
NORTHERN TIOGA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
110 Ellison Road 

Elkland, PA  16920 
 

Minutes – October 10, 2016 
 

1.0 OPERATIONS 

 
1.1 Call to Order 

 
The regular monthly meeting of the Northern Tioga School District Board of Directors was 
called to order by President, Julie Preston at 7:00 PM.   
 
Executive Session – An executive session preceded the meeting for the purpose of legal 
and personnel issues. 
   

1.2 Moment of Silence 
A moment of silence was led by Julie Preston. 
 

1.3 Pledge of Allegiance 
Julie Preston led those present in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 

1.4 Board Attendance:  Board members present: Ed Bonham, Greg Cummings, Tony Daley, 
Robin Fitzmartin, Jean Kohut, Ian McLaughlin, Jolene Meisner, Julie Preston, and Kim 
Strauser.  
 
Administrators Present: Superintendent Barnes, Amy Coots, Wanda Erb, Dan Fie, Kris 
Kaufman, Jess Millard, Cheryl Sottolano, Matt Sottolano, and Amy Wood.  
 

1.5 Student/Staff Recognitions & Presentations 
 
 Student of the Month 
 

Williamson High School – Nicholas Hultz 
Nicholas, a junior, is the son of Daryl and Denise Hultz of Millerton.  He is being 
recognized for his performance and positive attitude in mathematics.  The teacher who 
nominated Nick described him as “an all-around nice student with a positive attitude that 
makes him a joy to be around” and has noticed his willingness to assist others when they 
are in need in the classroom. Nick dedicates much of his time participating in band, the 
writing club, and game club.  After graduation, Nick plans on pursuing a degree in 
computer programming or software engineering.   
 

Williamson Middle School – Madisen Cody  
Madisen lives with her mom Melissa, and dad Michael. Madisen and her family reside in 
Tioga. She is an 8th grade student at Williamson Middle School. Madisen participates in 
the middle school chorus, National Junior Honors Society, middle school student council, 
and also was on high honor roll last year. Madisen also plays volleyball, basketball, and 
softball at Williamson. She can be described by those who know her as cheerful, athletic, 
and musically inclined. In the classroom, she is attentive and a pleasure to have in class. 
Madisen’s  future plans are to hopefully work in the health care field.   
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Cowanesque Valley High School – Paige Swartz 
Paige is a senior at Cowanesque Valley and is the daughter of Wendy and Ivan Swartz of 
Knoxville.  Her teachers describe her as an extremely responsible and efficient student 
who gets her work done, often ahead of time, and to the very best of her ability. She works 
hard in all her endeavors in and out of the classroom and is confident about asking 
questions if she is unsure of something. Additionally, she contributes a great deal of her 
time, efforts, entrepreneurial spirit, and sense of leadership to CVHS. She is president of 
student council, a member of the National Honor Society, environmental club, and the 
Spanish Club.  She participates in tennis, basketball and track.  She is also an Alumnus of 
the People to People organization. 
 
Cowanesque Middle School – Morgan Jelliff 
Morgan is in seventh grade and is the daughter of Carrie and Joshua Long of Knoxville 
and Martin Jelliff of Middlebury Center.  Morgan is a conscientious and responsible 
student.  She always has a smile on her face and has a positive attitude.  She is also helpful 
and kind to her peers.  When Morgan is not in school, she enjoys baking, watching 
football, and coloring.   
 
R.B. Walter Elementary School – Liberty Jones 
Liberty is in seventh grade and is the daughter of Amanda and Steve Jones.  She is a 
hardworking student in the classroom and socially she is incredibly kind and generous. It is 
rare to see Liberty without a smile on her face which is absolutely contagious. Her interests 
outside of school are swimming, being a volleyball manager for the junior high volleyball 
team and participating in the student council at school. Her favorite subjects in school are 
science and reading because she loves to learn about the earth and other things in space.  
Beyond learning in school, she loves to hang out with friends.   Her role models in life are 
her family and teacher, Mrs. Butz. They are her role models she says because, “They teach 
me the important things in life and encourage me to do better and try new things every day. 
When she grows up, she would like to be a neonatologist and work in the NICU helping 
premature babies. She believes her strongest character traits are how she can stand up to 
others for what she believes in and being kind to others. The teachers at RB Walter 
completely agree that these are great character traits of hers and are proud to have Liberty 
Jones represent us as Student of the Month.  

 

Westfield Area Elementary School – Chyann Earhart 
Chyann is the daughter of Danielle Frey and Travis Earhart of Knoxville, PA.  She is a 
sixth grade student who is a member of band and chorus.   She is also a morning tutor who 
spends some mornings in 1st grade. She really enjoys helping younger children. Her 
favorite subjects are math and science.  Chyann also loves art and likes to work on honing 
her art skills.  In her free time, she likes to work with her grandfather, ride bike and spend 
time with her friends.  Chyann loves to travel and spend time with family. She also enjoys 
camping and going to amusement parks.  Chyann’s teachers describe her as having a 
positive attitude at all times.  She always works hard on every assignment, is polite to her 
teachers and classmates, and is always willing to lend a helping hand to anyone who needs 
it.   
 
Clark Wood Elementary School – Ella Krise 
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Clark Wood’s student of the month, Ella Krise, is the daughter of Mrs. Katie Roe and Mr. 
Luke Krise of Osceola. Ella is a respectful and responsible student who always works hard 
to do her best.  She is a role model to her peers and looks for ways to be helpful to others.  
She shows concern for her friends and shows kindness in her words and actions at all 
times.  Ella is a very pleasant student who exemplifies our RAMS expectations at Clark 
Wood.   

 
1.6 Open Forum 

 
  Robert Goodrich, Osceola, PA 
  Mr. Goodrich offered a prayer. 
 
  Lois Lyon, NTEA President 

Mrs. Lyon noted her concern with the district not hiring a third certified school nurse.  She 
noted that the Board has voted on this matter twice in the past and to date has not hired a 
third nurse.  She also discussed the issue of a nurse being available for field trips and 
teachers dispensing medication.  
 
Carrie Hackett, School Nurse 
Mrs. Hackett noted her concern with the Board not filling the vacancy for a school nurse.  
She also discussed some of the daily student issues that school nurses address and her 
concern with field trips having to be rescheduled due to the lack of a nurse.  She feels that 
the safety of the students is being compromised. 
 
Nikki Cunningham 
Mrs. Cunningham expressed her concern with the nursing issue.  She discussed Type I 
diabetic needs and noted that students with this health issue need a nurse at all times in the 
building.   
 
Kim Copp 
Mrs. Copp noted that the Board voted in August to hire an additional certified school nurse 
and keep the current LPN position.  She asked why the Board has not taken the steps to 
hire a school nurse.  She noted that she created an online petition that has 210 signatures 
and over 40 comments for the Board to hire a school nurse.  She also read some of the 
comments from the petition. 
 
Tascha Sereno 
Mrs. Sereno shared a story from her friend that involved her friend’s son and a health issue 
that took place at the school. 
 
Kelly Bacon 
Mrs. Bacon noted that the Board should maintain 3 school nurses and make cuts elsewhere 
if needed.  She noted that the nurses and LPN are irreplaceable.  She also read comments 
from the online petition. 
 
Erica Hoke 
Mrs. Hoke spoke of her child’s health conditions and also read comments from the online 
petition. 
 
Bobbi Jo Piquadio 
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Mrs. Piquadio discussed her child’s health conditions and expressed her concern of having 
a nurse in the schools. 

 
1.7 Approval of Minutes     
 

 A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Robin Fitzmartin, to approve the monthly 
meeting minutes from the regular September 12, 2016 meeting.  All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
1.8 Budget Transfers (Exhibit #2) 
1.9 Approval of Bills (Exhibit #3) 
 
 A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham, to approve (1.8) Budget 

Transfers as outlined in Exhibit #2 and (1.9) Bills as outlined in Exhibit #3.  Roll Call 
Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

  
1.10 Facility Use Permits & Conferences - (Exhibits #4 & #5) 

 
1.11 Information & Correspondence. 

 
2.0 REPORTS 

 

2.1 Superintendent’s Report 
 
Student School Board Representative, Paige Stilts 
Dr. Barnes introduced Paige Stilts, student at Cowanesque Valley High School, as the 
Student School Board Representative.  Paige gave an update of the recent activities that 
have taken place at the Cowanesque Valley High School, including homecoming, 
fundraising, and the Renaissance Fair. 
 
CVHS Student Council District 7 Conference 
Dr. Barnes noted that the Cowanesque Valley High School is interested in hosting the 
Student Council District 7 Conference in the Spring of 2018.  The Board acknowledged 
their approval for this event to take place.  Mr. Kaufman noted that Williamson High 
School is hosting the conference this year. 
 
Mid-Point Review of Comprehensive Plan 
Dr. Barnes noted that the district’s mid-point review of the Comprehensive Plan will be put 
on public display and on the district’s website for public review starting tomorrow.  
Comments should be directed to Amy Coots. 
 
District Update 

  The District Update was made available in the usual format. 
 

2.2 Business Manager’s Report 
 

 Monthly Reports – (Exhibits #6, #7, #8, #9, #10, #11, #12) 
 A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Ian McLaughlin, to approve the 

Payroll Rate Changes, Capital Reserve Report,  Financial Report, Cash Investment Report,  
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Student Activity Report,  Cafeteria Bills & Report, and Transportation Changes as outlined 
in the exhibits. All votes were affirmative. The motion carried. 

 
3.0 ACTION ITEMS 

  
3.1 2016/2017 Co-Curricular Appointments (Exhibit #13) 
3.2 2016/2017 Substitutes (Exhibit #14) 
3.3 Intent of Retirement 

 
A motion was made by Robin Fitzmartin, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.1) approve 2016/2017 co-curricular appointments as outlined in Exhibit #13; 
(3.2) approve substitutes as outlined in Exhibit #14. 
(3.3) accept the intent of retirement of Sandra Eick from her position of Title I teacher at 
the Westfield Area Elementary School, effective June 2, 2017, with regrets.  All votes were 
affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

3.4 Professional Appointment (Exhibit #15) 
 
A motion was made by Robin Fitzmartin, seconded by Jean Kohut, to appoint Amy Jo 
Vandernick to the positon of school nurse at the 1st step with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
accordance with the contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and 
the Northern Tioga Education Association, effective October 24, 2016, as outlined in 
Exhibit #15.  Roll Call Vote.  The motion carried with Greg Cummings, Jolene Meisner, 
and Julie Preston casting negative votes. 

 
3.5 Classified Appointments (Exhibit #16) 

 
A motion was made by Jolene Meisner, seconded by Jean Kohut to appoint Jessy 
Newberry to the position of 2.75 hour/day cafeteria aide at the R.B. Walter Elementary 
School at the rate of $11.60 per hour and Diane Frost to the position of 3.5 hour/day 
Northern Tioga Academy teacher aide at the rate of $12.40/hour in accordance with the 
contractual agreement between the Northern Tioga School District and the Northern Tioga 
Education Support Professionals, effective October 12, 2016, as outlined in Exhibit #16.   
Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
3.6 Increase in Teacher Aide Hours 

 
A motion was made by Robin Fitzmartin, seconded by Jolene Mesiner, to approve the 
increase in hours from 5.5 hours/day to 6.5 hours/day for Kassi Burdick, special education 
teacher aide at the Williamson High School, effective immediately.  Roll Call Vote.  All 
votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
 

3.7 Second Reading & Final Adoption of Policy (Exhibit #17) 
3.8 Approval of Scholarship (Exhibit #18) 

 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to  
(3.7) approve the second reading and final adoption of Policy #247 – Hazing as outlined in 
Exhibit #17; 
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(3.8) approve the Jeff Rieppel Memorial Scholarship as outlined in Exhibit #18.  When 
funds diminish all monies not spent regress back to the district.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes 
were affirmative.  The motion carried. 
  

3.9 Approval of Volunteers 
3.10 Out of Country Field Trip Request (Exhibit #19) 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jean Kohut, to 
(3.9)  approve the following volunteers:  Jacob Lane, Travis Brown, and Jamie St. Peter, 
Cowanesque Valley High School;  
(3.10) approve the Cowanesque Valley High School Travel Club to travel to Germany, 
Austria, and Switzerland in June 2018 as outlined in Exhibit #19.  The motion carried with 
Kim Strauser casting a negative vote. 
   

4.0 NEW BUSINESS 

 

4.1 Change of December Board Meeting Date 
 
A motion was made by Kim Strauser, seconded by Ed Bonham, to change the regular 
December Board meeting to December 8, 2016.  All votes were affirmative. The motion 
carried. 
 

4.2 Review of Job Descriptions 
 
The Board discussed the recently revised job descriptions that were approved by the Board 
at the regular September Board meeting.  There are a few areas that need to be addressed 
and also a job description for  school nurse and social worker need to be approved.  
Administration will also develop a job description of the nurse aide position.  These will be 
brought to the Board for approval at a future meeting. 

 
  Robin Fitzmartin left the meeting at 8:33 PM. 
 

4.3 Principal’s Special Request 
4.4 Transfer of Funds 

 
A motion was made by Greg Cummings, seconded by Jolene Meisner, to 
(4.3) approve Mr. Kaufman, principal of the Williamson High School, to use $1,000.00 of 
his principal’s special request account to fund the cost of the Warrior Pride Program for the 
2016/2017 school year; 
(4.4) approve the transfer of $500,000 from the unassigned fund balance to the Capital 
Reserve fund.  This transfer is recommended in anticipation of capital projects for 2017-
18.  Roll Call Vote.  All votes were affirmative.  The motion carried. 

 
5.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
5.1 Future Board Meetings 

 
Board Work Session – October 24, 2016, 6:00 PM  

Dr. Barnes noted that this work session will be to begin looking at the 2017/2018 budget.  
The Board also discussed the possibility of beginning to look at a capital project in the 
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future and how the district would fund such a project.  Mrs. Erb noted that the district can 
use funds from the capital reserve and/or borrow the funds through a bond issue.  
Currently, the district’s debt is very short and the district is scheduled to be debt free in 
2021. She also noted that there is no new information on Plan Con reimbursement and that 
the district has not received the approximate $750,000.00 from the state for the 2015/16 
Plan Con reimbursement that is due to the district. 
 

Regular Board Meeting – November 14, 2016, 7:00 PM 

 
5.2 Committee Meetings 

 
6.0 ADJOURNMENT 

 
A motion was made by Jean Kohut, seconded by Jolene Meisner to adjourn. All votes were 
affirmative. The motion carried. 
 
Adjournment was at 8:49 PM. 
 
 
 
Kathy VanSchaick 
Board Secretary 
 
 
All documents as attachments to the minutes not contained herein are maintained in a separate file 
located in the Superintendent’s Office. 


