
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – December 7, 2017 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:02 PM.   
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Ed Bonham, Tony Daley, Greg Cummings, 
Robin Fitzmartin, Jean Kohut, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. Absent: Ian McLaughlin 
and Jolene Meisner. 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris 
Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano., and Amy Wood. 
 

1.5 Election of Temporary President 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Robin Fitzmartin, to nominate Kim 
Strauser as Temporary President.  Nominations were closed and Kim Strauser assumed the 
role of president. 

 
1.6 Election of President and Vice President 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to nominate Julie 
Preston as President.  The nominations were closed.  All votes were affirmative to elect 
Julie Preston as President.  Kim Strauser relinquished the presidency seat and Julie Preston 
assumed the President’s chair. 

 
 Vice President 
 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Ed Bonham, to nominate Kim Strauser as 

Vice President.  The nominations were closed.  All votes were affirmative to elect Kim 
Strauser as Vice President. 

 
1.7 Robin Fitzmartin was appointed as the district PSBA Liaison. 

 
1.8 Dr. Barnes remained as the district Employee Relations Contact. 
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1.9 Jolene Meisner remained as the Board member sick bank representative for the Sick Bank 
Committee. 

 
1.10 Julie Preston remained the IU Board Representative. 

 
 1.11  Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 
 
  Student of the Month 
 

Williamson High School – Caleb Coots 
Caleb, a freshman, is the son of Amy and Dana Coots of Tioga.  He is being recognized for 
his outstanding performance in the industrial arts.  The teachers who nominated Caleb 
stated that he “has a positive attitude in class and is willing to work and rework projects 
until they are finished correctly.  His attention to detail and the quality of his work is first 
rate.  Caleb is helpful, polite, and respectful.  It is enjoyable to have a student who exhibits 
great qualities on a daily basis.  Caleb is a great student and fine young man.”  Outside of 
school, Caleb dedicates his time as an active member of 4-H, the ski club, and plays on the 
soccer team.  After graduation Caleb plans on obtaining a degree in construction or another 
trade at the Pennsylvania College of Technology. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Robert Austin 
Williamson Middle School would like to honor Robert “Bob” Austin III as the December 
Student of the Month.  Bob resides in Millerton and is the son of Robert Austin II and 
Valene Austin.  Bob has two younger brothers, Hunter and Coltin, and a little sister, 
McKenzie.  He also has two dogs and a cat.  As well as being an outstanding student, Bob 
enjoys building things from wood and metal.  Legos are another favorite medium which 
allows Bob to create and build. This fine young man also enjoys the outdoors and is an 
avid hunter and fisherman.  Bob loves to run.  Fittingly, he is a member of the Williamson 
track team.  Bob’s future prospects focus on a career in diesel mechanics and/or welding.  
Williamson Middle School is proud to honor Bob Austin as the December Student of the 
Month. 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Chris Harris 
Chris is a tenth grader at Cowanesque Valley.  He is son of Dorothy and Michael Harris of 
Westfield.   Chris is described as a positive, happy student. He gives one hundred percent 
all the time.  He seems to always be smiling and even when the going gets tough.  He 
always shows GRIT and works hard to accomplish his work.  He was a participant in the 
Summer Leadership Academy and participates in Cross Country, Track, Chorus, and Band.  
Chris is planning on joining the military after graduation. 
 
Cowanesque Middle School – Hannah Butkiewicz 

The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Hannah 
Butkiewicz as our middle school student of the month.  She is in eighth grade and is the 
daughter of Amy Butkiewicz of Westfield.  Hannah is well rounded student.  In the 
classroom, she is hard working and very conscientious about her work.  She is engaged in 
learning and is kind to her peers.  Outside of the classroom, Hannah plays softball, 
volleyball, and basketball.  She is also in chorus and a member of the National Junior 
Honor Society.  This year she plans to join the Battle of the Books team.  When she is not 
busy with schoolwork and extracurricular activities, Hannah enjoys watching movies. 
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R.B. Walter Elementary School – Sydney Dean 
Sydney is a fourth grade student and the daughter of Shane and Kara Dean of Tioga.  She 
is a wonderful and kind student.  Sydney is always upbeat and comes in with a smile every 
day.  She works hard and goes out of her way to help others.  She is an excellent role 
model for the other students.  Sydney is a good listener and strives for excellence.  She is 
willing to put in the extra time and to go the extra mile. Her sweet nature and sense of 
humor makes her fun to be around, not only for her peers but also for her teachers. 
Sydney’s favorite subjects are math and reading and her favorite special is gym class.  She 
has many friends and is actively involved in extracurricular activities. Sydney loves 
softball and plays all year.  She also enjoys soccer and swimming.  Sydney has joined band 
this year and plays the clarinet. She has an older sister and younger brother and enjoys 
family game night.  Sydney would like to become an inventor in the future.  
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Louella Povadora 
Louella is a 4th grade student in Mrs. West’s homeroom. She is the daughter of Mrs. Estela 
and Mr. Daryl Harris of Lawrenceville. Louella, by far, exceeds the expectations needed to 
be met in order for a student to receive the honor of Student of the Month. "Lou", as her 
friends have nicknamed her, always completes all of her work for her classes and puts forth 
her best effort; she has the drive to succeed. She can often be found with a book in her 
hand, a pencil and journal in hand, or a pencil and sketchbook. She is well-rounded and 
possesses many talents. Louella maintains excellent peer relationships and is always 
guaranteed to include all of her classmates and make them feel welcomed. She knows how 
to maintain excellent student-teacher relationships, whether the discussion is based around 
school, her pastimes, or her cracking a silly joke she is often found laughing with her 
teachers. Louella is very deserving of this honor. 
 

Westfield Area Elementary School – Graham Hess 
The Westfield Area Elementary School Student of the Month is Graham Hess.  Graham is 
the son of Tuck and Vanessa Hess of Middlebury Center.  He is a 5th grade, honor roll 
student.  He plays football for the CVYFL and baseball for Knoxville.  He also runs the 
PBIS reward cart on Fridays. Graham’s interests include working on the family farm, 
hunting, fishing, and playing outside. He also enjoys various side businesses with his 
siblings, like making goat’s milk soap to sell and selling gourds.  His favorite class is math 
and his favorite sport is football.  Graham’s teachers describe him as a quiet leader who 
always strives to do his best.  He is always respectful, responsible, and helpful to others.  
He sets a positive example for his peers and tackles all tasks with a positive attitude.  
Graham is an impressive young man that is most deserving of this honor.  WAES is proud 
to have Graham Hess as our December Student of the Month! 

 
Tenure and Professional Contract     
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve Andrea 
Scott, mathematics teacher at the Williamson High School, be granted tenure and issued a 
professional contract.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

  
1.12 Open Forum 

 
No one wished to address the Board at this time. 
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1.13 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Kim Strauser to approve the monthly 
meeting minutes from the regular November 13, 2017 meeting.  All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.14 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) - None 
 
1.15 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve (1.15) Bills as 

outlined in Exhibit #3.  Roll Call Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.16 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.17 Information & Correspondence 
 
2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
Local Audit – Exhibit #16 
Kim Stank and Allison Burke, local auditors gave the Board an overview of the local audit 
report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 and answered Board questions. 
A motion was made by Robin Fitzmartin, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve the local 
audit report for July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 as outlined in Exhibit #16.  Roll Call Vote.  
All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried.  It was noted that there were no audit 
findings and that the district has a healthy fund balance.  Both the auditors and Dr. Barnes 
commended Mrs. Erb and her staff for a job well done. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12, #15) 
       

 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes (none), Capital Reserve Report (none), Financial Report (none), Cash 
Investment Report (none), Student Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, 
Transportation Changes, and Capital Projects Report (none) as outlined in the exhibits. All 
votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2017/2018 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to  



Northern Tioga School District  December 7, 2017 

(3.1) approve 2017/2018 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  The motion carried with Julie Preston 
abstaining for personal reasons. 
 

3.3 Resignation 
 
A motion was made by Robin Fitzmartin, seconded by Greg Cummings, to accept the 
resignation of Wanda Erb, from her position of Business Manager effective June 30, 2018, 
with regrets.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried.   
 

 3.4 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #17) 
 

A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by the Ed Bonham, to appoint Bree 
Vargeson to the position of 7.0 hour/day library aide at the Westfield Area Elementary 
School at the rate of $12.48/hour effective January 11, 2018, in accordance with the 
contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga 
Education Support Professionals as outlined in Exhibit #17.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

 3.5 2018/2019 Budget Resolution (Exhibit #18) 
 3.6 Second Reading & Final Adoption of Policies (Exhibits #19, #20, #21, and #22) 
 
  A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Kim Strauser, to 

(3.5) approve the resolution certifying that the 2018/2019 tax rate will be increased at a 
rate at or below the adjusted Act 1 Index for our district of 3.5% which equates to a 
maximum increase of .6048 mills as outlined in Exhibit #18; 
(3.6) approve the second reading and final adoption of proposed changes to the following 
policies: #103 – Nondiscrimination in School and Classroom Practices; #103.1 – 
Nondiscrimination – Qualified Students with Disabilities; #104 – Nondiscrimination in 
Employment Practices and #150 – Comparability of Services as outlined in Exhibits #19, 
#20, #21, and #22.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.7 Principal’s Special Requests 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve Mr. 
Millard, principal of the Clark Wood Elementary School, to use $400.00 of his principal’s 
special request account to pay for students to ice skate in Corning as part of the accelerated 
reading program and approve Mr. Sottolano, principal of the Cowanesque Valley High 
School, to use $1,500.00 of his principal’s special request account to send a student to the 
HOBY Conference and support CV Pride rewards and activities.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.8 Appointment of Tioga TCC Delegates (Exhibit #23) 

3.9 Approval of Perkins/Vocational Minutes (Exhibit #24) 
 

A motion was made by Ed Bonham, seconded by Robin Fitzmartin, to  
(3.8) approve the Tioga TCC Voting Delegate Appointment Resolution appointing Wanda 
Erb as the primary voting delegate with Diana Barnes and Kathy VanSchaick as the first 
and second alternates as outlined in Exhibit #23; 
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(3.9) approve the November 16, 2017 minutes from the Vocational/Occupational Advisory 
Committee, Perkins Advisory Committee – Agricultural Local Advisory Committee, 
Perkins Advisory Committee – Agricultural General Local Advisory Committee, and 
Perkins Advisory Committee – Agricultural Mechanics Local Advisory Committee as 
outlined in Exhibit #24.    The minutes provide documentation that annual meetings of the 
local advisory committee (LAC) provide advice to the board and the administration 
concerning the program of the school, including its general philosophy, academic and 
other standards, strategic plans, course offerings, support services, safety requirements, and 
the skill needs of employers. All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.12 Professional Staff Negotiations Committee    

 
Board President Julie Preston noted that herself and Board members Robin Fitzmartin, 
Greg Cummings, and Kim Strauser, will serve on the Board Professional Staff 
Negotiations Committee.   

 
4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Unemployment Compensation Counsel 
 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve Interstate 
Tax Service, Inc., Mechanicsburg, PA to as act as the lawful attorney-in-fact with full 
power and authority to act on the district’s behalf with the Office of UC Benefits Policy 
and Office of US Service Centers, and their successor agency or agencies within the 
Department of Labor & Industry (DOL), in any matter related to UC benefits.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Regular Board Meeting – January 8, 2018, 7:00 PM 
Board Work Session – January 22, 2018, 6:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 

 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Robin Fitzmartin to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 7:44 PM. 
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Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


