
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – February 12, 2018 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:02 PM.   
 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the January 22, 2018 work session for 
personnel issues. 
 
Executive Session – An executive session followed the January 22, 2018 work session for 
personnel issues. 
 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded this meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings (entered the 
meeting at 7:52 PM), Jean Kohut, Jolene Meisner, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. 
Absent:  Tony Daley, Ian McLaughlin, and Robin Fitzmartin. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris 
Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood. 

 
1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School – Kyleigh Housel 

Kyleigh, a sophomore, is the daughter of Kelly Morgan and Joseph Housel, and resides in 
Tioga.  She has made quite the impression on the faculty, in particular the business 
department who chose her as Student of the Month.  One of the teachers who nominated 
her had the following to say, “Kyleigh is an exceptionally conscientious student who says 
little, but produces a lot.  She is always present and always provides her best work for any 
assignment she is given.  Not being the most extroverted student, Kyleigh is not one to tout 
her success.  However, her work does not go unnoticed.  Never an issue, never a problem, 
always a pleasure, always prepared—this is Kyleigh.  We don’t for a moment feel she 
would ever take the stage selfishly for herself, but we know she would do what is needed 
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for others.”  Kyleigh’s primary passion is drawing, spending a lot of her free time doing so 
and dedicating her time to the art club.  After graduation, Kyleigh is thinking about 
pursuing a career in art or zoology.  Congratulations, Kyleigh.  The faculty and staff of 
Williamson High School are very proud of you. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Christopher Brown 
Chris is the godson of Misty and Anthony Brown of Millerton, PA.  He is the proud 
grandson of Randol and Terra McCullough of Georgia.  He has two sisters, Sharley and 
Cynthia Brown.  Chris wishes to acknowledge his cousins, Thomas, Dillan and Charles 
Brown who attend R.B. Walter Elementary School.  Mokkie, the family kitty, is another 
very important family member.  In speaking with Chris, it does not take long to recognize 
how significant family is to this fine young man.  He is not shy in stating he deeply enjoys 
hanging out with his family. Chris is a Williamson soccer player.  Outside of school, Chris 
enjoys riding his bike and playing video games.  Respectfully, he is a Boy Scout. Chris is 
proud to state that his teacher, Mr. Hepfer, is his Scout Leader.  Chris’s future aspirations 
are to become a State Trooper.  He enjoys helping people and believes a career as a State 
Police Officer will be exciting. 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Amber Farman 
Amber is a senior at Cowanesque and is the daughter of Chad and Deanna Farman of 
Knoxville.  Her teachers describe her as a hardworking student that balances her classwork 
with many after school activities.  She is always very polite and willing to help out.  
She gives 100 percent effort in daily assignments and can be counted on to participate in 
all classroom discussions.  Amber is a member of the National Honor Society, cross 
country and track teams.  She also participates in the drama club and band where she 
serves as the secretary and treasurer.  Most recently she played Gretel in the fall production 
of Hansel and Gretel.  She will be performing in her tenth production with the CV Drama 
Club as Michael Banks in Mary Poppins.  In the summer she can be found volunteering at 
the Knoxville Yoked Church Vacation Bible School.  
 

Cowanesque Middle School – Maverick Graves 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are happy to announce Maverick Graves 
as our middle school student of the month.  He is in seventh grade and is the son of Dale 
and Amanda Graves of Westfield.    Maverick is a pleasure to have in the classroom.  He 
can always be relied upon to answer questions and engage in classroom discussions.  He is 
kind to his classmates as well as his teachers, and he always has a smile on his face.  He is 
a hardworking and dedicated student.  Maverick is in chorus and the FFA.  He shows goats 
at the fair every year, and would like to one day be a goat farmer.  His favorite class is 
science.  He also loves to read; he is currently reading the Dragon series by Donita K. Paul.   

 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Lily Hess 
Lily is the daughter of Luke and Julie Hess of Millerton, PA. She is a fifth grade student at 
R.B. Walter and is consistently on the high honor roll. At school, she is in band, newspaper 
and chorus. Lily’s favorite subject is math. She loves and excels in this subject. Her 
outside interest from school is 4-H. In 4-H, Lily has participated in many community 
service projects. She has done Operation Christmas Child, packed bags with food for 
needy people, and sent out veteran’s cards.  Lily’s teachers describe her as a very well-
mannered, conscientious student who is very considerate to her peers and is always eager 
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to help others. She describes herself as trustworthy, hardworking and always willing to 
help out wherever she can.  Congratulations Lily, we are proud of you! 
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Anna Lee 
Anna is a very special young lady. She is the daughter of Karla and Shadd Lee of Osceola. 
As a student in Mrs. West’s 4th grade classroom she always works to be a great example 
for other students in our school. Anna likes to help others and is always willing to do extra 
chores for the teachers. She is often found in her mother’s room after school reading a 
book or working on homework.  She participates in the Addison fall soccer league, plays 
indoor soccer, and is a pitcher on the Elkland 10U softball team.  She also enjoys skiing 
and swimming. We are very proud of her.  
 
Westfield Area Elementary School – Haven Wallace 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Haven Wallace.  Haven, a 
5th grade student, is the son of Jennifer Griffin of Westfield and Da’Ron Wallace of 
Philadelphia. Haven is involved in student council and drama club.  He is also a 1st grade 
tutor.  Haven is planning to play baseball in the spring and football in the fall.  In his free 
time, Haven enjoys riding bike, sledding, and fixing things.  He enjoys reading and helping 
with his little brother.  His teachers describe him as an outstanding young man who is 
respectful, responsible and kind to all.  Haven is a hard worker who has an outgoing and 
creative personality.  He goes out of his way to encourage others to be BRAVE and make 
good choices. Haven is a true joy to be around. We are proud to have Haven Wallace as 
our WAES Student of the Month! 

 
1.6 Open Forum 

 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
 
Mr. Goodrich noted that he is thankful to be able to work with caring staff and helpful 
administration and also offered a prayer. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser to approve the meeting 
minutes from the January 8, 2018 regular meeting and the January 22, 2018 work session. 
All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) – moved to the end of the agenda 
 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve Bills as 

outlined in Exhibit #3.  Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.11 Information & Correspondence  
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Ethic Statements – As required by law, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania “Statement of 
Financial Interest” have been distributed to all Board members, administrators, and 
superintendent.  These must be completed and returned to the Board Secretary prior to the 
May 1st deadline. 
 

2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
CVHS Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the CVHS Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent 
activities that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School, including winter 
week activities, National FFA Week, 8th grade job shadowing, and student council 
activities. 
 
Recognition of Student Steven Hepfer 
Dr. Barnes and the Board recognized 10 year old Steven Hepfer for earning the rank of 1st 
Degree Junior Black Belt in accordance to the rules and regulations of the USA 
Taekwondo Martial Arts Federation on December 9, 2017. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report, Financial Report, Cash Investment Report, Student 
Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects 
Report as outlined in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
 State Budget Overview 
 
 Mrs. Erb reviewed the following information: 
 

• Act 1 Budget Timeline – Condensed – Revised to Reflect Adoption of Act 1 
Resolution 
 

May 31, 2018  – Deadline to Adopt Proposed Final Budget   

June 30, 2018  – Deadline to Adopt Final Budget 

Discussion on district proposed adoptions – Generally at our regular May and 
June meeting.  This year, there are not 30 days between the two meeting dates. 

 

• Preliminary Budget Revenue Information 

Current Value of 1 mill of RE Tax for Northern Tioga equals $468,998. 
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2010-11 Assessed Tax Base - $506,320,389 
2011-12 Assessed Tax Base - $509,589,490 
2012-13 Assessed Tax Base - $513,957,826 
2013-14 Assessed Tax Base - $517,744,215 
2014-15 Assessed Tax Base - $520,937,730 
2015-16 Assessed Tax Base - $524,329,588 
2016-17 Assessed Tax Base - $528,397,492  
2017-18 Assessed Tax Base - $530,180,947 - Budget 
2017-18 Assessed Tax Base - $533,044,327 (As of June 2017) 
2018-19 Assessed Tax Base - $534,020,217 (As of Nov. 2017) 
 
No Tax Increase  - $59,037 in new money. 
 

2018-19 Adjusted Index for Northern Tioga – 3.5% (Base Index is 2.4%). This 
equates to .6084 mills or approximately $287,405 in increased tax revenue 
based on Nov. 2017 Assessed Value. 

2016-17 Increase was 3.03% slightly less than adjusted Act 1 Index of 3.5%. 
2017-18 Increase was 1.78% less than adjusted Act 1 Index of 3.6% 

• State Budget for 2018/2019 

   Governor’s Budget : 

   Basic Ed.  – Increase of $54,446 over 17/18 Budget 

   Special Ed.  – Increase of $42,107 over 17/18 Budget 

   Voc. Ed. – Increase of $17,574 over 17/18 Budget 

   Total State Increase of $114,307 

• Federal Revenue 

No projections for 18/19 yet – Estimates for 17/18 are $101,342 less than current 
budget. 
 

• Expenditure Information 
 

Preliminary Estimate for BC/BS Increase was 10% -- estimated net increase 
$395,507. 
Projected Retirement Rate is 34.18%.  This is an increase of approximately 6% 
over 2017-18  rate of 32.23%  

       Increase of approximately $295,000 – After approximately 60% State 
Reimbursement – Net $118,135 
 
Agreement with NTEA and with the Act 93 Groups expires in June 2018.  These 
salaries alone represent approximately 35% of the budget. 

        

 Next Steps 
 

 Continue to review expenditures and revenues and update projections. 
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 Proceed with Negotiations with Professional Association. 
 Health Insurance – Final Rates February 14 
 Equipment Requests & Five Year Plans Due February 22 
 Impact Statements – Due February 22 
 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 
 

3.3 Classified Appointment  (Exhibit #16) 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by the Jolene Meisner, to appoint Dorothy 
Frey to the positon of 2.75 hour/day cafeteria aide at the R.B. Walter Elementary School at 
the rate of $11.68/hour in accordance with the contractual agreement between the Northern 
Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga Education Support Professionals effective 
February 13, 2018 as outlined in Exhibit #16.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  
The motion carried. 

  
3.5 First Reading of Policy (Exhibit #18) 
3.6 Second Reading & Final Adoption of Policies (Exhibit #19) 
3.7 Approval of I.U. #17 Budget (Exhibit #20) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 
(3.5) approve the first reading of proposed changes to policy #808 – Food Services as 
outlined in Exhibit #18; 
(3.6) approve the second reading and final adoption of proposed changes to the following 
policies as outlined in Exhibit #19:  #209.1 – Head Lice; #302 – Employment of 
Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent; #311 – Reduction of Staff; #330 – Overtime; and 
#819 – Suicide Awareness, Prevention and Response; 
(3.7) approve the 2018/2019 I.U. #17 General Operations Budget as outlined in Exhibit 
#20.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 
Greg Cummings entered the meeting at 7:52 PM. 

  
3.4 Approval of Change Order – CVHS Pole Barn (Exhibit #17) – removed from the agenda 

 
After much discussion by the Board, this item was removed from the agenda for 
consideration.  Mr. Bonham noted that he is not happy with the performance of Hunt 
Engineering regarding the pole barn.  The CVHS pole barn is a small project that should 
not have resulted in the number of change orders that have been issued.  He feels that 
mistakes were made up front or items were missed by Hunt and that the district is having 
to pay for these issues.  He would like the district to have a conversation with Hunt so that 
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this does not happen with the upcoming building project.  Change orders should be 
approved by the Board prior to the work being completed.   
 
Mrs. Erb noted that the final payment to Streeter Construction for the pole barn has not 
been made by the district yet.  She recommends talking to Hunt construction before the 
final payment is made.  She also recommends reviewing the AIA with Hunt to determine 
the process for issuing change orders. 

 
 3.8 Increase in Teacher Aide’s Hours (Exhibit #21) 
 

A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the increase 
of Melissa Hendershot’s daily hours by 45 minutes per day to assist with an individual 
student’s needs, retroactive to January 22, 2018 as outlined in Exhibit #21.  Roll Call Vote.  
All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.9 Long Term Substitute Custodian 
 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to authorize the posting 
and subsequent hiring of a long term substitute custodian for the 5 hour per day vacancy at 
R.B. Walter Elementary/Williamson High School at $10.00/hour for an employee who is 
currently on extended leave.   Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion 
carried. 

 
 3.10 Pupil Transportation Cost Index Adjustment (Exhibit #22) 
 3.11 Approval of Volunteer 
 3.12 Approval of ESA Voucher Resolution (Exhibit #23) 
 3.13 Approval of Course Selection Guide (Exhibit #24) 
 
  A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  

(3.10) approve the PDE pupil transportation cost index adjustment and the base fuel rate 
increase of 2.1% over the previous year as outlined in Exhibit #22.  This cost adjustment 
factor is utilized by the state for the transportation reimbursement formula and by the 
district for fuel adjustment allowances and athletic contract rate per mile adjustments; 
(3.11) approve the following volunteers for R.B Walter Elementary School:  Tracie 
Carleton, James Baker, Robert Jones, Paula Jones, and Colin Heilbrun; 
(3.12) approve the resolution opposing ESA Voucher Programs (SB2) as outlined in 
Exhibit #23; 
(3.13) approve the Course Selection Guide for grades 9-12 as outlined in Exhibit #24.  All 
votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

  

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Grievance #2017/2018 #2 
 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jean Kohut, to deny grievance 
#2017/2018 #2.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) 
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A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve budget transfer 
as outlined in Exhibit #2.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 
 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Board Work Session – February 26, 2018, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – March 12, 2018, 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Kim Strauser to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:06 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


