
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – January 9, 2017 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:04 PM.   
 

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Tony Daley, Greg Cummings, Jean Kohut, 
Jolene Meisner, Julie Preston, and Kim Strauser. Absent:  Ed Bonham, Robin Fitzmartin, 
and Ian McLaughlin 
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris 
Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood. 

 
1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 

 
  Student of the Month 
 
  Williamson High School – Sierra Earle 

Sierra reflects the qualities of a leader and a person of character every day at Williamson 
High School.  Sierra, a junior, is the daughter of Lisa Powers and Glenn Earle, and resides 
in Elkland.  She is being recognized for her outstanding performance in the social sciences. 
The teacher who nominated Sierra described her as “a student with a thirst for knowledge, 
is industrious and persistent, and always has a smile on her face.” Sierra’s academic 
success and leadership responsibilities are not limited to the social sciences.  She is the 
type of student who sets very high standards for herself and works tirelessly to reach those 
standards, but she is kind enough and generous enough to share her knowledge to help her 
classmates succeed. Sierra does not only put hard work into her academics, but also on the 
playing field.  Sierra is a three sport athlete, competing in soccer, track, and softball.  She 
also dedicates her time to student council and being president of the ski club.  After she 
graduates, Sierra plans on pursuing a degree in Marine Biology and the Animal Sciences.  
The faculty and staff of Williamson are very proud of you, Sierra. 
 
Williamson Middle School – Michael Lewis 

Michael, a 7th grader, is the son of Diana and Benjie McCullough from Lawrenceville. 
Michael participates in the middle school band and chorus, middle school book club, and 
Williamson  
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Environmental Services Organization (WESO). He also is on honor roll. Michael 
participates in cross country, basketball, and track at Williamson. After school, he is a 
member of the Lawrenceville Boy Scouts. Michael also participated in Camp Cadet and 
was named Male Honor Cadet and will represent Alpha Company in a state-wide 
conference located in Harrisburg. He is described by those who know him as fun, athletic, 
helpful, and a quick learner. Michael’s future plans are to join the Marine Corps. 
Congratulations, Michael, on this wonderful accomplishment! 
 
Cowanesque Valley High School – Joshua Whalen 
Josh is a freshman at CVHS and is the son of Eric and Michelle Whalen of Knoxville.  
Josh works very diligently to complete all his assignments.  He earns very high marks and 
asks excellent questions for both clarifications as well as to deepen his understanding of 
the topic at hand.  Josh also displays a unique intellectual curiosity and quite simply "just 
wants to know stuff."   The teacher that nominated him says “he is a very affable young 
man and never fails to brighten my day with his occasional yet always appropriate and 
lighthearted shenanigans.”   He works well with his classmates and contributes to the 
learning environment.  He is also a member of the golf and track teams and actively 
participates in other extracurricular activities as well.  Outside of school Josh volunteers at 
his church.  

Cowanesque Middle School – Camden Tibbits 
The Cowanesque Valley Middle School teachers are pleased to announce Camden Tibbits 
as our middle school student of the month.  He is in seventh grade and is the son of Chris 
and Jen Tibbits of Knoxville.  Camden is very well-mannered and respectful of his 
teachers and peers.  He is a diligent and reliable student in all of his classes.  In addition, 
he is a well-rounded student; he plays football, basketball, and baseball.  He is also a 
member of the student council.   
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Wyatt Widger 
Wyatt is a sixth grade student and is the son of James Widger of Lawrenceville.  He has 
persevered academically and is now close to making honor roll this marking period, a goal 
we are sure he will achieve. Wyatt loves riding four wheeler, playing PS3, working on 
cars, hanging out with family and going to Monster Jam when not in school. His favorite 
subject in school is all of them because as he states, “I love all the activities we do.” He 
enjoys the special classes as well and being with his friends.  Wyatt has many role models 
in life that he looks up to including his mom, dad, aunt, uncle, sisters and brothers because 
they have taught him how to enjoy and have fun in life. When he grows up, he wants to be 
a police officer to help serve his country. Wyatt was inspired to do this by Tim Cahill Jr. 
He believes his strongest character trait is his ability to stand up for himself. The sixth 
grade teachers are beyond proud of Wyatt for the person he is and the role model he has 
become in the past year.  
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Trenton Hackett 
Trenton is the son of Eric and Carrie Hackett of Nelson. Trenton is a sixth grade student at 
Clark Wood Elementary that the teachers are extremely proud to recommend as our 
Student of the Month. He exemplifies all the RAMS positive behavior expectations. He 
comes to school with a smile on his face prepared for another amazing day. He is a very 
hard worker that is always prepared and strives to do his best. He actively participates in 
classroom discussions and activities. Trenton is a member of the student council for the 
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past two years. He has many hobbies. He loves sports such as baseball. He plays baseball 
with the Junior Pioneers from Elmira and the Knuckleheads from Galeton. He also likes 
skiing, hiking, riding four-wheelers, and outdoor activities such as camping and hunting. 
He truly enjoys the outdoors. Another favorite pastime for Trenton is reading. He can 
usually be seen with a book in his hands. He has been on the Battle of the Books teams for 
the past three years; this year he will be the team captain. Trenton brightens everyone’s 
day. We are very proud of him and pleased to call him our Clark Wood Student of the 
Month. 
 

Westfield Area Elementary School –McKenna Cary 
McKenna is the daughter of Samantha and Trevor Cary of Knoxville.  She is a 5th grade, 
honor roll student whose favorite subject is math.  McKenna participates in drama club, 
chorus and student council at Westfield Elementary.  She is an art helper and has 
volunteered to read to younger students, organize the coloring contests for the holidays, 
and manage the school store cart.  McKenna was a member of Girls Scouts for 5 years.   
Outside of school, McKenna is a cheerleader for the CVYFL and she plays softball for the 
Knoxville Tigers.  In her free time, McKenna enjoys spending time with family and 
friends, doing crafts, listening to music, singing and dancing.  McKenna’s teachers 
describe her as a very hard worker who listens well and always strives to do her best.  She 
is a model student that is always willing to help others. McKenna is mature, responsible, 
and has great thinking skills.  WAES is proud to have McKenna Cary as our Student of the 
Month! 

 
1.6 Open Forum 

 
Bob Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
 
Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
 
Dan Bower, Tioga, PA 
 
Mr. Bower expressed his concern regarding the recent Hunt Building Survey and possible 
spending in the future.  He noted he is not against the district borrowing what is needed but 
he is unsure of district revenues and how long they will last in the future.  He encouraged 
the Board to look at ways to cut spending while maintaining staff and programs. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings to approve the meeting 
minutes from the November 29, 2016 work session, December 8, 2016 regular meeting, 
December 12 and 19, 2016 buildings and grounds committee meetings. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Greg Cummings, to approve (1.8) Budget 

Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2 and (1.9) Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3.  Roll Call 
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Vote. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 
 

1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 
 

1.11 Attendance Area Exceptions 
 

1.12 Information & Correspondence  
 
2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Paige Stilts, the Student School Board Representative gave an update of recent activities 
that have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School, including the spring musical, 
PSAT results, health and career fair, winter week theme, and the PA Farm Show. 
 
School Board Recognition Month 
January is School Board Recognition Month – Dr. Barnes read a proclamation from PSBA 
and thanked Board members for their time and dedication to the school district.   
 
Comprehensive Plan & Act 48 
Dr. Barnes noted that the Department of Education recently revised the due date for the 
district’s comprehensive plan to December 30, 2017.  The district submitted the plan by 
the original due date of November 30, 2016.  This change in date will cause the district to 
have to reopen the plan for revisions.   
 
She also noted that the Department of Education has extended the current Act 48 five year 
period by one year. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12) 
       

 A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve the Payroll 
Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report, Financial Report, Cash Investment Report, Student 
Activity Report, Cafeteria Bills & Report, and Transportation Changes as outlined in the 
exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2016/2017 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Kim Strauser, to  
(3.1) approve 2016/2017 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
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(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14.  All votes were affirmative.  The 
motion carried. 
 

 3.3 Approval of 2017/2018 Budget Projects (Exhibit #15) 
 

A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by the Jolene Meisner, to approve 
2017/2018 Budget Projects as outlined in Exhibit #15.  These items will be funded through 
Capital Reserve. 
Mrs. Kohut requested it noted in the records that she is not in favor of spending 
$300,000.00 to build new tennis courts at Cowanesque Valley High School as listed in the 
exhibit.  She would like to see this item removed from the list and taken back to the Board 
buildings and grounds committee to look at for possible grant funding and possibly placed 
in the 2018/2019 projects. 
The Board discussed the tennis courts in detail.  It was noted by Wanda Erb that bids for 
the tennis court project will be brought to the Board for approval and that the Board may 
choose to accept or reject the bids. 
Roll Call Vote.  The motion carried with Jean Kohut casting a negative vote. 
 

3.4 Approval of E-Rate participation (Exhibit #16) 
 3.5 Approval to Purchase Switches 
 3.6 Approval of Resolution (Exhibit #17) 
 

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.4) approve the district’s participation in the IU#17 E-Rate Category 2 Consortium for 
the procurement eligible Category 2 technology equipment and/or services as outlined in 
Exhibit #16; 
(3.5) approve the use of approximately $4,000.00 from the technology reserve to replace 
two switches; 
(3.6) approve the resolution resolving that the Business Manager, Wanda M. Erb and the 
Board Secretary, Kathy S. VanSchaick are authorized to sign financial documents on 
behalf of the Northern Tioga School District as outlined in Exhibit #17.  Roll Call Vote.  
All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.7 Sabbatical Leave Request 
  

A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jean Kohut, to approve Karen 
Vayansky, English teacher at the Cowanesque Valley High School, to extend her 
sabbatical leave request for the restoration of health for the remainder 2016/2017 school 
year.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
 3.8 Release Time Class Approval 
 3.9 Approval of Additional Courses 
 
  A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 

(3.8) approve  the Child Evangelism Fellowship of Tioga County, Inc., to conduct the 
released-time class program beginning January 25, 2017 - April 9, 2017 from 11:30 am – 
12:30 pm for students at the Clark Wood Elementary School at the Wesleyan Chapel. They 
also request permission to place flyers regarding the program at the school.  Parents will be 
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required to sign a permission slip for their children to attend.  Transportation will be 
provided; 
(3.9) approve of the following additional courses which will not require a textbook for 
students or additional personnel.  They are intended to be engaging electives in their 
respective areas. 
African American Studies: 
African American Studies is a course that is designed for students to understand the 
African American experience and how it influenced the landscape of American culture. 
Students will analyze the historical impact of African Americans from the Civil War to 
present-day America. With this course, students will take an in-depth approach to uncover 
the African American journey to equality and how it still continues today. 
 
Zoology:   
Zoology is the course that will survey some of the major phyla of the Kingdom Animalia. 
Zoologists research everything they think to ask about animals, including their anatomy, 
interrelationships, their distribution and habitats. Students will have an opportunity to 
interact with hands-on labs related to each phylum discussed in the class.  
 
Astronomy: 
Astronomy is designed for the student who is interested in space exploration; planetary 
characteristics, mythology, and stars.  It is the intent of the course to discuss and discover 
basic astronomical concepts and discover how they relate to the world around us and to 
potential jobs in the field of astronomy.   Some of the units that will be taught are, 
Astronomy as a Science, Astronomical History, Planetary Formation, Stars and the 
potential for life beyond.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

  

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Water Co-Op with Lawrence Township 
 

Greg Cummings noted that the Lawrence Township Municipal Authority has been 
supplying electric to the maintenance pole barn and the concession stand at the Williamson 
High School and there has been no charge to the district for this service.  Students utilize 
the restrooms and drinking fountain located there during soccer games. Lawrence 
Township Municipal Authority would like to hook their sewer plant on to the school 
district’s water supply.  They will use district water for their sewer plant and this in turn 
will help the district maintain chlorine residual levels at the restrooms and the drinking 
fountain located there.  The recommendation is to allow the township to hook onto the 
district’s water supply in exchange for the use of their electric service.  The Board would 
like to have the Municipal Authority drawn up and agreement specifying the details for 
their review.     
 

4.2 Gas Lease Funds 
 

The district received approximately $200,000.00 in gas leases which were deposited in the 
Capital Reserve account.  The Board discussed splitting the funds evenly between the 
schools.  Any projects completed with this funding will need to meet the criteria for capital 
project funds.  Principals were asked to bring suggestions back to the Board. 
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4.3 Appointment of Long Term Substitute 
 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Kim Strauser, to approve the appointment 
of Sayward Mack to the position of Long Term Substitute English teacher for the second 
semester of the 2016/2017 school year, currently assigned at the Cowanesque Valley High 
School, Step 1, Bachelor’s Degree + 30 credits in accordance with the contractual 
agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga Education 
Association.  (She was appointed for the 1st semester and has been in this position since the 
beginning of the school year.)  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion 
carried. 

 
4.4 Resignation 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Kim Strauser, to accept the 
resignation of Ryan Liscinski from his position of biology teacher at the Williamson High 
School effective January 9, 2017.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Board Work Session – January 23, 2017, 6:00 PM 
Regular Board Meeting – February 13, 2017, 7:00 PM 
 

5.2 Committee Meetings 
 
Buildings & Grounds Committee Meeting – January 25 and February 7, 2017, 6:00 PM 

 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Kim Strauser to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:07 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


