
 NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 

Minutes – Work Session 

January 22, 2018 

 

An executive session preceded the work session for the purpose of legal and personnel issues. 

The Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors met for a work session in the board room at 110 

Ellison Road, Elkland, PA.  The session was called to order by Board President Julie Preston at 6:03 

PM. 

Board members in attendance:  Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Ian McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, Julie 

Preston, and Kim Strauser.  Absent:  Tony Daley, Jean Kohut, and Robin Fitzmartin. 

Administrators Present: Diana Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris Kaufman, Jess Millard, 

Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood.  

Riparian Forest Buffers Grant 

Steve Hoover, Service Forester, DCNR Bureau and Kim Gridley, Planning Specialist presented 

information to the Board regarding a potential riparian forest buffer grant.  They noted that Pennsylvania 

has a goal of planting 95,000 acres of riparian forest buffers statewide by 2025 to improve water quality 

in waterways in the state and the Chesapeake Bay and that there are grant programs in place to assist 

with this initiative.  They discussed possible areas at the R.B. Walter Elementary/Williamson High 

School complex and the Clark Wood Elementary School.  Although the grant requires matching funds 

the district’s portion could be in the form of in-kind services such as school district staff time, equipment 

use, and student hours.  It was noted that the area at Clark Wood Elementary School involves the dike 

and it would have to be determined who has control of the dike.  Mr. Hoover noted that he will be 

meeting with officials from Elkland Borough in the near future and he could discuss this issue with 

them.  Dr. Barnes believes this would be a good opportunity for students as it could be tied in STEM 

classes as well as other curriculum.  She is only seeking approval from the Board at this time to look 

into the possibility of the district participating. 

 

Anticipated Project Schedule 

Dr. Barnes shared the following anticipated schedule for the building project with the Board: 

 

January 26: Furnish design development estimate  

February 2, 12:00pm: Meet at district office to review finishes and estimate 

February 9: Submit draft phasing schedule of the work to Owner for critical review 

February 20: Submit permit set to Code for their review 

February 20: Submit permit set for Owner internal review  

February 22: Submit AIA review comments to NTSD Solicitor for his review 

March 2, 12:00pm: Meet at district office to final review documents before going out to bid 

March 14: Documents available to bidders 

April 16: Bid Opening at district office 

April 23: Award Bids – Currently scheduled as Board work session - will need to be changed to a 

general business meeting to award bids 

April 24: Notice to Award to Contractors 



 

Mr. Bonham requested that the Board be supplied with a set of drawings that can be in a PDF format 

and emailed to them.   

Pennsylvania ESSA (Every Student Succeeds Act) Approved by Federal Government 

Dr. Barnes noted that the federal government has approved Pennsylvania’s ESSA plan.  ESSA has 

replaced No Child Left Behind as the nation’s main education law.  This will allow the state to no longer 

focus only on a student’s single test score but instead look at other factors as well to determine a 

student’s growth. 

 

Governor’s Budget 

Mrs. Erb noted that the Governor is expected to release the state budget on February 6
th

.   

 

The Board adjourned the work session at 6:42 PM.   

An executive session followed the work session for the purpose of legal and personnel issues. 

 

 

 

 

Kathy VanSchaick 

Board Secretary 


