
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – April 9, 2018 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:02 PM.   
 
Executive Session - An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Julie Preston welcomed new Board member James Neal to the Board.  Mr. Neal was sworn 
in prior to the beginning of executive session. 
 

1.5 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, Ian 
McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, James Neal, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. Absent:  Ed 
Bonham and Tony Daley. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Dennis 
Fitzwater, Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood.  

 
 1.6 Appointment of PSBA Liaison – Jolene Meisner (replacing Robin Fitzmartin) 

 
1.7 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School –Erica Leonard 

Erica, a sophomore, is the daughter of Glenn and Barb Leonard of Millerton.  The teacher 
who nominated Erica stated that they are impressed at “how pleasant, friendly, helpful, and 
cooperative” Erica is and described her as “having the best sunny attitude and never 
complains about whatever life throws at her.”  Erica is an overall joy for a teacher to 
encounter as she is always willing to lend a helpful hand.  Erica dedicates her time to 
chorus and has participated in the Student Leadership Academy.  Erica also prides herself 
as being a member of the Battle of the Books team, which she spends countless hours 
preparing for.  After she graduates, Erica plans on attending college to major in nursing; 
this field will be a perfect fit for her sunny disposition and willingness to help others.  
Erica, on behalf of the Williamson faculty and staff, congratulations on this achievement. 
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Williamson Middle School – Hailey Penner 
Hailey resides in Millerton and is the daughter of Linda and Joseph Penner.  Hailey is very 
family oriented and is the proud granddaughter of Mary Irvin, niece of Kevin and Star 
Penner, Bonnie Thompson and cousin of Jay Thompson. Most importantly, Hailey loves 
her family and deeply enjoys camping and traveling to special events with them.  Hailey is 
a very active seventh grader.  As an active member of the Williamson student body, Hailey 
is a member of the middle school yearbook staff and is a member of the ski club.  She also 
enjoys alpine skiing, playing basketball and softball for Williamson.  In addition to school 
sports, she plays summer softball in South Port, NY. Horses are a passion of Hailey’s.  For 
several years, this equine enthusiast has been a summer camp participant at the Triple D 
Farms. This year, Hailey also plans to volunteer to assist the younger aged campers at this 
horse complex. This fine young lady is a people person.  She is a giver! She deeply cares 
about the wellbeing of other people; especially her classmates. Hailey thrives through 
service to others. One of her potential career aspirations is within the health profession.  
Hailey has been inspired by Debra Lopatofsky, DDS, her dentist.  This fine adolescent has 
developed a strong connection with Dr. Lopatosfsky and in return has been offered the 
future opportunity to learn alongside her respected mentor.  Hailey’s other potential career 
aspiration is firmly rooted by her love of family. She is toying with the idea of one day 
working alongside her father at LJP Trucking, the family owned and operated business.  
Congratulations Hailey! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Haley Millard 
Haley is a sophomore at Cowanesque Valley and is the daughter of Jesse and Amy Millard 
of Osceola.  She is a bright, kind, respectful student who is genuinely interested in 
learning.  She works hard in the classroom and contributes to the CV community in a 
variety of ways, some of her interests include the drama club, soccer, student council, band 
and Battle of the Books. She is also in the history club, on the yearbook staff, and is the 
Vice President of her class.  In the summer, Haley can also be found volunteering for 
Elkland youth sports program and working at both the Elkland pool and Triple D Farms.  
Amazingly, she juggles all of these activities and maintains a GPA over a 99.  She is, to 
put it simply, a joy to have as a student.  Haley plans on pursuing a career in psychology 
and acting after graduation. 
 
Cowanesque Valley Middle School – Schuyler Madison 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are happy to announce Schuyler Madison 
as our middle school student of the month.  She is in eighth grade and is the daughter of 
William and Wendy Madison of Westfield.    Schuyler is a pleasure to have in the 
classroom.  She always has a smile on her face, and is willing to do whatever is asked of 
her.  She is a hardworking and dedicated student.  Outside of the classroom, Schuyler is 
involved in 4H and Girl Scouts.  She is also a member of National Junior Honor Society.  
Her favorite class is English, and she would like to one day pursue a career in business. 
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School –Mikenna Buchanan 
Mikenna is a sixth grade student and the daughter of Michael and Erica Buchanan of 
Lawrenceville.  Intelligent, hardworking, kind and persistent would be the best words to 
describe Mikenna.  As a sixth grade team, when asked who has all the qualities and 
characteristics for Student of the Month, Mikenna’s name was on all our lists.  
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Academically and socially, she is top notch and has a contagious smile that makes 
everyone happy when she is around.  
Mikenna’s interests outside of school include softball, basketball, volleyball and racing. 
She is also involved in regular and select chorus. Busy is an understatement, but she 
balances her schoolwork and social activities very well. Her favorite subject in school is 
math. She loves how math is taught in sixth grade and is excited to learn.  When asked 
who her role model was, she named Quinton Buchanan, her brother, because he inspires 
her to never give up on what she loves to do whether it’s with racing or anything else. 
When she grows up, Mikenna would like to be a cook or race car driver. She stated that 
racing is a family tradition and has been for generations. A cook because she loves to cook 
different things with her dad. Special awards she has received are within softball, 
basketball and Jr. Fan at Woodhull Raceway as well as honor roll at school. When asked 
what she felt her strongest character trait was, she responded by saying how smart she was. 
The sixth grade team completely agrees. But we aren’t sure with Mikenna that you can say 
there is just one strong character trait. She has it all but most importantly, she is kind to 
everyone.  
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Breanna Orr 
Breanna is a third grade student at Clark Wood Elementary in Mrs. Daley and Mrs. 
Ratcliffe's classes.  She is the daughter of Mike Orr and Kelly Wheaton of Westfield. Her 
teachers are very proud to recommend her for Student of the Month.    Breanna is very 
motivated and always willing to help others.  She takes care of her friends and is respectful 
of their needs.  Breanna can always be counted on to demonstrate the  RAMS positive 
behavior expectations and to be a role-model for other students in her class.  Her teachers 
say she has a sweet personality and you can always count on her to do her best.  Not only 
does Breanna work hard in school, but she also participates in cheerleading in the fall.  She 
is able to show her passion for animals while taking care of her dogs and ducks at home.  
Breanna's positive attitude and infectious smile make her a delight to be around.  We are so 
proud of her! 
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Liam Kies 
Liam, a 4th grade student, is the son of Linda and Jeff Kies of Westfield.  Liam is involved 
in student council, Battle of the Books, indoor and outdoor soccer, and ski club.  He also 
plays the euphonium in the band.  Outside of school, Liam is in Boy Scouts and plays 
baseball for the Westfield Cardinals major’s team.  In his free time, Liam enjoys practicing 
soccer, playing video games, reading for Battle of the Books, and catching up on his sleep.  
His teachers describe him as compassionate, considerate of those around him, and always 
willing to lend a helping hand! He is meticulous in his school work and always gives 100% 
in everything he does.  We are proud to have Liam Kies as our Student of the Month! 

 
 

1.8 Open Forum 
 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
 
Mr. Goodrich noted that many good things are taking place in the district and offered a 
prayer. 
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1.9 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the meeting 
minutes from the March 12, 2018 regular meeting and the March 26, 2018 special meeting. 
All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.10 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2)  
1.11 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve (1.10) 

Budget Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2 and (1.11) Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3 .   Roll 
Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.12 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.13 Information & Correspondence  
 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
CVHS Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the CVHS Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent 
activities that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School including the recent 
Battle of the Books competition, band and chorus concerts, senior concert, senior projects, 
HOBY Leadership Seminar and the band trip to Baltimore. 
 
Battle of the Books Competition 
Dr. Barnes noted that the Battle of the Books competition was recently held at the 
Williamson High School.  She thanked everyone for their involvement in the event and 
noted that Rosalie Bates, librarian, does a great job organizing the event.  Each school 
principal also noted the number of teams that participated from their school and how they 
placed. 
 
District Website 
Todd Terpstra, network administrator, gave an update on the district’s newly designed 
website.  This was a joint effort with the IU that has taken some time to complete.  He 
would appreciate any feedback. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes (none), Capital Reserve Report, Financial Report, Cash Investment Report, 
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Student Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, Transportation Changes, and Capital 
Projects Report as outlined in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

 2018/2019 Cafeteria Paper & Small Wares Bids (Exhibit #16) 
 2018/2019 Copier Paper Bids (Exhibit #17) 
 
 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by James Neal, to approve the 

2018/2019 cafeteria paper and small wares bids in the amount of $6,842.83 as outlined in 
Exhibit #16 and the 2018/2019 copier paper bids in the amount of $16,413.83 as outlined 
in Exhibit #17.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
2.3 Buildings & Grounds Report 

 
Dennis Fitzwater, buildings and grounds supervisor, noted that the Williamson High 
School auditorium lighting system project has been completed.  He also noted that the due 
date for the building project bids has been moved to April 18, 2018 to allow more time for 
contractors.  Bids are scheduled to be awarded at the April 23, 2018 special meeting. 
 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 

 
3.3 Classified Appointment (Exhibit #18) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by James Neal, to appoint Whitney 
Hurlburt to the position of 4.5 hour/day special education teacher aide at the Clark Wood 
Elementary School at the rate of $12.48/hour effective April 12, 2018 in accordance with 
the contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and the Northern 
Tioga Education Support Professionals as outlined in Exhibit #18.  Roll Call Vote.  All 
votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

3.4 Summer School (Grades 7-12) 
3.5 Summer School Teacher Compensation 

 
A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Greg Cummings, to  
(3.4) approve the 2018 summer school program for credit recovery for grades 7-12.  A 
student may take up to 2 courses at $216.00 per course with $100.00 reimbursed upon 
successful completion. No transportation is provided.  Guidance counselors will notify 
eligible students; 
(3.5) approve the compensation for summer school teacher(s) at $20.00/hour up to 8 hours 
per day for 3 weeks.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
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3.6 Collection of Delinquent School Debt (Exhibit #19) 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to contract with 
G.H. Harris Associates, Inc., to assist in the collection of delinquent school debt 
specifically for the collection of outstanding student cafeteria charges as outlined in 
Exhibit #19.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried.  Mrs. Erb 
noted that approximately three weeks ago the unpaid balance was over $2,000.00 and that 
according to law the cafeteria is not permitted to carry bad debt.  The general fund will 
have to reimburse the cafeteria for any unpaid balances at the end of the school year. 

 
 3.7 Extended School Year 
 3.8 First Reading of Policy (Exhibit #20) 

3.9 Second Reading & Final Adoption of Policy (Exhibit #21) 
3.10 Approval of MOU with Mobile Dentist (Exhibit #22) 

 
  A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by James Neal, to  

(3.7) approve the advertisement in-house for three (3) extended school year special 
education teacher positions, one (1) social worker, one (1) nurse, and one (1) speech and 
language support teacher at the rate of $100.00/day and four (4) paraprofessional positions 
at their current hourly wage beginning June 19 and ending July 26, 2018.  The ESY 
Program will operate 3 days per week, 4 hours per day.  Transportation will be provided 
for the students and the routes will be put out for bid; 
(3.8) approve the first reading of Policy #810.1 – Drug/Alcohol Testing – Covered Drivers 
as outlined in Exhibit #20; 
(3.9) approve the second reading and final adoption of Policy #719 – Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems – Unmanned Aircraft Vehicles as outlined in Exhibit #21; 
(3.10) approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Smile Pennsylvania – the Mobile 
Dentist to provide mandated dental screenings for students in the state mandated grades of 
K, 3, and 7 at a cost of $10.00/student as outlined in Exhibit #22.  Roll Call Vote.  All 
votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.11 Approval of Agreement for Pre-K Counts Grant – removed from the agenda. 
 
 3.12 Principal’s Special Requests 
 3.13 Approval to Attend Out-of-State Conference (Exhibit #24) 

3.14 Administrative Building Summer Worker 
 
 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Jean Kohut, to  

(3.12) approve Amy Wood, principal of R.B. Walter Elementary School, to use $1,500.00 
of her principal’s special request account to fund end of year field trips, behavior rewards, 
and end of year awards and approve Mr. Kaufman, principal of Williamson High School, 
to use $1,000.00 from his principal’s special request account to purchase t-shirts for 6th 
grade move up day; 
(3.13) approve Wanda Erb, Business Manager, to attend the Maryland ASBO State 2018 
Education Summit and Expo on May 20 – 23, 2018 in Ocean City, MD at no cost to the 
district as outlined in Exhibit #24; 
(3.14) approve the hiring of a summer worker at minimum wage to assist with various 
projects in the administrative offices during the summer.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were 
affirmative.  The motion carried. 
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4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Approval of Technology Services Agreement (Exhibit #23) 
4.2 Approval of Penelec/First Energy Easement (Exhibit #25) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 
(4.1) approve the technology services agreement with Blast IU #17 for the 2018/2019 
school year as outlined in Exhibit #23; 
(4.2) authorize the president and secretary to process and sign the easement with 
Penelec/First Energy for the building project as outlined in Exhibit #25.  Roll Call Vote.  
All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Special Board Meeting – April 23, 2018, 6:00 PM - proposed final budget adoption and 
awarding of building project bids.  
Regular Board Meeting – May 14, 2018 – 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by James Neal, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 7:51 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


