving the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools 
Educator of the Year award.  Mr. Owlett will represent the state of Pennsylvania at the 
national level.  

 
1.6 Open Forum 

 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
 
Jacob Steinfelt, Westfield, PA 
Mr. Steinfelt addressed the Board regarding the current location for his child, who is 
starting school next year, to be picked up by the school bus.  He noted that the current stop 
is located 9/10 of a mile from his home and that he has buses that come near his home on 
two different roads.  Mrs. Erb explained that the school district follows the PA School 
Code that states that students can walk up to 1.5 miles to the nearest bus stop unless the 
walking route is deemed hazardous by the PA Department of Transportation.  She noted 
that the district will look into the situation and get back to Mr. Steinfelt. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the meeting 
minutes from the April 9, 2018 regular meeting. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) -none 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve (1.9) 

Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3.   Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 
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1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.11 Information & Correspondence  
 

Change in Retirement Dates 
Kathy Lindenmuth from end of the 2017/2018 school year to June 1, 2018 
Robert Tierney from end of the 2017/2018 school year to July 4, 2018 
 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
CVHS Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the CVHS Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent 
activities that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School including the 
National Honor Society blood drive, the FFA trip to Oklahoma, Special Olympics, various 
field trips, SAT’s, and the elementary school play. 
 
Employee Vibrant Community Grant 
Dr. Barnes noted that Clark Wood Elementary School is the recipient of a $1,000.00 
Employee Vibrant Community Grant from Corning Incorporated Foundation, which was 
applied for by Lois Lyon, Elementary Teacher. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jim Neal, to approve the Payroll Rate 
Changes, Capital Reserve Report (none), Financial Report (none), Cash Investment Report 
(none), Student Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, Transportation Changes (none), 
and Capital Projects Bills only as outlined in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The 
motion carried. 

  
2.3 Buildings & Grounds Report 
 

3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 
3.3 Resignation 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14; 
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(3.3) accept the resignation of Jeanne Morley from her position of learning support teacher 
at the Clark Wood Elementary School effective June 30, 2018, with regrets.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.4 Classified Appointment (Exhibit #16) 
3.5 Professional Appointment (Exhibit #17) 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser, to appoint Alyson 
Yerrick to the position of administrative assistant to the Superintendent at the rate of 
$21.00/hour in accordance with the current Act 93 agreement, effective May 14, 2018 as 
outlined in Exhibit #16 and appoint Jeffrey Martin to the position of technology education 
teacher currently assigned at the Williamson High School, Step 1, Masters Degree, in 
accordance with the contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and 
the Northern Tioga Education Association, effective August 20, 2018 as outlined in 
Exhibit #17.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

3.6 Proposed Final Budget Adoption (Exhibit #18) 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jim Neal, to approve the proposed final 
budget for the 2018/2019 school year in the amount of $35,807,833.00 as outlined in 
Exhibit #18.  This reflects an increase of .469 mills or a 2.7% in real estate millage.  The 
budget will be on display for public inspection on the PDE 2028 form beginning May 9, 
2018 and the public will have the opportunity under Open Forum at the June 11, 2018 
Board Meeting (later in the meeting, the June meeting was changed to June 7, 2018) to 
comment prior to the final adoption of the budget.  Roll Call Vote.  The motion carried 
with Tony Daley and Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 

 
3.7 Approval of Stage Upgrade Proposals (Exhibit #19) – removed from the agenda. 

 
3.8 Election of Treasurer – One Year Appointment 

 
A motion to nominate Greg Cummings as treasurer for a one year appointment was made 
by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner.  No other nominations were made.  
Nominations were closed.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion 
carried. 
 

3.9 Appointment of General Fund Depository 
 3.10 Extended School Appointments (Exhibit #20) 

3.11 Additional Days for School Nurses  
3.12 Second Reading and Final Adoption of Policy (Exhibit #21) 

 
  A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jean Kohut, to  

(3.9) continue with PSDLAF (PA School District Liquid Asset Fund)  as school district 
depository for local, state, and federal monies for the 2018-19 school year, continuing to 
utilize Citizens & Northern Bank of Elkland, PA as the primary checking institute; 
(3.10) approve the extended school year appointments as outlined in Exhibit #20; 
(3.11) approve up to two additional days for each school nurse to assist the school 
physician with sports physicals.  PIAA requires that physicals be dated on or after June 1, 
2018 for the 2018/2019 school year and the last day for professional staff is June 1, 2018 
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which does not allow enough time to conduct the physicals.  Nurses will be paid their per 
diem rate for the additional days; 
(3.12) approve the second Reading and Final Adoption of Policy #810.1 – Copy of 
Drug/Alcohol Testing – Covered Drivers as outlined in Exhibit #21.  Roll Call Vote.  All 
votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.13 Principal’s Special Request 
 

A motion was made by Jim Neal, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve Mrs. Sottolano, 
principal of Westfield Area Elementary School, to use up to $1,500.00 of her principal’s 
special request account to pay for end of year field trips and AR/other end of year awards; 
approve Mr. Millard, principal of Clark Wood Elementary School, to use $600.00 of his 
principal’s special request account to pay for student AR rewards and $500.00 to pay for 
end of year field trips and activities, and approve Mr. Sottolano, principal of Cowanesque 
Valley High School, to use $1,100.00 of his principal’s special request account to assist 
with funding for student, Kaylin Burton, to attend the National Association of Student 
Councils Conference in Minnesota this summer and to also support CV Pride 1st day 
activities.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.14 Approval of Therapy/School Dog at WHS 
3.15 Approval to Participate in State Bids 

 3.16 Approval to advertise for Proposals 
 
 A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  

(3.14)  approve a therapy/school dog at the Williamson High School; 
(3.15) approve the district to participate in the following state bid programs: PEPPM, 
L3P3, PA State Contract, U.S. Communities, COSTARS, Pittsburgh Regional Food 
Service Directors Bid, KPN Bids, BLaST IU Bids, AEPA Bid, National Purchasing 
Partners (NPP) Cooperative Purchasing Program, BLaST IU Purchasing Consortium, 
National IPA, and Central Westmoreland Council of Governments during the 2018/19 
school year; 
(3.16) approve the advertisement for any transportation proposals that may be necessary 
during the 2018/19 school year.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.17 Approval to Apply for Grants 

3.18 Approval of Agreement Between NTSD and NTESPA (Exhibit #22) 
3.19 Summer Lump Sum Payment Requests (Exhibit #23) 
3.20 Appointment of PSBA Voting Delegates 
 
 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Ed Bonham, to 

(3.17) approve the district to apply for any grants available for the 2018/19 school year, as 
long as those grants are not contingent upon a commitment of local funds by the school 
district.  All grant applications will be pre-approved through the central administration 
offices according to the Board’s motion in May 1997; 
(3.18) approve  the agreement between Northern Tioga School District and the Northern 
Tioga Education Support Professional Association to adjust the work week from June 11, 
2018 – August 10, 2018 to reflect 4 ten hour days with Fridays being an off day and the 
work day starting at 6:00 AM and ending at 4:30 PM as outlined in Exhibit #22; 
(3.19) approve the summer lump sum requests as outlined in Exhibit #23; 
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(3.20) appoint Julie Preston and Jolene Meisner to be voting delegates for the PSBA 
Delegate Assembly Meeting being held on October 19, 2018.  All votes were affirmative.  
The motion carried. 

 
 3.21 Approval of 2018/2019 Board Meeting & Work Session Dates 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jim Neal to approve the 2018/19 Board 
meeting and work session dates as listed below.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion 
carried. 
 
August 13, 2018  August 27, 2018 (work session) 
September 10, 2018  September 24, 2018 (work session) 
October 8, 2018  October 22, 2018 (work session) 

  November 12, 2018  November 27, 2018 (work session) 
December 3, 2018   
January 14, 2019  January 28, 2019 (work session) 

  February 11, 2019  February 25, 2019 (work session) 
March 11, 2019  March 25, 2019 (work session) 
April 8, 2019   April 29, 2019 (work session) 

  May 13, 2019    
June 10, 2019 

 
4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Discussion of Building Project Bids 
 
Mike Jones of Hunt Engineering and Dan Cicala of Fidevia addressed the Board regarding 
the building project bids that were opened on May 3, 2018.  The overall base bid amount 
of the apparent low bids is over the anticipated construction cost budget.  Hunt and Fidevia 
recommended that the Board rebid the general trades, HVAC and plumbing while 
maintaining the current construction schedule.  They also hope this will attract more 
bidders.  They will be meeting with school district administrators on May 8, 2018 to 
discuss the priorities and scope of work to be cut and/or modified.  A list of the 
modifications will be sent to the Board for their review and the Board Buildings and 
Grounds Committee will meet on May 14, 2018 at 6:00 PM to review the modifications.   
 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to authorize the 
administrators and the professional consultants to review the scope, sufficiency and clarity 
of the plans and specifications in order to rebid all or portions of the project in order to 
obtain a base bid within the previously authorized total project cost of $20,000,000.00 plus 
alternatives and present such bids for the Board’s consideration on or about June 7, 2018.  
Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
4.2 Resignation 
4.3 Retirement 
4.4 Approval of Revised WHS Drama Workshop By-Laws (Exhibit #24) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham, to 
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(4.2) accept the resignation of Amy Wood from her position of principal at the R.B. Walter 
Elementary School, effective June 30, 2018, with regrets; 
(4.3) accept the retirement of Lynne Murdock from her position of library aide at the 
Cowanesque Valley High School, effective June 30, 2018, with regrets;  
(4.4) approve the revised Williamson High School Drama Workshop By-Laws as outlined 
in Exhibit #24.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
. 

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Buildings & Ground Committee Meeting – May 14, 2018, 6:00 PM  
Regular Board Meeting – June 7, 2018, 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:15 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


