
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – March 12, 2018 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:03 PM.   
 
Executive Session - An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 The resignation of Board Member Robin Fitzmartin was received on March 5, 2018. 
 

1.5 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Greg Cummings, Tony Daley, Jean Kohut, 
Jolene Meisner, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. Absent:  Ed Bonham and Ian 
McLaughlin. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Kris Kaufman, 
Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood.  Absent:  Dan Fie. 

 
 1.6 Williamson Jazz Band Performance 

 
The Williamson Jazz Band performed three pieces for the Board in honor of Music In Our 
Schools Month.  Dr. Barnes thanked them for the wonderful performance 

 
1.7 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School – Andrew Learn 

Andrew, a senior, is the son of Michael and Patricia Learn and resides in Elkland. He is 
being honored for his performance in the study of English. One teacher who nominated 
Andrew described him as a “conscientious student who has shown tremendous growth 
over the last few years, both in writing ability and personal achievement.”  Another teacher 
“witnessed a striking improvement in him from his junior to senior year in English. He 
became a focused and diligent worker. He participated regularly in class. He really 
engaged himself in his learning. It demonstrated a great deal of maturity and determination 
on his part.” Outside of the classroom, Andrew prides himself on being a dedicated soccer 
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player; this is quite evident because anyone who has seen him play, knows that he plays his 
heart out on the field.  After he graduates, Andrew plans on attending Penn State at 
Behrend to major in Software Engineering.  Andrew, on behalf of the Williamson faculty 
and staff, congratulations on this achievement. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Anthony Staples 
Anthony resides in Tioga and is the son of Kyle Staples, Amber Bryant and the step-son of 
Scott Bryant.  Anthony has two brothers.  Isiah Staples, a senior at Williamson High 
School, and Ethan Bryant, a first grader at RB Walter Elementary School. Anthony is an 
animal lover and is eager to include Hope, Stitch, Duke and Molly, his four dogs, and 
Sheldon, his tortoise, as family members.  As well as being an outstanding student, 
Anthony enjoys the outdoors and partaking in all types of associated activities.  Mostly, 
Anthony loves to fish, swim and mess around at the river.  Anthony also enjoys playing 
Mind Craft/Planets for Zombies, Call of Duty and Far Cry 4 on his PS4.  Watching Netflix 
movies is another past time passion of Anthony’s. This fine young man is fascinated with 
space and the planets.  Anthony likes learning about all the planets.  He is especially 
intrigued by Saturn and Jupiter. Anthony would one day like to become an astronaut and 
explore space. Congratulations Anthony! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Emma McClaren 
Emma is a senior at Cowanesque and the daughter of Heather and Chris McClaren of 
Knoxville.  Emma’s teacher will tell you that she works diligently in class and will ask 
questions to make sure she understands a concept.  Because of her wonderful work ethic, 
Emma consistently makes the high honor roll and is ranked among the top 5 in her class.  
She is also actively involved in a variety of activities including student council, band, 
volleyball, softball, and the Tioga County Youth Leadership Program.  She has served as 
the vice president for both the band and drama club.   Emma always participates in the 
musicals and plays, this past weekend she played the role of Winifred Banks in Mary 

Poppins.  As a member of the National Honor Society she participates in many community 
service activities.  She has been a lifeguard for the Elkland Pool for the past three 
summers.  Her future plans are to attend Pitt-Brad to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing. 
 
Cowanesque Middle School – Paisley Nudd 

The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Paisley Nudd as 
our middle school student of the month.  She is in seventh grade and is the daughter of 
Frank Nudd and Ashlee Heater.  Paisley is an outstanding student in all of her classes.  Her 
attention to detail and diligence in her academics are remarkable.  She is responsible and 
very helpful to her teachers.  In addition to being a wonderful student, Paisley is involved 
in a variety of sports and extra-curricular activities.  This year, she managed both the 
varsity girls’ tennis team and the girls’ basketball team.  She is on the junior high 
basketball and track team.  Beyond sports, she is a member of the Battle of the Books team 
and in student council.  In her free time, Paisley enjoys riding horses.    
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Haidyn Soper 
Haidyn is a fourth grade student.  She lives with her grandparents and her twin brother, 
Landyn, in Lawrenceville.   Haidyn is a wonderful and kind student.  She is quiet, a good 
listener and a conscientious worker.  Haidyn is an excellent role model for the other 
students and they would be lucky to have her for a friend.  Haidyn’s favorite subject is 
reading and her favorite special is art class. She likes to read and is currently reading 
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“Wonder”. Haidyn enjoys drawing and has created beautiful pictures for her teachers and 
friends. She has joined band this year and plays the flute.  She also likes playing soccer and 
tag.  When she grows up, she wants to be an artist. She would like people to see her as a 
“good” person and strives to be a positive influence to others. 
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Andria Wojnarek 
Andria Wojnarek is the daughter of Lori Lowe and Patrick Wojnarek of Elkland. Andria is 
a sixth grade student at Clark Wood Elementary that the teachers are extremely proud to 
recommend as our Student of the Month. She exemplifies all the RAMS positive behavior 
expectations. She always comes to school with a smile on her face prepared for another 
amazing day. She is a very hard worker that is always prepared. She actively participates in 
classroom discussions and activities. Her hobbies include drawing, golfing, gymnastics, 
and reading. She likes outdoor activities such as camping, fishing, and enjoying the 
campfire. Andria is a very busy young lady. She has been on the Battle of the Books teams 
for the past three years. Andria also has participated in STEAM camp and other art 
programs at 171 Cedar Arts Center, as well as Triple D Horse camp. She has taken part in 
the local productions with Hamilton-Gibson for Dear Edwina, Madagascar, and Willy 
Wonka. She also has participated in their summer theater camp programs. Andria is a 
member of the student council, an art helper, and is also involved in our chorus. Andria 
brightens everyone’s day. She is extremely kind and caring, always putting others before 
herself. She makes us very Clark Wood Proud. 
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Madisyn Sawyer 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Madisyn Sawyer.  
Madisyn, a 4th grade student, is the daughter of Terry and Amy Sawyer of Westfield.  
Madisyn is a cheerleader for CVYFL and plays softball for Sabinsville.  She is involved in 
drama club at WAES and will be part of the Lion King production in May.  Madisyn also 
plays the flute in the WAES band. In her free time, she enjoys playing with her friends, 
playing games with her family, and swimming.  Her teachers describe her as the type of 
student who never gives up.  “When she sets her mind to something, Madisyn will not give 
up until she has met the goal.”  She is kind to her classmates and everyone she meets.  
Madisyn always has a friendly smile on her face.  She is the type of student all teachers 
want in their class.  We are proud to have Madisyn Sawyer as our Student of the Month! 

 
1.8 Open Forum 

 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 

 
1.9 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings to approve the meeting 
minutes from the February 12, 2018 regular meeting and the February 26, 2018 work 
session. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.10 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2)  
1.11 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 



Northern Tioga School District  March 12, 2018 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve (1.10) Budget 
Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2 and (1.11) Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3 .   Roll Call 
Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.12 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.13 Information & Correspondence  
 
Plan Con Update 
The district received a letter from the PA Department of Education stating that they cannot 
accept the district’s project submission due to the limitation on new applications for 
Department of Education Approval of Public School Building Projects as outlined in 
Exhibit #16. 
 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Barnes noted that she recently attended the Mary Poppins play at the Cowanesque 
Valley High School and how exceptional the play was.  She thanked staff, parents, and the 
Deerfield Trust for their commitment and support of the students of the district. 
 
CVHS Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the CVHS Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent 
activities that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School, including the 
student council district conference, band and chorus concerts, the girls’ basketball team 
making it to states, and the Battle of the Books competition being held in April at 
Williamson High School. 
 
NaviGate 
Dr. Barnes discussed the NaviGate system, which is a virtual safety response tool that can 
be accessed by school personnel as well as emergency management services. The system 
can integrate the schools' emergency plans, floorplans, camera systems, and reunification 
process after a drill/emergency. County Commissioners have proposed funding the startup 
cost for the three school districts in the county.  School districts will then be responsible 
for the cost of $750.00 per building per year for a minimum of five years.  Dr. Barnes 
noted that Bradford County schools are also participating.   
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report, Financial Report, Cash Investment Report, Student 
Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects 
Report as outlined in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
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Wanda gave a brief update on the budget, stating that the administration has been 
diligently working on preparing a budget to bring to the board.  Currently, we are waiting 
for kindergarten registration to occur to determine the levels of staffing needed for 2018-
19. 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 
3.3 Resignations 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to  
(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14;   
(3.3) accept the resignation of Bethany Ratcliffe, elementary teacher at the Clark Wood 
Elementary School, effective at the end of the last day of the 2017/2018 contract year with 
regrets and accept the resignation of Edna D’Andrea, 5 hour per day custodian at the R.B. 
Walter Elementary/Williamson High School, effective February 27, 2018, with regrets.  
All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.4 Approval of Change Order – CVHS Pole Barn (Exhibit #17) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to approve the final 
change order for fill at the Cowanesque Valley High School pole barn in the amount of 
$1,606.00 as outlined in Exhibit #17.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 
 

3.5 First Reading of Policy (Exhibit #18) 
3.6 Second Reading and Final Adoption of Policy (Exhibit #19) 
3.7 Approval of Letter of Commitment (Exhibit #20) 
3.8 Athletic Trainer Service Agreement (Exhibit #21) 
3.9 Approval to Attend Out-of-State Conference (Exhibit #22) 
3.10 2018/2019 Yearbook Quotes (Exhibit #23) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.5) approve the first reading of proposed policy #719 – Unmanned Aircraft Systems – 
Unmanned Aircraft Vehicles – Drones as outlined in Exhibit #18; 
(3.6) approve the second reading and final adoption of proposed changes to policy #808 – 
Food Services as outlined in Exhibit #19; 
(3.7) approve the Letter of Commitment between the district and Mansfield University for 
the 2018 Summer Leadership Academy as outlined in Exhibit #20; 
(3.8) approve the Athletic Trainer Service Agreement with UPMC Susquehanna in the 
amount of:  $25,000.00 for 2018/2019; $25,000.00 for 2019/2020; and $27,000.00 for 
2020/2021 as outlined in Exhibit #21; 
(3.9) approve Ed Sayles, Rod Butler, Scott Eldridge, and Dennis Fitzwater to travel to 
Ithaca, NY on March 15, 2018 to attend the Sanico Cleaning Solutions Show at a cost of 
$76.30 to the district as outlined in Exhibit #22; 
(3.10) approve the 2018/19 yearbook quotes as follows:  Williamson Middle School, 
Josten’s, in the amount of $2,949.00 and Cowanesque Valley High School, Josten’s in the 
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amount of $57.00/book as outlined in Exhibit #23.   Roll Call Vote.  All votes were 
affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.11 Approval of 2018/2019 School Calendar (Exhibit #24) 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 
2018/19 school calendar with Labor Day, December 31, January 1, Good Friday, and 
Easter Monday as official local school district holidays per BEC 24PS15-1502 as outlined 
in Exhibit #24.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.12 Approval to Offer Position 
 3.13 Approval of CHRIS Procedures (Exhibit #25) 

3.14 Approval of Job Description (Exhibit #26) 
 
  A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Kim Strauser, to  

(3.12) approve the Superintendent and Buildings & Grounds Supervisor to offer the vacant 
custodian positon to the top ranking candidate and make the recommendation to the Board 
at the next meeting; 
(3.13) approve the Criminal History Record Information (CHRI) Proper Access, Use & 
Dissemination Procedures as outlined in Exhibit #25; 
(3.14) approve the job description for the Northern Tioga Academy Teacher as outlined in 
Exhibit #26.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

  

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Approval of MOU with Bradford-Tioga Head Start (Exhibit #27) 
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding between Bradford-Tioga Head Start and the district as 
outlined in Exhibit #27.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 4.2 Approval of Additional Course 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the 
following course:  Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry: 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry I and Algebra II. (It is recommended but 
not necessary, a successful completion of Chemistry 2). This course is a college level 
course and will be very demanding. This course is 2-semester block class. To receive 
college credit, you must pass both semesters of this course and pass the end-of-year AP 
Chemistry Exam (administered by College Board Inc off-site in early May for a fee). The 
student is responsible for the exam application and cost. The topics of study will include 
measurement, matter, atomic structure and periodicity, reactions, thermochemistry, 
intermolecular forces, kinetics, equilibria, and electrochemistry. Lab work is a key 
component of the AP Chemistry experience. NOTE: There will be mandatory summer 
work prior to the start of class and there will be some weekend work during each semester 
that students are obligated to attend and complete. During the semester the student will be 
expected to commit at least 1 hour per night to this class each night including weekends 
and holidays. A copy of the College Board approved syllabus may be requested at any 
time. 
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 4.3 Student Discipline Matter #1 – 2017/2018 
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve the agreement 
regarding student discipline matter #1 – 2017/2018.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were 
affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 4.4 Student Discipline Matter #2 – 2017/2018 
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve the agreement 
regarding student discipline matter #2 – 2017/2018.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were 
affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 4.5 NaviGate Approval 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Tony Daley, to allow the district to 
move forward with participation with Tioga County and NaviGate at a cost of $3,000.00 
per year for five years.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
4.6 Building Project Update 

  

Mike Jones of Hunt Engineering updated the Board regarding the building project and 
noted that the project is on schedule and that there may be enough financial room for the 
district to award some the proposed alternates.  Documents will go out to bidders on March 
19.  A walk through for bidders will be held on March 29.  Bid opening will take place on 
April 16.  Bids will be awarded at the April 23 Board meeting. 

 
 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Board Work Session – March 26, 2018, 6:00 PM – changed to regular meeting 
Regular Board Meeting – April 9, 2018, 7:00 PM 
Board Work Session – April 23, 2018, 6:00 PM – changed to regular meeting 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:03 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
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All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


