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R.B. Walter Elementary School 
 

Kindergarten:  Spring has sprung and we are hoppin' in kinder-
garten!  We are very excited as we begin to add and subtract num-
bers in math.  Number sentences have been exciting as we take 
turns creating our own silly stories with our newly learned symbols. 
Mastery of CVC words has led us to CVCe words. Through Secret 
Stories we have learned about the Superhero Skills the vowels have, 
saying their short and long vowel sounds. Our Wonders Unit focus-
es on how we grow and change and encourages us to be more re-
sponsible. We also learned about the way plants change and grow 
through the Mobile Ag Lab. We were able to choose a seed, lettuce 
(top) or cucumber (middle) and watch as it begins to sprout. The 
season of Spring brings about many changes and we cannot wait to 
see how much growth will occur in just a few short weeks before 
school is out! 
 
First Grade:  We have had a busy spring and it is about to get 
busier! We are looking forward to our final two field trips of the 
year! We will travel to Ives Run in May for a day of environmental 
awareness and safety and a class picnic! In June we head to Lil' 
Half Pint where we will enjoy ice cream and mini-golf to celebrate 
the end of first grade! We are crossing our fingers for nice weather!  
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Shout out to first grade families!! First grade had the most partici-
pation in the reading fair in the entire school! WOW! Thank you 
for making literacy a priority in your homes! We appreciate you! 
We will continue to work hard up through the end of the marking 
period as we finish up our reading curriculum, tackle geometry and 
fractions and plants and insects! Have a great month!  
 
Second Grade:  In Reading, our second graders at R.B. Walter 
have been working on skills like summarization, point of view and 
making predictions, along with antonyms, synonyms, homo-
phones, suffixes and other phonetic skills within our Wonders 
reading program. The stories have covered various genres from ex-
pository texts to myths.  
In math, the students did a super job learning to measure. They 
mastered this skill while selecting and using appropriate tools such 
as rulers, yardsticks, and a measuring tape. We will be finishing up 
the year with graphing and an introduction to multiplication. 
We are excited to have a visit from Tanglewood this month, where 
we will get to meet and learn about several interesting animals. 
We’ll also be visiting one of our favorite local businesses… Jones 
Kones! With the end of the year approaching quickly, the students 
have decided to liven things up a bit at R.B. Walter. We are count-
ing down the year with the ABCs! A is for stuffed Animal Day * B is 
for Bubbles Day *  C is for Chalk Day  *   D is for Dance Party………  
 
Third Grade:   How do animals adapt to challenges in their habi-
tat?  Students will be reading several stories about various animals 
and how their adaptations help them to survive in their environ-
ment.  Students will compare and contrast different animals and 
their habitats.  They will reread and using story clues to complete 
their graphic organizers.   Students will select one animal and write 
a small paragraph about what they have learned.  Then, they will 
draw an illustration of their animal, its adaptation, and the envi-
ronment in which the animal lives.   
In Math, the third graders will be working on reviewing the con-
cepts and skills we have learned this school year. We will be re-
viewing with hands-on activities like Escape Rooms, FROG games, 
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Picture Pie activities, and computerized activities to name a few. We 
will also be using our math skills as we participate in Academic Field 
Day and STEM Day this month. 
In Science, we are continuing our unit on things that change the 
Earth. Lately we have been talking about the solar system. We are 
learning about planets, stars, moons, and the sun. We watched a 
cool series on Disney Plus about the Hubble telescope. This series 
showed us actual pictures of different objects in the Milky Way. We 
also conducted research on all the planets in our solar system. Stu-
dents talked about how many moons each planet has, how long the 
days are on that planet, how long the years are on that planet, how 
big the planet is, and what the planets are made of. We will wrap 
this unit up with a trip to the planetarium at Mansfield University. 
 
Fourth Grade:  We were well prepared and rocked the PSSA tests! 
We are super proud of the effort and focus we saw! We will celebrate 
our hard work with special root-beer floats and a movie! We are 
looking forward to the busy month of May. It will be full of activities 
including STEM day, Track and Field Day, and hopefully beautiful 
weather! We will also be going on a field trip to Ives Run for “Every 
Kid in the Park”.  We will learn more about our county, wildlife and 
conserving these natural resources.  Preparing for PSSA testing gave 
us the chance to review the skills covered through the year so far. As 
we enter May, we will be delving deeper into geometry, completing 
escape rooms as review, and introducing algebraic concepts to help 
prepare students for 5th grade. In ELA, we will be working on lev-
eled activities to work on increasing individual skills. In Science, we 
will be exploring circuits and learning about electricity. In PA Histo-
ry, we will focus on our state symbols and learn more about Penn-
sylvania. We will also be going to Harrisburg to visit our State Capi-
tol! 
 

Fifth Grade:  Only a month of school left… can you believe 
it? Time flies when you’re having fun! In ELA we will be fine tuning 
skills to prepare the students for 6th grade.  The skills we are work-
ing on are inferences, parts of speech and reading comprehen-
sion.  Students will be ending the year revisiting concepts that will 



5 

 5 

prepare them for sixth grade math! In science, students are learning 
about plate boundaries. Students constructed a map of the Earth’s 
plates and learned which continents have convergent, divergent, or 
transform boundaries. Divergent boundaries create a new seafloor and 
transform boundaries can bring about earthquakes. Our next project 
will be about volcanoes. Next in social studies, students are learning 
about the two very first colonies. The first colony was founded in 
Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. Many of the people who settled in the 
New World came to escape religious persecution. The Pilgrims, found-
ers of Plymouth, Massachusetts, arrived in 1620. In both Virginia and 
Massachusetts, the colonists worked together with some assistance 
from Native Americans. In addition, 5th grade enjoyed visiting the Mo-
bile Ag Science Lab and how soybeans are so strong and can even 
sprout through plaster of paris.  Finally, 5th grade is looking forward 
to our field trips to Niagara Falls and Mansfield University.  Have a 
safe, healthy, and happy summer! 
 
Sixth Grade:  For the past 5 years, the sixth-grade students at RB Wal-
ter Elementary School have tapped, gathered, and produced our own 
maple sap and syrup right on the school grounds.� The syrup we 
make is used when we have "Flapjack Friday," a breakfast for parents 
and their sixth-grade students.� Mr. McKee, RB Walter’s art educa-
tion teacher, designed our maple syrup label for the bottles of syrup 
produced last year.� Each year students help tap, gather, and test ma-
ple sap. Students keep a log of sugar content, sap production, and 
weather conditions for each day.� Students can see the water cycle in 
action and learn ways that maple producers care for the forest as well. 
They go through the process that many large producers in our area 
use. 
Mr. Sam Heyler, a retired Agriculture teacher from Bradford, PA, 
comes in and demonstrates tapping trees each year.� His FFA Chap-
ter produced maple syrup as a fundraiser in their high school.� He 
volunteers his time to help students see this amazing process.� Last 
year, each student received their own bottle of syrup at the end of the 
season.  This year we hope that the weather will allow this process to 
continue.   
In the past, RB Walter students have visited Patterson Maple Farms of 
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Sabinsville, PA, and Sunrise Maple of Westfield, PA. Students were 
able to see many different uses of technology, and they were able 
to identify how the process has changed over the years.  Students 
have learned how important and unique this natural resource is to 
our area.  
During the spring of 2022, our school wrote a letter to inquire 
about donations to purchase a small evaporator for our sixth- 

grade class.  We started the process of making maple syrup simply 
using an electric hot plate.  Our hope was to be more efficient and 
model the actual process of large producers.  Through the generos-
ity of Patterson Maple Farms, we received a donation of the CDL 
Beginner Boiling Kit.  We invited the Pattersons to our February 
Flapjack Friday, and they presented the boiling kit to the 
class.  The students and staff at RB Walter are grateful for Patter-
son’s generosity.  Their efforts enable our students to learn about 
the Maple Industry and to experience it firsthand.  Learning does 
not get better than this!  Thank you.   

Music Education:  After two very successful spring concerts in 
grades 1-4, we are moving forward with our end-of-the-year music 
activities!  Kindergarten students are working on learning some 
songs to sing for their families at their end of the year Kindergar-
ten Celebration on May 24.  Grades 1-3 will be enjoying some Mu-
sical Four Corners to review rhythms and terms learned this year 
and will be singing and playing some of our favorite songs and 
games from this year.  Grades 4-6 have been discussing musicals 
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and are enjoying watching musicals such as Annie (updated ver-
sion), The Wizard of Oz, and Shrek the Musical.  
Art Education:  The R. B. Art Room is attempting to wrap things 
up with a final project for many grade levels. We will try to get in 
a project that looks at the work of Grant Wood (American Gothic) 
4th Grade - Roy Lichtenstein 2nd Grade - author, illustrator and 
artist Jon Klassen (I Want My Hat Back) K - Cityscapes 
1st Grade.  - Mr. McKee 
 
Physical Education:  The weather is starting to get nicer and 
opportunities for outdoor activities are becoming more frequent.  
I like to remind the students to get out and take advantage of the 
situation.  I also encourage everyone reading this to do the same. 
RB Walter students have been very active in Physical Education 
class.  Grades 3-6 have been participating in kickball/wiffleball 
activities.  Some of the activities use modified rules.  For exam-
ple, grades 5 and 6 participate in a modified game called “5 base”.  
It is designed to focus on baserunning.   The game provides a 
LOT of opportunity to run.  It incorporates some risk taking and 
decision making which peaks their interest.  Grades 3 and 4 par-
ticipate in a more traditional game so they can learn the basic 
concepts. 
Kindergarten, first, and second grades are currently working on 
manipulative skills.  They are using a bat to hit off a tee.  They are 
taught basic techniques.  The activity is simple and fun.  Shortly 
they will be participating in a few simple games including 
“Spongebob” and “Birdcatcher”. 
I want to take this opportunity to encourage everyone to make 
physical activity a daily habit.  Enjoy your summer and stay safe.  
Mr. Durst 
 
Reading:  RB Walter Family Reading Project has just been com-
pleted. It is wonderful to see the book projects displayed through-
out the hallways. And knowing they have been completed with 
the help of parents and families makes it even more wonderful! 
Family involvement is essential to every student’s success.  
 
 



8 

 8 

Here are some ways parents can help their child with reading:  
*  You could provide many opportunities to read books or other 
materials.  
*  Read aloud to your child and discuss and ask questions about 
what is being read. 
*  Make it even more fun by using different kinds of voices. 
*  Have a cozy nook . 
*  Make time for the library. 
*  Play word games, like scrabble. 
*  Follow your child’s interests, and find fiction and nonfictions 
books that correspond with them. 
*  Have a family and friends book club. 
*  Give a magazine subscription as a gift. 
Enjoy your times together reading!  
 

Cowanesque Jr./Sr. High School 
 

Cowanesque Valley’s Every Day Heroes 
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Paisley Nudd, Bryson Fuhrer, Janna Quick, and Cody Peers (Will 
Ladd not pictured) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Back row: Blake Barley & Vladislav Chuiko 
Front row: Kaycie Shenk & Natalie Grab 
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2022-2023 CV FFA officer team  
(Names left to right) Dani Neal, Ali Bieser, Paisley Nudd, Carter 
Ackley, Kole Graves, Jesse Quick, Janna Quick, and Lilly Hess.  

 

Pancake Day! The Ag students 
made and served pancakes to all 
AG students, teachers, and staff 
after our Maple season had end-
ed. Each person received a bottle 
of syrup that was made from the 
Maple trees that are found behind 
the CV High School. The Maple 
Unit consisted of identifying the 
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trees, tapping, collecting sap, building the arch for the evaporator, 
evaporating the sap down into syrup, and then bottling the syrup.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Dairy CDE team attended a Dairy 
Management Day at Hoffman's farms 
in Shinglehouse, Pa. The FFA students attended sessions on biose-
curity, calf care, animal handling, and Quality Assurance. Students 
had hands-on lessons and worked with several different farmers, 
vets, and PSU personnel.  
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Students who went through the 
Maple Unit in class, ended 
their unit with the Maple CDE 
which we did as a Chapter 
event. Students had to taste 
test different samples of pure 
maple syrup, properly identify 
maple tools and equipment, 
complete a written exam, and 
then work with a group to com-
plete a team event and create a 
new maple tool to use in the industry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Future First Responders took a trip to Wellsboro to tour the 911 
Communications Center. They learned about the ins and outs of what 
the dispatchers do on a daily basis. Afterwards they spent time at 
DCNR and had the chance to look at the engines, tools, and equip-
ment that is utilized in wildland firefighting.  
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The Dairy CDE team 
attended the Tioga 
County Dairy Judging 
Event in Liberty. Stu-
dents judged 5 classes 
of dairy cows and com-
pleted a reasons class. 
Pacings were as follows: 

 Tate Button - 1st over-
all. 
Pyper Button - 2nd 
Cassidy Andreason - 3rd 
Sara Dreibelbis - 4th 
Lily Hess - 6th 
Danielle Neal - 9th 
Joel Hultz - 12th 
Lowell Baker - 22nd 
Mason Plank - 36th 
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Madison Vandermark is running for the Potter-Tioga Maple Am-
bassador. During Potter-Tioga Maple weekend she visited multiple 
Maple Farms around the Potter-Tioga area. She will attend the 55th 
annual Maple Festival in Coudersport where she will have to give a 
presentation on the Maple Industry and they will crown the New 
Maple Ambassadors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clark Wood Elementary School 
From the Principal: 
We are very proud of all of our students and the hard work that 
they recently gave as they participated in the yearly PSSA tests. 
Our students were focused, present, and put forth a good effort. 
We are thankful to all of our staff and parents that have helped our 
children prepare for these tests. Great Job. 
There are so many things to share in May. Field Trips, student ac-
tivities, concerts and athletic activities. We are grateful to all who 
help our children and provide them with meaningful activities. 
This includes the after-school Communities that Care program led 
by Mrs. Angela Rowland and her team comprised of Mrs. Hakes, 
Mrs. Carmen, and Ms. Brunner. Thank you all for your dedication 
to our children’s wellbeing. 
Title	1	Reading:	
Camp out with a good book this summer! We can't wait for you 
to come back for SMORE reading next year!  
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HSA Scoop: 
Clark Wood HSA and The Elkland Area Community Library 
teamed up this month to provide fun activities to complete during 
'Turn Off the Screen Week' from May 1st-7th. Make sure to check 
out the events at the library. Students who participated in 'Turn 
Off the Screen Week' will be celebrating with an Ice Cream Sun-
day party! 
Mega Bubble Man will be coming June 1st to share an interactive 
show with BUBBLES! 
 
No May or June Meetings. 
July 10th is our next meeting to discuss Ram Jam! 
 
Valley Youth Initiative:   Ms. Shelby Rush 
We want to take a moment to thank Ms. Shelby Rush for her lead-
ership in our district and with our students. Ms. Rush is the Di-
rector of the Communities that Care Intervention program. Her 
leadership has provided for over 60 students to be able to receive 
additional academic, social, and emotional supports this spring. 
We thank you for being a difference-maker in our children’s lives. 
School Wide Positive Behavior Program: 
R- Respect Everyone 
A- Act Safely 
M- Make Responsible Choices 
S- Show Pride 
Upcoming	Events:	
Tuesday, May 9: 3rd Grade - Little League Museum 
Wednesday, May 10: 4th Grade Harrisburg 
Tuesday, May 16: Kindergarten – Rockwell Museum 
Tuesday, May 16: Grades 3-5 Band/Chorus Concert – 7PM 
Wednesday, May 18: 4th Grade – Ives Run 
Friday, May 19: 6th Grade Track and Field Day 
Tuesday, May 23: 6th Grade Move Up Day 
Wednesday, May 24: 6th Grade – Niagara Falls  
Classroom	News:	
Music	Notes:  May 16 Grades 3-5 Band/Chorus Concert – 7PM 
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Kindergarten:		We began the month of April with our very first 
Kindergarten field trip!  We traveled to the Clemens Center to see 
“The Pout Pout Fish.”  Afterwards, we will have lunch at Friendly’s 
Restaurant.  A second field trip is planned for May 16, when we go 
to the Rockwell Museum and Applebee’s.  A big THANK YOU goes 
out to all who helped support our Cherrydale class fundraiser.   
In math class we will continue to focus on addition and subtraction 
over the next two weeks.  We will work particularly on addition and 
subtraction fluency within 5. 
WHAT IS MATH FACT FLUENCY? 
Fact fluency is knowing a math fact with accuracy and automatici-
ty.  Rather than needing to use math strategies to figure it out, first-
grade students should be able to see an addition or subtraction 
problem within 10 and give the answer within 3 seconds.  It is rec-
ommended that Kindergarten students have math fluency within 5. 
WHY IS MATH FACT FLUENCY IMPORTANT? 
When students can fluently solve basic addition and subtraction 
problems, it frees up their muscle memory to work on tasks that re-
quire higher level thinking. 
In reading class Kindergarten is working on the last two units in 
reading.  Both units 9 and 10 will introduce the long vowel 
sounds.  Students are learning how to read and spell words with a 
long vowel sound by using the "silent e" rule.  We are also proud to 
say that we will be learning our last few sight words to make it a to-
tal of 40 sight words this year. 
 
First Grade: As the year comes to a close very soon, 1st grade has a 
lot of activities to look forward to.  We will be taking a walking trip 
to our community library to learn about opportunities at our library 
during the summertime.  We will also be going to Farmland Animal 
Park later this month.  This has always been an enjoyable trip to ex-
perience animals and the outdoors.   
Students will be showing off their hard work during this school year 
by participating in a math bee and a spelling bee.  Please study with 
your child as we prepare for these special days.   
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Information will be coming home soon about an end of the year cel-
ebration and family picnic.  We will be recognizing spelling bee and 
math bee winners and will also be giving other fun awards.  Our 
classroom published book will also be ready to "unveil".   
Please be mindful of the weather and send your child to school with 
clothing appropriate for outdoor recess. 
 
Second Grade:  Clark Wood students have been working hard to 
both, display and interpret information on a variety of graphs. We 
have been learning various three- and two-dimensional shapes. In 
ELA students are identifying the theme of differing texts using the 
author’s key details. Clark Wood students had a great time at Clyde 
Peeling’s Reptiland. Students saw many animals that were support-
ed by our Rain Forest Unit. We have a busy end of the school year 
coming up and want to thank everyone for the support. 
 
Fifth Grade:   Fifth Grade Math will wrap up our unit of study on 
Operations & Algebraic Thinking.  We will use our knowledge of co-
ordinate grids to launch into classifying two-dimensional figures, 
finding volume of rectangular prisms, converting units of measure, 
and interpreting line plots.   
Fifth Grade Social Studies will be studying the Middle Atlantic Colo-
nies.  We will look at the different cultures and religions of the peo-
ple who started colonies in Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania.  We will investigate how and why Philadelphia be-
came a prosperous port city.  And, we will learn about the many 
challenges that colonists faced as they settled on lands farther 
west.  	
	
Sixth Grade:  Sixth Grade Math will begin operations of integers, 
once PSSA testing is concluded.  They will learn how to add, sub-
tract, multiply, and divide positive and negative numbers. 

They will then move on to discovering pi.  They will learn to 
calculate the area and circumference of circle and discover where pi 
comes from.    
Sixth Grade Social Studies is currently doing a unit on Europe.  We 
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are learning about the countries, landforms, culture, and econo-
mies.  In addition, we have been discussing and learning about the 
Holocaust and how it impacted Europe and the rest of the world.  We 
will then move on to Africa. 
In 6th Grade Science, we will be finishing up our unit on rocks and 
moving to sound and light. During this unit we will be looking at how 
the characteristics of waves create sound and light. 
6th Grade ELA will be moving into Unit 7 after PSSA testing. In Unit 7 
we will be talking about how research is different from all other forms 
of writing. We will also be looking at how we can find reliable and val-
id information for our research papers. For Grammar, we will be look-
ing at prepositions, usage, capitalization, abbreviations and punction. 
In 6th Grade Science, we will be finishing up our unit on rocks and 
moving to sound and light. During this unit we will be looking at how 
the characteristics of waves create sound and light. 
 
Clark Wood Student of the Month:      Kyla Hakes 
Kindergarten:          Levi Butler 
First Grade:              Alaina Costellic               
Second Grade: Evelyn Sumerall 
Third Grade: Jazmyne Allen  
Fourth   Grade: Dallyce Beard  
Fifth Grade:  Kyla Hakes  
Sixth Grade:  Dylan Schwartz 

 
 

Williamson Jr./Sr. High School 
Art News:  Congratulations to Xandra Christley for receiving 1st place 
at the 2023 Mansfield University Art Department's Master & Grass-
hopper Art Exhibition. The exhibition featured the work of 28 stu-
dents and 18 teachers from 14 high schools in Pennsylvania and New 
York. 
Xandra's artist statement is as follows:  I have always enjoyed creating 
art because it helps pass the time and is an enjoyable, productive ac-
tivity. I enjoy working with charcoal and paint. I would say that my art 
style is quite dark and realistic. I want people to feel the emotion that 
comes from my art. I’m very into the Victorian Era, so I based “Decay 
of Beauty” on portraits of that time period. I found reference images 
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by searching Victorian Post-Mortem photographs of women. I used 
charcoal for the most part, then chalk pastels for the background. I 
hope people enjoy the details I’ve put into this, and hope to improve 
and pursue art as a career in the future. 
 
I’ve greatly benefited from my art classes with Mrs.Kies over the past 
few years of learning from her. Ranging from sculpture to painting, 
Mrs.Kies has opened my eyes to a whole world of art and creativity 
through different techniques and media. I’ve become very interested 
in creating portraits of people through realism. I am very grateful for 
having Mrs.Kies as my art teacher. She has taught me so much and 
helped me improve my abilities, and without her I probably wouldn’t 
have made it this far with my art. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Westfield Area Elementary School 

 
Kindergarten:  Here at WAES, Kindergarten cannot believe we 
have almost completed our very first year of school.  We have been 
reflecting on all that we have learned and the new friendships we 
have made.  We have become great writers through our pictures and 
detailed sentences.  We are now readers and love sharing that talent 
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with friends and family.  Number and shape recognition is now a 
breeze; and we can apply that knowledge to other areas, like add-
ing, measuring, and drawing.  We are inquisitive when it comes to 
the world around us and have developed a love of learning! 
We are very excited about our upcoming fieldtrip and Kindergar-
ten graduation.  We will soon be heading to the Rochester Strong 
Museum of Play where we will get to explore the butterfly garden 
and ride the carousel!  We have many upcoming events to look 
forward to like our Spring Concert and Books and Blooms with 
our families.  We are patiently awaiting the arrival of summer but 
will miss being together! 
 
1ST Grade 
First grade has been working very hard! In our reading units we 
are learning about the world around us and how we can work to-
gether to make things better. We are getting very good at reading 
words with lots of different sounds and spellings. We have been 
working on some different writing projects. They wrote about a 
time when they had an ouchy. They also wrote about and designed 
a dream fort. Now they are working on writing about a superpow-
er they would like to have. They have some very creative ideas! 
In math, we did a unit on money. We learned the different coins 
and their values. We also practiced counting coins. We also 
learned about measurement. We compared lengths of different 
objects and then we practiced measuring objects in our classroom 
with nonstandard units such as pennies, bears, cubes, and paper-
clips. It was fun to see how long the different objects were! We 
also used our rulers to measure objects in inches. We are now 
learning about telling time to the hour and half hour and we will 
also learn about two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes. 
In Science we are learning about plants. We learned about the life 
cycle of a plant and the different parts of a plant. We also learned 
about what plants need to grow.  We planted bean seeds to ob-
serve their growth. We are measuring them to see how they are 
growing. Some of them are getting really tall! Soon we will have 
our field trip to the Ithaca Science Center. It will be fun to explore 
the different centers. 
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We recently had our Book- It party to celebrating our reading at 
home. We were able to watch a movie and have ice cream. It was a 
fun way to celebrate reading! 
 
2nd Grade 
2nd grade at WAES ended our last reading unit with a week of 
STEM!  We read fiction and nonfiction stories about chickens in-
cluding The Little Red Hen and Chicken Little. Students also wrote 
stories with a chicken as a main character.  Then we then learned 
about the history of parachutes and how they help our military to-
day.  Using what we learned, we created parachutes and containers 
for our egg drop contest!  Students had a budget to buy supplies and 
then worked in teams to create a container with a parachute that 
would protect an egg when dropped from different distances.  The 
first drop was from the height of the teacher standing on a chair. We 
dropped the 2nd time from the 2nd floor of our school!  Our last drop 
was the most exciting!  A teacher went on the roof to drop the con-
tainers off the roof!  What a fun way to learn teamwork, grit, and 
problem-solving skills! 
 
4th Grade 
4th grade at WAES has been working hard on cause and effect, infer-
encing, and many other key reading strategies.  We are now apply-
ing all that we learned to a trade book in between our normal read-
ing activities.  What a fun way to end the school year! In math, they 
have been measuring angles with protractors.  They walked into 
class to find crazy shapes all over their desks with tape to measure. 
In social studies, the students are getting ready to start their govern-
ment unit to prepare them for the upcoming trips.  We will visit the 
Court House and 9-1-1 Call Center in Wellsboro.  Then we will be off 
to Harrisburg where we will tour the Capitol Building, go to the Lake 
Tobias Wildlife Park, and visit the Hershey Museum on May 19th.  
We will also have Farm Safety Day with the high school FFA.  They 
will be teaching us about how to be safe this summer (and always).  
If you see one of our kiddos, be sure to ask them about the fun 
we’ve had while learning! 
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5th Grade 
5th grade is finishing the year with a cross-curricular unit.  The 
students are each assigned a state.  They work with a partner to 
put together a vacation package to both states.  They must find a 
famous tourist attraction from that state and plan the vacation 
around it.  They set up a budge including transportation, lodging, 
food, admission, and miscellaneous costs to both states.  The stu-
dents will then put together a slide show highlighting their trip 
and what they would experience.  During the project, the stu-
dents will be practicing skills they learned in Budgeting, Math, 
Science, Writing, and developing USA Geography skills. 
Our field trip will be May 5th.  We will be going to the Rosamond 
Gifford Zoo, Wonderworks, and 5 Wits in Syracuse.  We can’t 
wait to visit the 275 species and habitats of the plants and ani-
mals.  We are so excited, too, for the 100 interactive, hands-on 
exhibits at Wonder Works and the teamwork that will be needed 
to solve challenges at 5 Wits.  The fun-filled day will end with 
dinner at Jimmy Buffet’s Restaurant. 

 
6th Grade 
It’s hard to believe it’s the last month of the school year! 6th grade 
is wrapping up their Trout in the Classroom project. All trout 
have grown to at least an inch long! Students will participate in a 
trout stocking day during the last week of school. We are also 
looking forward to our class field trip to Niagara Falls and the 6th 
grade field trip towards the end of this month.   
 
WAES Art 
First grade friends have been exploring SHAPE!  Sound Garden’s 
“Shape Song” reminds us of the differences between geometric 
and organic shapes.  We see geometric shapes in math; they have 
names, and often have straight lines, perfect curves, or pointy 
corners.  Organic shapes are found in nature, don’t have names, 
and are “wiggly wobbly”.  We used both to create tiger jungle col-
lages inspired by famous artis Henri Matisse and his tiger paint-
ing “Surprise!”.   We focused on how to draw a variety of shapes 
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as parts.  Now we are exploring painting shapes and trying out dif-
ferent brush techniques.  We share paint cups, using our manners 
to trade colors with classmates.  We are painting small shapes, me-
dium shapes, large shapes – all geometric!  Finally, we are using 
bingo daubers of black ink to draw funky organic shapes on top.  
Overlapping shapes has been great practice for developing motor 
skills! 
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