
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – January 8, 2018 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:02 PM.   
 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, 
Ian McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. Absent:  Tony Daley 
and Robin Fitzmartin. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris 
Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood. 

 
1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School – Phoebe Brant 

Phoebe reflects the qualities of a leader and a person of character every day at Williamson 
High School.  Phoebe, a junior, is the daughter of Betty and Jamie Brant, and resides in 
Millerton.  She is being recognized for her outstanding performance in the social sciences. 
The teacher who nominated Phoebe described her as “a student with a thirst for 
knowledge, who is industrious and persistent, and is always willing to go above and 
beyond the task set forth, as she never turns in substandard work.” Phoebe’s academic 
success and leadership responsibilities are not limited to the social sciences.  She is the 
type of student who sets very high standards for herself and works tirelessly to reach those 
standards, but she is kind enough and generous enough to share her knowledge to help her 
classmates succeed in all subject areas. Phoebe even devotes her time by tutoring a student 
outside of school.  After she graduates, Phoebe is considering majoring in mathematics or 
forensic psychology.  The faculty and staff of Williamson are very proud of you. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Brandan Eiswert 
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Brandan resides in Elkland and is the son of Annette and Thomas Caldwell.  Brandan is 
also the proud grandson of Tony and Cindy Eiswert of Williamsport, PA.  Being a fine 
student and citizen are not the only areas which Brandan places his focus.  He also enjoys 
playing his clarinet in the school band.  Brandan is very committed and loves to spend time 
playing with his dog, James. He defines the time spent with his poodle-shih tzu mix as a 
joy in his life.  Brandan hopes to one day attend Penn State University.  He may choose to 
study computer science. Despite his future degree of choice, Brandan has hopes of moving 
to other locations within the U.S.; as a way of achieving diverse experiences.  He is 
interested in broadening his understanding of life within America. 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Delaney Doan 
Delaney is a junior at CV and is the daughter of John and Amy Doan of Knoxville.  
Delaney is a three sport athlete, participating in tennis, basketball, and track.  Her 
involvement does not end there as she is a member of the band, student council, FFA, ski 
club, and the Wolf Pack.  You will also see her at the Tioga County Fair showing her 
sheep.  Her teachers describe her as a student who works hard, has a positive attitude and 
asks questions for help to ensure her work is its very best.  Delaney is a wonderful student 
and person who leads by example through her involvement and commitment to academics. 
 
Cowanesque Middle School – Hannah Preston 
Hannah is the Cowanesque Valley Middle School student of the month. Hannah lives in 
Osceola with her parents Chad and Christina Preston. While at school, she is quiet, 
conscientious, and a role model for her peers. She is currently participating in chorus and 
student council but was a member of the volleyball team and is looking forward to softball 
season.  When Hannah is at home, she can be found whipping up something wonderful in 
the kitchen or quietly reading.  We are proud to have Hannah as our middle school student 
of the month.  
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Jocilyn Strange 
Jocilyn is the daughter of Lee and Jill Strange of Lawrenceville. Her sixth grade teachers 
are more than proud to present this award to her. She goes above and beyond in the 
classroom with her schoolwork and peers.  Jocilyn is kind and compassionate to all 
students and staff as well as an incredibly hard worker. One of her interests outside of 
school is gymnastics. She states, “I love gymnastics because I can flip and tumble.” She 
enjoys meeting new friends there as well as doing floor, beam, bar, trampoline and vault. 
Her favorite subject in school is math. She loves to solve problems and learn new things.  
Jocilyn’s role models in life are all chefs. They make delicious food and she wants to do 
the same. She doesn’t mind getting a little messy and loves dealing with food. Jocilyn 
hopes to go to culinary school in the future. Some of her special awards she has received 
are in gymnastics and being Miss Lawrenceville. When asked what her strongest character 
trait was she stated, “My heart because I always follow it. I always stay positive and give 
other people motivation to keep trying!” Congratulations Jocilyn, we are so proud of you 
and the role model you are to others.  
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Ruby Sherman 
Ruby is the daughter of Bill and Jessica Sherman of Elkland. Ruby is a sixth grade student 
at Clark Wood Elementary that the teachers are extremely proud to recommend as our 
Student of the Month. She exemplifies all the RAMS positive behavior expectations. She 
always comes to school with a smile on her face ready for another amazing day. She is a 
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very hard worker that is always prepared. She actively participates in classroom 
discussions and activities. Her hobbies include softball, soccer, playing the drums, and 
painting. She plays softball for the Horseheads Fury travel team and the Elkland Softball 
Association. She plays indoor soccer for teams in both Elkland and Addison. This past fall 
she played for the Steuben County Strikers Travel Soccer team. She has participated in the 
local productions with Hamilton-Gibson for both The Phantom Tollbooth and Madagascar. 
She likes outdoor activities such as swimming, riding bike, and sitting around the 
campfire. Ruby is an active member of student council. She is also involved in our chorus 
and band, representing Clark Wood at All Star Band last year. Ruby brightens everyone’s 
day. She is very kind, caring, and helpful. The teachers know they can count on her and her 
smile every day.  We are very proud of her. 
 

Westfield Area Elementary School – Jesse Quick 
Jesse is the daughter of Jeff and Judi Quick of Westfield.  She is a 5th grade, honor roll 
student.  Jesse plays basketball for the WAES girls team, plays trumpet in the band, sings 
in the chorus, and tutors 1st grade students in reading.  She also enjoys participating in 
drama club.  Outside of school, Jesse participates in 4-H, plays softball for Sabinsville, and 
is an acolyte at her church.  She is also very active in showing her sheep and pigs.  In her 
free time, Jesse enjoys drawing, books, Legos, baking, and playing with puppies.  She is 
also a BIG Penn State fan!  Jesse has several “favorite subjects”...math, science, music, art, 
and gym!  Her teachers describe her as a responsible and reliable student who has been that 
way since her very first day in kindergarten! Her smile is welcoming and she shares 
kindness with all.  Jesse is a hard worker, dedicated to doing her best and working to make 
our school a great place for everyone.  We are proud to have Jesse Quick as our WAES 
Student of the Month! 

 
1.6 Open Forum 

 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jean Kohut to approve the meeting 
minutes from the November 28, 2017 special meeting and the December 7, 2017 regular 
meeting. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve (1.8) Budget 

Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2 and (1.9) Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3.  Roll Call 
Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.11 Attendance Area Exceptions 
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1.12 Information & Correspondence  
 
2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
CVHS Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the CVHS Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent 
activities that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School, including the talent 
show, the upcoming Mary Poppins play in March, secret Santa, and winter concerts. 
 
School Board Recognition Month 
January is School Board Recognition Month – Dr. Barnes read a proclamation from PSBA 
and thanked Board members for their time and dedication to the school district.   
 
Recognition of Business Manager, Wanda Erb 
Dr. Barnes and the Board recognized Business Manager, Wanda Erb for her recent 
achievement of Certified Administrator of School Finance and Operations Certification by 
the Association for School Business Officials International (ASBO). 
 
Title I Distinguished Schools for 2017/2018 
Dr. Barnes noted that Clark Wood Elementary School and Westfield Area Elementary 
School have been selected by the Pennsylvania Department of Education as a Title I 
Distinguished School for the 2017/2018 school year.   
 
EMT Program 
Dr. Barnes noted that she has met with Tom Shaw regarding the proposed EMT program.  
She has proposed Williamson High School as the site for the program.  She will oversee 
the program and serve on the advisory committee.  They hope to start the program in April 
or May 2018.  If the program is a success, the district may look at adding it to the 
curriculum in the future. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the Payroll Rate 
Changes (none), Capital Reserve Report (November), Financial Report (November), Cash 
Investment Report (November ), Student Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, 
Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects Report (October Revised, November & 
December) as outlined in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
 Mrs. Erb wanted to note for the record that Lawrence Township and Elkland Borough’s 

appointed building code official for permitting and inspections of building projects in the 
municipalities is Erb Inspections, Inc., which she is listed as a shareholder and an officer. 
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3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to  
(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 
 

3.3 Managed Print Services  (Exhibit #16) 
3.4 E-Rate Services (Exhibit #17) 
3.5 Approval of Student Activity Account (Exhibit #18) 

 
A motion was made by Ian McLaughlin, seconded by the Ed Bonham, to  
(3.3) renew the Managed Print Services contract with Topp Business Solutions for 36 
months at $1,612.00/month as outlined in Exhibit #16.  This includes all toner, 
maintenance kits, monitoring software, Help Desk support, and shipping charges for the 
term of the agreement; 
(3.4) contract with CSIU for E-Rate services for funding year 2018-2019 at a rate of 
$5,300.00 as outlined in Exhibit #17; 
(3.5) approve the establishment of the Cowanesque Valley High School Battle of the 
Books Student Activity Account as outlined in Exhibit #18.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

3.6 Establishment of Scholarship Savings Account  
3.7 Principal’s Special Request 
3.8 First Reading of Policies (Exhibit #19) 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser, to 
(3.6) authorize the Business Manager to establish a savings account at Northwest Savings 
Bank for the Frank Farwell Scholarship with approved signatories of the Superintendent, 
the Principal, and the Business Manager, of which two signatories are required; 
(3.7) approve Mr. Kaufman, principal of the Williamson High School, to use $1,300.00 of 
his principal’s special request account to pay for the registration of Williamson’s Hugh 
O’Brian Youth Leadership representative (Mr. Kaufman noted this will also be used to 
fund Warrior pride incentives); 
(3.8) approve the first reading of proposed changes to the following policies as outlined in 
Exhibit #19:  #209.1 – Head Lice; #302 – Employment of Superintendent/Assistant 
Superintendent; #311 – Reduction of Staff; #330 – Overtime; and #819 – Suicide 
Awareness, Prevention and Response.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 

  
 3.9 Request for Cooperative Sponsorship of a Sport (Exhibit #20) 
 
  A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 

(3.8) approve a cooperative sponsorship of junior high baseball between Cowanesque 
Valley High School and Northern Potter Junior-Senior High School beginning with the 
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2017/2018 school year as outlined in Exhibit #20.  The motion carried with Jean Kohut 
casting a negative vote. 

  

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 County Land Development Permit Fees (Exhibit #21) 
 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to retroactively 
approve the list of checks as outlined in Exhibit #21 associated with county land 
development permit fees.  These checks needed to be issued by January 5, 2018 in order to 
get projects scheduled for county agency reviews.  These reviews take approximately 3 
months to complete and are required to get our projects out to bid in March. Roll Call 
Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
4.2 Approval of Additional Course 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve following 
course:  Robotics 2: 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Robotics 1.  This course will focus on providing 
the skills necessary to build robots from universal components.  Rather than being based 
around one system, the robots will be designed and constructed from generic electronic 
components that are integrated through programming, 3-D printed parts, and fabricated 
pieces.  Topics examined will include Arduino programming, multicopter design and 
construction, and battlebot design and construction.  Mathematics and Physics concepts 
will be reinforced.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
4.3 Walter Chevrolet Property Purchase 

 
Dr. Barnes noted that the purchase of school district property by Walter Chevrolet is nearly 
completed. 
 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Board Work Session – January 22, 2018, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – February 12, 2018, 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 7:46 PM. 
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Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


